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The Friendship Force of Oregon’s Mid-Willamette Valley  

Thanks  to Those Checking on Us! 

Thank you to all of our friends who have written, called, texted to ask 

how we are doing. The fires in Oregon, as well as in other western 

states, have been dreadful, but our club members are well.  Friends 

and families have had close calls.  Some members of other clubs have 

been directly affected. Your good wishes are appreciated.  Thank you 

for checking on us.  
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friendship force 

OREGON’S  

MID-WILLAMETTE VALLEY 

October 18 Zoom Big Canoe Reunion 

The FFOMWV visited the Big Canoe FF club in Georgia in 2017.  Members of the Big Canoe 
Club will join us in a “journey reunion” via Zoom on October 18.  This reunion will be our October 
general club meeting.  A joint club committee is working on a slide show.  If you have photos 
from either our visit to Big Canoe or their visit to our club, please sent those photos by email to 
Marilyn.   Please remember to consider quality over quantity on the number of photos you con-
tribute. Also, photos that tell a story or capture some activity are the best for sharing. The photos 
will become part of a short memory slide show. Very short videos would also enhance the 
slideshow.  There will be opportunities to share stories during the meeting and we can perhaps 
set up chat rooms for those with interest after the meeting.  To accommodate time zones differ-
ences, this meeting will start at 1:15 pm.  We will conduct some FFOMWV business and then be 
joined by Big Canoe Club members at ~1:30 pm.  Please mark this date and time on your calen-
dar. 
 

Need Help with Zoom? 

Marilyn Peterson or Russ Karow are happy to provide Zoom assistance.  If you have questions, give ei-
ther of them a call. 

Calendar 

Oct 14 (1:00 pm) - board meeting 

Oct 18 (1:15 pm) - general meeting—reunion with 

Big Canoe club via Zoom (p1) 

Oct 19 and 22 (12:30 pm) - in-person MEG gath-

erings - be sure to read the invitation on page 6 - 

space will be limited 

Photos courtesy of Bigcanoe.com 

nytimes.com 
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President’s Message - Juanita Weigel 

Hope everyone is still safe and virus free. We had a good Zoom meeting in September with 21 
attending.  I think this is our best turnout since the March meeting. We had important items to 
discuss.  I wish to thank Gloria Olson, Sharon Harr and Kathy Butler for presenting us with a 
slate of new officers for 2021.  It was unanimously agreed that Dennis Murphy (President), Kathy 
Butler (Vice-President), Caye Poe (Secretary), and Van Nichols (Treasurer) will be your new of-
ficers.  We have many new ideas to look forward to in 2021 with these members as our team 
leaders. 
 
In that meeting, Chris Duval showed us great pictures of Alajuela, Costa Rica and Tuzla-
Gutierrez, Mexico where our club plans on traveling to as soon as we are allowed to travel again 
without having to quarantine for two weeks. We discussed where we might like to travel in 2022.  
Many countries were named, but we will wait to see what plans FFI has for us.  About 8 of our 
members plan on going on the Festival at Sea in 2021, if that proceeds. 
 
We learned that former FFOMWV members Bill and Judi Shrader, who are members of the 
Southern Oregon Club, lost everything in the fire in Medford.  They had 10 minutes to get out and 
grabbed their thumb drives and nothing else.  They found very little after the fire passed through 
their neighborhood except their badly scorched ceramic nativity scene.  They moved in with a 
daughter until they can find a new place to live.  Bolts to Blocks, a quilting store in Albany, is ac-
cepting quilting fabric donations for use in making quilts for the recent  fire victims.  I’ve asked 
that Bill and Judi be added to their list.  Contact Carolan or Barb at the store.  They are also look-
ing for volunteers to quilt. 
 
Sue Stein is still in California with some health problems.  She is lucky to have a good friend to 
stay with until she can safely travel back to Albany.  She has a caregiver to help her get around.  
I know she would appreciate a call just to say “hi and how are you” from friends.  She appreciat-
ed the card our club sent her.   
 
I hope everyone is able to enjoy our fresh air again although we can still see smoke in the hills 
and know many people have been displaced.  I heard that more than 2,400 homes have burned 
in Oregon because of the fires. 
 
