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The Friendship Force of Oregon’s Mid-Willamette Valley  

INSIDE THIS ISSUE 

1 - Oct 19 general gathering 
2 - President Message; Oct 14 MEG 
3 - Death of Club & family members  
4 - Moonfall recap 
5 - Journey Organizer Report; Sept 18 MEG; 

NC journey; Friendship Shared rethink 
6 - FFI events; BOD mtg 
7 - Aug 13 board meeting minutes 
8 - Membership form 
9 - 2025 Club Board and our club virus policy 

The Friendship Force of Oregon’s Mid-Willamette Valley          October 2025 

Friendship Connections 

2025-26 CALENDAR 

Oct 14, 5 pm - MEG at Khalo Naser Corvallis (p 2) 

Oct 19, 2 pm - Club Gathering - Salem (p 1) 

Nov 16, 2 pm - Annual Meeting - CPI Philomath 

Dec 7, 2 pm - Holiday Party - Lakeside Center, Albany 

April 16-22 - Charlotte NC journey (p 5 ) 

April 24-27 - N Amer. FFI Conference, Memphis TN (p 6) 

April 28 - May 6 - FFI Festival Cruise (p 6) 

May 6 - 10 - FFI New Orleans tour - in planning stage 

Sept 9 - 15 (tentative) - Raleigh NC Inbound Journey (p 5) 

www.fforegon.org  

This Issue of Connections, and more information about our club,  

can be found on our website: http://www.fforegon.org 

Contact us at: FFOMWV@gmail.com or PO Box 1703, Albany, Oregon 97321 

Club Gathering - Oct 19, 2 pm -  Pringle Creek Community Center 

Our October club gathering will be held in Painters Hall at the Pringle Creek Community, 3911 Vil-

lage Center Drive SE Salem, OR 97302.  This is the community in which club members Lisa and 

Jonathan Schachter live.  We were last there in January 2024.  Our thanks to Lisa and Jonathan for 

reserving this space for us.  The meeting will include general club business, a talk by Alena 

Makarova, an OSU international scholar from Russia, and if time allows, a recap slide show on the 

inbound Burmingham AL journey we hosted back in May-June. 

Club members with last name A-M are encouraged to bring finger food to share.  Everyone should 

bring their own beverage as well as eating “gear” per the notes below from Lisa and Jonathan.  

Notes on Painters Hall use in the sustainability focused Pringle Creek Community: 

• Please park only on paved or graveled areas

• Painters Hall is a zero-waste facility.  Use of single-use or non sustainable items such as paper

plates, paper napkins, and plastic water bottles is not allowed.  Please plan accordingly.  We will

have a small supply of reusable dishware, glass-

ware and napkins on hand.  Please bring finger

foods in reusable containers or plan to take store

packaging with home with you.
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President’s Message 

Fall has arrived. I hope that you are all enjoying the fall weather. Even though it is 
only October, it’s time to be thinking about 2026. Our club has always been a vi-
brant, active group - largely because a good percentage of our members contrib-
uted to the success of our organization. It’s now time for each of us to consider 
how we are contributing to the success of our club. If each of us contributes to the 
health of our club in some way, our club will continue to be a beacon among 
Friendship Force clubs. 

How can you help? For 2026 we need a some folks to step up now to ensure that we have journeys 
for the future. We need a Journey coordinator(s) for the inbound from Raleigh in 2026. We need a 
Vice President as well. Easy job; usually only involves lining up meeting places for our events and 
occasionally presiding at a gathering or two when the president is gadding about. Yes, we have a list 
of possible venues to work from. Finally, we need someone to be our Journey Organizer. Dennis 
Murphy, and before him Chris Duval, helped our club so much as Journey Organizers. Without an 
Organizer, journeys do not get off the ground. Journeys and new friends are what we are about. 

Most of these positions can be a partnership so that the role is shared. 
Please contact me before October 10 if you would like to step up for any of 
these roles. 

Finally, I’d like to send my good thoughts to Polly Davenport, Don Prickel and 
to John Wolcott on their recent losses. Big hugs to you all. 

