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The Friendship Force of Oregon’s Mid-Willamette Valley  

INSIDE THIS ISSUE 
 

1 - June 12 club meeting 

2 - President’s message; TX in bound 

3 - OK/GA outbound; ALEX update 

4 -  proposed bylaws change; moment in history 

5 - 30th anniversary updates; Bervin donation 

6 - 30th anniversary registration form 

7 - Tuxtla-Gutierrez journey report 

8 - FFI virtual programs; 

9 - Journey update 2022-24 

10 - board meeting minutes & next mtg date 

11 - membership form 

12 - 2022 leadership; my FFI 

 

The Friendship Force of Oregon’s Mid-Willamette Valley    June 2022 

Friendship Connections 

CALENDAR 

June 8, 1 pm - Club Board Meeting (p 10) 

June 12, 2 pm - Club General Mtg, Salem (p 1&4) 

June 12, 3:30 - Texas Host Workshop, Salem (p 2) 

June 14, 10 am - ZOOM celebration part II (p 5) 

June 25 - July 3 - ALEX program (p 3) 

June 30, 6 pm - MEG potluck for ALEX program - 

Avery Park, Thompson Shelter, Corvallis (p 2&8) 

July 25 - 31 - Texas inbound (p 2) 

Aug 13, 3 pm - 30th Anniversary Dinner, Corvallis 

Community Center (p 5&6) MARK YOUR CALENDAR! 

Oct 2 - 12 - OK/GA outbound (p 3) 

www.fforegon.org  

This Issue of Connections, and more information about our club,  

can be found on our website: http://www.fforegon.org 

Contact us at: fforegon@comcast.net or PO Box 1703, Albany, Oregon 97321 

Club General Meeting - June 12 - 2 pm 

Salem Public Library 

585 Liberty St. SE, Salem, Anderson Room A on the lower level 

Bylaws vote 

Tuxtla Gutierrez Journey Report 

World Beat—Salem, June 24-26 (p 2) 
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Texas Inbound Journey - July 25-31 - 17 Ambassadors - Chris Duval  

We are seeking day hosts for our inbound Texas journey. Please let Chris 
Duval know if you could serve in this capacity. Particularly important is that we 
need one additional driver to go with us to the coast overnight on Tuesday, July 
26 and Wednesday, July 27. If this could be you, please let Chris know.  

Gail Wolcott has graciously agreed to set up small group dinners for all hosts 
and ambassadors. Please contact her if you want to be involved in this endeav-
or.   

Please put the date and time of our Welcome Potluck and Program on your cal-
endar. It will be on Monday, July 25 at 5pm at Juanita and Lloyd Weigel's home 
in Salem. The main dish will be supplied. Please bring side dishes and des-
serts. All must be vaccinated to attend. Thanks for your understanding.  

Chris and Mary Ellen have been busy putting together a strong program to in-
troduce our visiting ambassadors to the Mid-Willamette Valley. This is going to be a wonderful journey 
and we hope that all of our members will want to be involved in some capacity. Chris may need assis-
tance during the week of the journey because Mary Ellen will be out of town. If you want to know what it 
is like to be a Host JC, please volunteer to shadow Chris during part of the journey and help her out. 
There is lots to coordinate and much to accomplish each day:) 

The Workshop for this journey will be held on Sunday, June 12, following the monthly meeting of 
FFOMWV. All hosts are encouraged to be in attendance as important information will be shared.    

We will tour the coast as part of this journey 

President’s Message - Dennis Murphy 

Congratulations to our first group of member/ambassadors on a successful and healthy journey to Tuxtla

-Gutierrez Mexico!  Thank you to Kathy Butler and Juanita Weigel for the extra effort that was needed to 

get this journey to be as successful as it was.  Everyone is a little bit rusty after the two-year suspension 

of travel, it was no easy task to pull this journey together.  I look forward to hearing the personal stories 

and seeing their presentation at our June meeting. 

Additional journeys and celebrations have filled our summer calendar and stretched right into the fall.  

Please take every opportunity you can to participate and help the organizers and coordinators of these 

events and journeys.  We are most successful when everyone participates.  The balance of this newslet-

ter, prepared by Russ Karow, is filled with the details of upcoming activities, so no need for me to repeat. 

We have received from FFI our journey assignments for 2023.  The board will review these and hopefully 

we will be able to announce them at our meeting in Salem on June 12th.  

On June 26th, the World Beat Festival will be held at Riverfront Park in Salem.  

Whether you are hosting the Armenian students or not, this is a wonderful event 

to attend with music, food and the traditions of over 70 nations.  We will have 

an Armenian-themed booth at this festival and there is a Parade of Nations 

around 4PM.  This will be a wonderful multi-cultural event and a great oppor-

tunity to both support and say hello to our guest students. The event runs from 

11:00am to 7:00PM. 