Hope everyone stays safe, no fires, and hope to see you October 18th when we reunited with the 
Big Canoe Club for a Zoom reunion.  Please note that we are starting meeting at 1:15 to avoid 
getting into their dinner time. 
 
In closing, there is a new hot dog place in Salem.  We have not tried it yet, but it is supposed to 
be great.  I will let you know later what to expect. 
 
In Friendship 
Juanita Weigel, President 

Bill and Judi Shrader 
A remnant in the ashes 

of Bill and Judi’s home 
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September 20 General Meeting Report 

As mentioned by Juanita in her message, a general meeting was held the afternoon of Septem-

ber 20.  Our new officer slate was approved for 2021 (see Juanita’s article for that list) and a 

wide-ranging discussion was held about journeys.  As you are all well aware, no specific plans 

can be made at this time given the COVID situation and world perception of travel out of and into 

the United States.  Chris has prepared a document that outlines our proposed plans (see page 

X), but all plans are contingent on approval from the FF International office.  We agreed that we 

would revisit journey planning on our November general meeting. 

Other items mentioned in this meeting included: 

• If you wrote a check at the February meeting in support of the FONCET Bioreserve, it has 

likely not yet been cashed.  They are still in the process of establishing 501(c)(3) status in the 

US. 

• The Festival at Sea Northern Isles cruise for 2021 has been reorganized once again.  It will 

now leave from Amsterdam on August 29 and return September 12.  The cruise will be 

aboard Holland America's new ship Rotterdam.  An add-on cruise to Scandinavia and the 

Baltics will also be available.  At this point at least eight FFOMV members plan to participate 

in the base cruise. 

• Our colleagues in Tokyo may be interested in a virtual journey of Oregon or joint meeting.  

We will ponder development of such. 
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Journey Updates - Chris Duval 

 
 

As you know, all 2020 journeys have been cancelled. Some have been rescheduled for 2021 and 
some for 2022. Others are not currently scheduled, waiting for news on the Covid front.  
 
Here’s the list of what we have going on, journey-wise. Everything is tentative at this point. 
 
2021 May    Inbound from Charlotte, North Carolina 
 

June    Outbound to Tuxtla-Gutierrez, Mexico and West 
Alajuela, Costa Rica, pending Ambassador JCs: Juanita Weigel 
and Kathy Butler 
 

July Inbound from Ft. Worth and San Antonio, Texas, coordinated 
with their journey to Southern Oregon club #21342; Total max of 
20 ambassadors. 
 

August 22 – 29  Pre-extension to the FFI Festival at Sea - Viking Sagas 
 

August 29 – Sept 12  FFI Festival at Sea – Northern Isles 
 

September Inbound from Denver, Colorado #20403, to be combined with 
San Francisco, California stop by Denver 
 

October Outbound to Oklahoma (combine with our assigned outbound to 
Lake Hartwell, Georgia) Note: 5 days each, with a travel day in 
between. 
 

2022 June 7-13   (Rescheduled from 2020) Inbound from Tokyo, Japan 
    Host JCs: Marilyn Peterson and Eileen Minette 
 
End of June  Outbound to Edmonton, Canada, (Brenda Kane),hopefully com-

bined with the rescheduled outbound to Manitoba (Jean Hyrich) 
– Chris is checking 
 

September Inbound from North Bay, Ontario, Canada #20326; to be com-
bined with stop in Flathead Valley, Montana and Colorado 
Springs, Colorado, by North Bay 

     Host JCs: Chris Duval and Mary Ellen Lind 
 
 

A Horned Guan in El Triunfo 

Reserve.  This is a bird on the 

International Union for Con-

servation of Nature endan-

gered species list . 
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FFI Festival at Sea Cruise - Chris Duval 

Plans are afoot for an FFI cruise in 2021. We will be embarking on August 29 on the newest Hol-

land America ship, the Rotterdam, sailing from Amsterdam around the “Northern Isles”. Stops 

include: Bergen and Molde, Norway; Akureyri, Isafjordur, and Reykjavik, Iceland; Lerwick, Shet-

land Islands; and Invergordon (Inverness) and South Queensferry (Edinburgh), Scotland. There 

will be scenic cruising in the various fjord areas as well. The ship will disembark in Amsterdam 

on September 12
th
.  