MEG - October 14 - Khalo Naser  - Corvallis 

Our next MEG (meet, eat and get acquainted) will be held at 5 pm on Tuesday, October 14  at  Kha-
lo Naser Syrian Cuisine & Lounge,  115 NW Jackson Ave, Corvallis.  This timing is in response to 
recent polling in which many club members said that they liked having "happy hour" and an early 
dinner.  Several also asked to return to Khalo. The restaurant is run by a lovely family.  Khalo means 
uncle and owner/chef Naser hopes that he will become known fondly as the Uncle of our town.  As 
an aside, I tried their  house cocktail, the Polotic - think Polo as in ponies, not politics. It  is wonder-
ful!  It is refreshing, like a gin and tonic but lemon in flavor and color.  It is delightful! 
Please let me know if you plan to attend so that I can make needed arrangements with Khalo. 
Carolyn Power, Your MEG coordinator 
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The Passing of Gail Wolcott 

As earlier announce in a club email, Gail Wolcott died on Sept 

18 from a heart attack.  She had been having heart issues but 

the severity was not known.  We do not yet have any details 

on memorial plans but will keep the 

club posted when these become avail-

able.  Gail will be remembered for her 

dedication to our club and world, her 

ever present smile, her quick wit and 

showmanship.  Our thoughts are with 

John and others in Gail’s family and 

friends circles.  Cards/noted can be 

sent to John 

The Passing of Maxine Prickel 

As announced in a club email. Maxine Prickel died on Sept 
23  also from a heart attack.  She had not felt well for only a 
matter of days and died after being taken to the hospital.  

Her death was a shock to all.  A celebration of life has 
been planned for Maxine.  It 
will be Oct 10 from 2-5 at the 
Corvallis Community Center.  
Our thought and prayers are 
with Don and his fami-
ly.  Don’s  address for cards/notes is  

  

The Passing of Leon Davenport - Polly’s Husband 

We also just learned that Leon Davenport, husband of  Polly Daven-
port died on Sept 7.  An obituary for Leon can be found at https://
www.fisherfuneralhome.com/obituaries/Leon-Anson-Davenport?
obId=45332234  Polly has been a long-time Friendship Force mem-
ber.  She and Leon owned and operated the Shot Hutch in Corvallis 
for decades.  No public memorial service is planned.  Our thoughts 
and pray-ers are with Polly and her family.

https://www.fisherfuneralhome.com/obituaries/Leon-Anson-Davenport?obId=45332234
https://www.fisherfuneralhome.com/obituaries/Leon-Anson-Davenport?obId=45332234
https://www.fisherfuneralhome.com/obituaries/Leon-Anson-Davenport?obId=45332234
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Moonfall Theatre - Sept 5 

Our club was the opening night audience organizer for Moonfall Theatre’s 2025 season.  Our club 

sold 41 tickets for the event.  Marlene Cox, Moonfall founder and CEO sold another 4 on line.  The 

theater holds 50, so we were near capacity.  The theme for the evening was Moonfall Goes to the 

Movies.  The show included movie song favorites going back several generations.  There was many 

a time with audience members could be heard singing along.  Our thanks to Chris Duval for monitor-

ing attendees.  Arnie Abrams for tending our donation bar and Chris Kastella for being our number 

one ticket seller at 12 seats, including her own.  Marlene has always run Moonfall as a fund raising 

enterprise for local non-profits.  FFOMWV has been her longest running partner in these efforts.  We 

made $923.88  on ticket sales for the evening after expenses.  Given our long-time relationship and 

Marlene’s close acquaintance with Ted and Rita Powell, this opening night performance was dedi-

cated to Ted and his good works for our world throughout his lifetime. 

Moonfall 2025 (l) and Moonfall 2010 (r) 

Note Lloyd Weigel at the bar in the photo at right:) 
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Journey Organizer Report – Dennis Murphy 

The dates for the Friendship Force of Raleigh, North Carolina to visit us have been 
tentatively set for September 9th thru the 15th of 2026.  The dates should be con-
firmed by Raleigh in early October.  While we are waiting for that special volunteer 
to step up to be the Host Coordinator, we still need to proceed with the planning.  I 
need a planning committee, and so far, I only have myself as a member!  Please 
volunteer to help with the planning of this journey. 

Friendship Shared Reconsidered 

Those who have been active in our club are familiar with Friendship Shared.  These are small group activities 

organized by club members where club members and potential new members meet in a home or elsewhere 

for a meal, games or whatever ideas people have for having fun with one another.  This is an opportunity to 

invite friends, neighbors, or relatives to introduce them to Friendship Force. 

Your board has been pondering our Friendship Shared activity and will discuss this topic again at our October 

meeting.  Mary Ellen Lind had led this activity for many years.  Thank you Mary Ellen!  Barb Callner and Ei-

leen Minette have agreed to take on this coordination role.  Thanks to them for stepping forward to lead. 

Ideas being pondered include the following: 

• Extending the time of the events to Feb through June or perhaps year round

• Perhaps have one Friendship Shared event per month versus clustering them

• The coordinator would recruit event offerings, would announce these but then

not be further engaged in organizing.  Events would be listed in the newsletter

with the host contact information provided.  Signup sheets would be passed at

meetings

• Hosts would be responsible for communication with the people who signed up for an event

• Have hosts decide on which charity the funds would go to versus the attendees voting on it?