A number of FFOMWV members have already made reservations for this cruise, including Mari-

lyn Peterson and Chris Duval; Dennis Murphy and Mary Ellen Lind; Rod and Raylene Sell; Russ 

and Marla Karow; Pat Byers and Kay Macpherson; and ?? there may be more that I can’t think 

of at the moment. But the more the merrier!!  

FFI cruises include many opportunities to get to know FFI members from around the world. 

There are group activities, talks by Jeremi Snook, FFI’s CEO, and time to socialize and dine with 

other FFI members. Prices for the cruise vary with the type of room chosen, but Holland America 

is offering several incentives for those who reserve soon. 

Some of us have signed up for the pre-extension, “Viking Sagas”, which leaves on August 22, 

from Amsterdam, and includes stops in: Flam, Stavanger, Kristiansand, and Oslo, Norway; as 

well as scenic cruising in Sognefjord and Oslofjord, Norway. The pre-extension arrives in Am-

sterdam on August 29, the day the main cruise sails.  

If you have questions about this cruise, please contact Marilyn Peterson or Chris Duval.  
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MEG Lunches - Meet, Eat, and Get Acquainted 
 

LET’S WORK TOGETHER TO TRY TO PULL OFF AN OCTOBER MEG 
 

OCTOBER MEG OPTIONS 

Weather dependent 
 

Monday, October 19
th
, 12:30 p.m. 

OR 
 

Thursday, October 22nd, 12:30 p.m. 
 

TOWNSEND SHELTER, AVERY PARK, CORVALLIS 

Bring: water, chair, hat 

NOTES: 

1. The Townsend Shelter is covered, with picnic style tables.  I have not reserved this shelter, 
so if it is already occupied, we may need to be resourceful. 

2. Since groups, whether inside or outside, are limited to 10, per Governor Brown, I ask that you 
choose a date and let me know if you plan to come. 

3. The responses will be capped at 8 people (since Peter and I will be joining in).  Please bear 
with me, for the “iffiness” of these offerings.  If the weather is poor, we’ll know ahead of time 
and can decide together on an alternative plan. 
 
Cheers!   Sharon  

 

CMLC Is Seeking a New Executive Director 

The Corvallis Multicultural Literacy Center (CMLC) is sister-organization to Friendship Force that 

offers a safe, equitable, cross-cultural learning community providing educational and community 

resources to international families in the Corvallis area.  CMLC is seeking a new Executive Direc-

tor. The ED reports to the CMLC Board of Directors; compensation is $32,000-45,000 per an-

num, commensurate with experience, plus an additional monthly health insurance stipend of up 

to $6000 per year; 25-40 hours per week with occasional evening and/or weekend work; position 

is at-will.  If you, or someone you know, may have interest, you can find application materials at 

the CMLC website - https://www.cmlcenter.org/   The application deadline is October 15. 

  

 

https://www.cmlcenter.org/
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Let There Be Peace on Earth 
Let there be peace on earth, And let it begin with me.  
Let there be peace on earth, 
The peace that was meant to be.  
With friendship as our mission, Family all are we.  
Let us walk with each other In perfect harmony.  
Let peace begin with me. Let this be the moment 
now.  
With every step I take, Let this be my solemn vow:  
To take each moment, 
And live each moment, In peace eternally. 
Let there be peace on earth, And let it begin with me. 

Friendship Force Pledge 

As a member of the Friendship Force, I recognize 

that I can make a difference. I recognize that I have 

a mission. That mission is to be a friend to the peo-

ple of the world. As I embark upon this adventure, I 

know that others will watching me. I know that 

through my example to my fellow citizens and the 

people of other nations, the cause of friendship, 

love and peace can be furthered. I can make a dif-

ference. 