Please share your ideas about Friendship Shared with Barb and Eileen. 

September 18 MEG at Par 3 Golf 

We had a small but enjoyable MEG in September at the Par 3 golf course 
in Corvallis. Arnie and Mary Abrams,  Cliff and Glinda were the only mem-
bers able to attend.  We were so busy talking that forgot to take any pic-
tures. We had a tasty affordable meal at a nice outdoor table.  Our club will 
need to do another lunch there when more members are able to attend. 

Charlotte NC Outbound Journey 

Marilyn Peterson and Kathy Butler are continuing to lay plans for our 2026 journey to Charlotte North 

Carolina.  This journey will be a preamble to the North American FFI Conference to be held Apr 24-

27 in Memphis TN.  Dates are Apr 17-22 with other details 

yet to be determined.  There may be the possibility to ride 

with folks from Charlotte to Memphis.  If you have any in-

terest in this journey, please reach out to Marilyn and 

Kathy as they continue to lay plans. 
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FFI News 

For more information about the river cruise, log 

into my.friendshipforce.org.  NA Conference in-

formation will be posted later this summer.  

Board Meetings 

The date for the next FFOMWV Board meeting is 

Wed Oct 15, 12:15 pm.  All meetings are held by 

ZOOM.  All current and prospective club members 

are welcomed to participate.  If interested, call or 

send President Marilyn Peterson an email and she 

will send you the ZOOM link. 

Last board meeting screen shot 

Sign into you MyFF ac-

count to find out more 

about or register for 

these events. 

https://my.friendshipforce.org
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Board Minutes - Secretary Marla Karow 
August 13, 2025 

Present: Marilyn Peterson, Chris Kastella, Dennis Murphy, Russ Karow, Marla Karow, and Sharon Harr. 

Meeting called to order by President Marilyn Peterson at 12:32 pm. 
Meeting was via zoom. 

May Board meeting minutes: Minutes approved. 

Treasurer’s report: Chris Kastella sent out treasurer’s report. No questions. 

Journey Organizer– Dennis reported that the Raleigh, NC club would like dates for the journey. He suggested starting the journey the Wednesday 
after Labor Day so ambassadors could go to Moonfall.  Dennis will pass around a clip board asking at the Fort Hoskins picnic on Sunday inquiring who 
would like to host Raleigh ambassadors. 

Dennis will resign his position as Journey Organizer as of January 2026. 

Journey Coordinators: Kathy Butler and Marilyn are waiting for the Charlotte, NC Hosting Coordinator to return home before confirming dates for the 
journey.  Marilyn proposed dates of April 17-23 as FF regional conference in Memphis begins April 24. 

Old Business: 
- Dennis presented a proposed Policy revision on July 13
Earned Seat and Fees for Outbound Ambassador Coordinator (AC): (3/5/04; 5/10/08)

• Each Ambassador will contribute 5% of the ACs economy transportation to the initial hosting location and return from the final hosting location and

any journey activity costs. In the event of multiple ACs, the amount of the earned seat will be shared equally by the ACs.  If the contributed 5% from
each recruited Ambassador equals more than the cost of the economy transportation and activity costs for one or more ACs, the additional contribu-
tions will be added to the club journey treasury.

• There is no refund of any fee, including the 5% toward the AC transportation cost, if an ambassador withdraws less than sixty (60) days before

date of travel.
The AC will receive a discount on their FFI fee if the Journey is filled to a certain percentage in accordance with FFI policy

Motioned made and second. Vote to change policy was unanimous.  Marla will update policy. 

August Picnic update: Russ forwarded the email from the tour guide to members. Four people from the Lower Columbia and Columbia Cascade 
Clubs will be attending.  Their fees have been sent to Friendship Force International. 

September general gathering: Moonfall on Friday, September 5 will be a substitute for the September meeting. 

Moonfall update: Russ will contact Arnie to inquire if he will serve as bartender.  He will also contact Marlene at the venue if they will provide plates 
and napkins as they did last year. Club pays for some wine and will ask for donations toward the beverages.  Everyone will be asked to bring finger 
food. 

September Board meeting: September 10.  Time is changed to 3:30 pm. 

October 19 general gathering: Russ will check with Arnie to see if he has contacted Lisa and Jonathon regarding having the gathering at their com-
plex in Salem.  There may be a speaker from Russia. 

November 16 annual meeting: There will be an election of officers. Marilyn will check on Lakeside Center when the facility calendar is available. 

MEG: August 27 at noon at Gathering Together Farms in Philomath 
September 18 at noon at Par 3 Golf in Corvallis 

New business: 
Holiday event: Location of Dallas Retirement Village on December 6 vs having the event in January discussed. Dennis will send around a 

clipboard at the Fort Hoskins tour on Sunday inquiring about members’ preferences.  

Membership dues: No change to dues. 

Membership news from FFI: Any change in fees unknown at this time. 

Chris made a motion to change banks from Umpqua Bank to Oregon State Credit Union. 
Motion made and second.  Discussion included: 

OSU Credit Union had more locations. 
Umpqua Bank is changing names 
President and Treasurer are account signatures was clarified. 
Need for long term account administrator who is not the club President or Treasurer may need to be identified.  Account Ad-

ministrator is not able to access funds. 
Motion approved unanimously. 

Membership: Sharon and Marilyn are working on policy.  Vice President job description includes chairing a Membership Committee. The 
committee is needed to not only recruit  members but to keep members engaged in the club. 

Friendship Shared: Coordinator is needed.  Suggestions included: 
Extending the time of the events to February to June.  
Having one Friendship Shared event per month.  
Not limiting the timing of the event. 
Having the host be responsible for signup sheet and communication with the people who signed up. 
Having the host decide on which charity the funds would go to versus the attendees voting on it. 
Listing the events in the newsletter with the host contact information. 
Marilyn requested board members send her suggestions for the Coordinator and she will call them. 

Meeting adjourned at: 1:52 pm 
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FFOMWV Membership Application/Renewal 

Annual dues cover the cost of the monthly newsletter and expenses for activities of the Friendship Force of Oregon’s Mid-

Willamette Valley, as well as membership in Friendship Force International.  Memberships expire on December 31 of each year. 

The Annual Dues Rate for 2025 is $45, the same as 2024.  We have been told that FFI international dues rate for 2026 will not in-

crease. 

New members who join after August 1st but before December 31st of a given year will pay at the current rate and their dues will be 

extended through December 31 of the following year. 

This is a NEW_____ or a RENEWAL _____ Application 

Name: ________________________________________________ 

Name: _______________________________________________ 

Address: ______________________________________________ 

City: ____________________________State______ ZIP_______ 

Dues enclosed: ($45.00 per person)  $_______ 

Phone: ____________________ Cell: ______________________ 

Email: _________________________________________________ 

Mail to: Friendship Force, PO Box 1703, Albany, OR 97321 

Let There Be Peace on Earth 
Let there be peace on earth, And let it begin with me.  
Let there be peace on earth, 
The peace that was meant to be.  
With friendship as our mission, Family all are we.  
Let us walk with each other In perfect harmony.  
Let peace begin with me. Let this be the moment now. 
With every step I take, Let this be my solemn vow:  
To take each moment, 
And live each moment, In peace eternally. 
Let there be peace on earth, And let it begin with me. 

Friendship Force Pledge 

As a member of the Friendship Force, I recognize 

that I can make a difference. I recognize that I have 

a mission. That mission is to be a friend to the peo-

ple of the world. As I embark upon this adventure, I 

know that others will be watching me. I know that 

through my example to my fellow citizens and the 

people of other nations, the cause of friendship, love 

and peace can be furthered. 

I can make a difference. 

www.fforegon.org  
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Your 2025 Leadership Team 

Board Members 

President  Marilyn Peterson 

Vice-President  Arnie Abrams 

Secretary Marla Karow  

Treasurer Chris Kastella 

Journey Organizer Dennis Murphy  

Newsletter Editor/Archives Russ Karow 

Activity Leads  

Friendship Shared Barb Callner 

Eileen Minette 

Internet Communications Marilyn Peterson 

MEG Coordinators  Carolyn Powers 

Sunshine “Committee”  Sharon Harr   

 

2026 Journey Coordinators 

April 17-22 - Charlotte NC outbound - Marilyn Peterson and Kathy Butler 

Sept 9-15 - Raleigh NC inbound - coordinators needed! 

Viruses And Our Club 

As you are likely aware from personal experience or that of friends, an array of viruses are circulat-

ing in our communities - flu, norovirus, COVID, RSV, and even measles in some parts of the US.  

The effects of these viruses vary significantly for individuals and can result in hospitalization in come 

cases.  Your  board encourages all of the members of our community to get the whole array of vac-

cines available to you if no other medical conditions prevent or 

make it dangerous.  We encourage you to wear a mask in crowded 

situations.  It is one of the best forms of protection available to all of 

us.  Along with the face masks, washing your hands especially af-

ter having been in crowded situations with unknown people.  If you 

are not feeling well in even the slightest way, please do not attend 

club gatherings.  We have a number of members with medical con-

ditions of various sorts - many of us are of that age.  We all need to 

do our very best to protect ourselves and each other in every way 

that we can. 