FF International Donations and Programs 

The “Continuing the Journey” campaign has been an overwhelming success. Thank you so much 
to each of you who has contributed to this campaign. The official total as of September 15 is 
$487,675. Donations are still welcome and may be made from the FFI home page at 
www.friendshipforce.org. If you are interested in some statistics about the demographics of those 
who donated (no specific names of course), you’ll find some interesting facts at: https://
blog.friendshipforce.org/continuing-our-journey-campaign-by-the-numbers/ 

 
Speaking of interesting information, how many of us have tried some of the virtual experiences 
which the staff and other Friendship Force members have developed? These experiences are 
quite varied from presentations about clubs and countries, to cooking and gardening classes, to 
language and computer training. There has even been a concert from Columbia and this week 
contains an Ikebana presentation (Japanese flower arranging) and a watercolor class.  A Friend-
ship Force Pen Pal initiative has started. Yes, letters (or email) between new friends. Sign up to-
day and you will be matched by staff with someone who will soon become a new friend. 

To find out about all of these experiences either click on “Virtual Experiences” on the Friendship 
Force home page or go to blog.friendshipforce.org If you haven’t discovered the news and up-
dates available on the Blog page, take some time to check out the opportunities available there.  
 

Thank you! Marilyn Peterson, FFI Board Vice Chair 

 

Are You Receiving FFI Emails? 

FFI is using email as its primary mode of communication.  If you are not receiving emails, please contact Marilyn Pe-
terson who will ensure that your email address is in the database. Be sure to check your junk, promotions and spam 
folders periodically. Mail systems sometimes think for their users and file emails in mysterious places.  

http://www.friendshipforce.org
https://blog.friendshipforce.org/continuing-our-journey-campaign-by-the-numbers/
https://blog.friendshipforce.org/continuing-our-journey-campaign-by-the-numbers/
http://blog.friendshipforce.org
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Friendship Follies—What have we been doing? 

I have been working with others in my church, and likemind-

ed groups across the nation, to encourage people who are 

registered to vote, but have not voted in recent elections, to 

do so in the upcoming election.  Having all our voices heard 

is going to be essential.  Personalized letters are the tool 

being used.  I have committed to writing 200 letters.  The 

church to which Marla and I belong intends to write over 

10,000.  Millions of letters will be mailed on October 17 as 

part of this effort.  Contact me if you want more information. 

Russ Karow 

Like many others, Marilyn Peterson 

has been working on craft projects, 

playing in the “dirt,” and watching 

sporting events.   

And Another Job for Man’s Best Friend 

Rita Powell found this YouTube video on how 
KLM unites lost items with their owners. This 
once again provides a glimmer of hope that 
creativity and caring truly have a place in our 
world 
  
https://www.youtube.com/embed/NK-
T_t166TY?feature=player_embedded 

 

Please remember the 2020 US Census is still underway—if you 

have not yet replied, go to https://my2020census.gov/   You will 

need the 12-digit census ID that you should have received in the 

mail in the spring.  Be counted! 

https://www.youtube.com/embed/NK-T_t166TY?feature=player_embedded
https://www.youtube.com/embed/NK-T_t166TY?feature=player_embedded
https://my2020census.gov/
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August 12, 2020 Board Meeting Minutes 

Meeting called to order by President Juanita Weigel at 1:01pm 

Board Members present: Juanita Weigel, Ted Powell, Marilyn Peterson, Dennis Murphy, Chris Duval, Rita Powell, 
Kathy Butler 

Not present: Russ Karow, Van Nichols 

Reports: 

July 8, 2020 Board meeting minutes were approved - MSP Ted and Dennis 
Treasurer’s Report – Dennis Murphy (report attached) 

Dennis will move $1000 from the CD to the operations account MSP Ted/Chris 

Journey Treasurer’s Report - Van Nichols (see below) 

Journey Organizer Reports – Chris Duval 

 Consider these are all tentative 

Tokyo June 7-13, 2022 

Late June 2021 - Tuxla-Gutierrez and Costa Rica 

Manitoba will be combined with Edmonton in 2022 outbound 

Ft Worth along with San Antonio club inbound (5 days) possibly July, 2021 (combined with jour-
ney to Southern Oregon) 

Charlotte NC in 2021 assigned but no contact 

September – Oklahoma outbound 

August 8, 2021 Festival at Sea revised date and itinerary 

 

Committee Chairperson Reports 

Internet Communication – Marilyn Peterson 

Newsletter – Russ August 21 copy deadline  

 

Old Business –  

 Nominations committee – Kathy Butler 

 Dennis Murphy – President 

 Van Nichols – Treasurer both accounts 

 Kathy Butler – Vice President 

 ? - Secretary 

New Business 

 August 16 – hobbies and pastimes/ talents 

 September 20 – annual meeting, vote on officers for 2021, journey updates   

 

Adjournment at 1:41 pm 

Respectfully submitted, 

Marilyn Peterson, secretary  
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Membership Application or Renewal 

Annual dues cover the cost of the monthly newsletter and expenses for exchanges and activities of the 

Friendship Force of Oregon’s Mid-Willamette Valley, as well as membership in Friendship Force Interna-

tional, which provides discounted prices on exchange travel and other benefits. Memberships expire on 

December 31, 2020. 

Annual dues: Individual: $35.00 (Please print clearly)  

This is a NEW_____ or a RENEWAL _____ Application 

 

Name: ________________________________________________ 

Name: _______________________________________________ 

Address: ______________________________________________ 

City: ____________________________State______ ZIP_______ 

Dues enclosed: ($35.00 individual) $_______  

Phone: ____________________ Cell: ______________________ 

Email: _________________________________________________ 

Mail To: Friendship Force, PO Box 1703, Albany, OR 97321 friendship force 
OREGON’S  

MID-WILLAMETTE VALLEY 

Jack-o’-lanterns were once made out of turnips, beets and potatoes — not pumpkins 

The jack-o’-lantern comes from an old Irish tale about a man named Stingy Jack. According to folklore, Stingy 

Jack was out getting sloshed with the Devil when Jack convinced his drinking partner to turn himself into a coin 

to pay for the drinks without spending money. Jack then put the Devil, shaped like a coin, into his pocket, which 

also contained a silver cross that kept the Devil from transforming back. Jack promised to free the Devil as long 

as the Devil wouldn’t bother him for a year, and if he died, the Devil could never claim his soul. Jack tricked the 

Devil again later, getting him to pick a piece of fruit out of a tree and then carving a cross into the bark when 

the Devil was in the branches. This trick bought Jack another 10 years of devil-free living.  When Jack finally 

died, God decided he wasn’t fit for heaven, but the Devil had promised never to claim his soul for hell. So Jack 

was sent off to roam Earth with only a burning coal for light. He put the coal into a turnip as a lantern, and Stin-

gy Jack became “Jack of the Lantern” or “Jack o’ Lantern.” Based on this myth, the Irish carved scary faces 

into turnips, beets and potatoes to scare away Stingy Jack or any other spirits of the night.  HuffPost Weird 

News Dec 06, 2017  
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Your 2020 Leadership Team 

Elected Officers 

President    Juanita Weigel    

Vice-President   Ted Powell    

Secretary/ 

Internet Communications Marilyn Peterson   

Treasurer   Dennis Murphy   

Past President   Chris Duval    

 

Activity Leads 

Friendship Shared/      

Sunshine News    Sue Stein   

Journey Organizer  Chris Duval   

MEG     Sharron Harr   

Membership   Eileen Minette   

Navigators   Barb Callner   

Newsletter Editor/Archives Russ Karow   

 

Inbound Journey Coordinators 

July TBD, 2021 - Ft. Worth and San Antonio, Texas - JC's needed 

June 7-13, 2022- Tokyo, Japan - Eileen Minette & Marilyn Peterson  

Outbound Journey Coordinators 

June TBD, 2021 - Tuxtla Gutierrez, Mexico and West Alajuela, Costa Rica - Juanita Weigel & Kathy Butler 

2021 Festival at Sea: August TBD – Northern Europe 

 

All journeys are contingent on our ability to host and travel safely. We hope for the best! 

This Issue of Connections, and more information about our club,  

can be found on our website: http://www.fforegon.org 

Contact us at: fforegon@comcast.net or PO Box 1703, Albany, Oregon 97321 