Mark your calendars for Thursday afternoon June 30th at 6:00PM.  We will be having a MEG potluck 

picnic at the Thompson Shelter in Avery Park, Corvallis.  It will be the only opportunity to meet and greet 

all of our Armenian students unless you are hosting one. It is also a great opportunity for us all to share 

some time together and talk about the exciting summer and fall ahead of us. We hope to be able to take 

some group pictures while we are there.  There will be more announcements about this event.  
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2022 Outbound Journey to Oklahoma (October 2 – 8) 
&  Lake Hartwell, Georgia (October 8 -14) 

We can often find ourselves dreaming of trips to far away countries and missing the fact that there are so very 

many beautiful, historic, and immensely interesting places to visit within our own nation.  Let’s learn more 

about parts of own country by visiting Oklahoma and Lake Hartwell, Georgia this coming October!  There are 

new and interesting people to form friendships with.  There are new places to discover and visit with new 

friends that can give you insights into the local history and culture that you would never gain as a traditional 

tourist. 

Take some time and ask auntie Google what there is to do in Oklahoma or Lake Hartwell, Georgia.  Ask your-

self if you know where these states and cities are located?  What do the people like to do that live there?  

What is the countryside like?  Did you know that 25 different native American languages are spoken in Okla-

homa? Know why?  I think that once you have done a bit of research, you will find your curiosity and interest 

in learning more greatly aroused.  I can tell you that there are two Friendship Force Clubs that are enthusiasti-

cally waiting to show and tell us more about their part of the world. 

A rough estimate of the cost to visit these two clubs is around $850 total.  The actual cost is dependent in part 

on how many of us travel, the maximum for the two clubs is 15.  The other cost factor is what we would like to 

see and do.  That is where a little bit of research on our part will help to make the journey memorable.  Ap-

proximate cost of the airfare is $800.  That is just based on using Expedia and taking the present average 

cost. 

If you have interest in taking this journey with us, please let us know so that we can exchange with you our 

ideas and suggestions for filling in the days that are active, informative, interesting, exciting and a lot of fun for 

both us and our gracious hosts. 

In Friendship, Co-Journey Coordinators, 

Dennis Murphy      

Mary Ellen Lind          

The scissor-tailed flycatcher is the 

state bird of Oklahoma.  It is a king-

bird.  The kingbirds are a group of large 

insectivorous birds in the tyrant 

flycatcher family. Wikipedia  

       ALEX Program Update - Dennis Murphy 

On June 25th, eleven Armenian students and their leader will arrive in Portland after having spent an exciting 

week in Washington D.C.  The three young men and eight young ladies will get little rest during their week in 

Oregon.  The schedule is full of activities that include the World Beat festival in Salem on Sunday and OSU 

on Monday.  Tuesday and Wednesday on the Oregon Coast, beginning with a breakfast at the Powell home 

and ending on the return to the valley on Wednesday. Thursday begins with a 9:00 AM visit to Nike Head-

quarters in Beaverton and ends with a pot luck picnic at Avery Park in Corvallis, Friday begins with Gathering 

Together Farms and ends with a Corvallis Knights baseball game. Saturday begins with the with the Lumber-

jack Festival in Albany, then volunteer trail work for Build Lebanon Trails, and ends with a Farewell dinner at 

Sybaris that evening. 

We have reserved the Thompson Shelter at Avery Park on Thursday, June 30 at 6:00PM for a potluck picnic.  

This shelter is located inside the park – enter on the road that passes the main large shelter (the one with the 

long table) and continue to the one marked Thompson Shelter.  This time gives the opportunity for our entire 

club to meet, greet and welcome the students.  I am hoping that the members of our club who are not hosting 

students will take the lead in helping with this event.  We will rent a volleyball net to allow those who have the 

energy to use a bit of it.  During this event we will take some group pictures.  

There will be an in-person meeting of all ALEX volunteers and hosts on SUNDAY, JUNE 5 at 2:00PM, 

at the Lakeside Center in the Mennonite Village.  The address is 2180 54th Ave SE, Albany.    At this 

meeting you will receive the final schedule and all issues and concerns will be discussed and resolved.  Well, 

all except for a bit of nervousness on my part!  Please make every effort to attend this June 5 meeting. 
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Amendment of Club Bylaws 

The board has agreed that the August date for our annual meeting is no longer required and that moving the 

date to the 4th quarter is more practical for conducting the annual business of the club.  

Our next club meeting will be at 2:00pm on June 12th at the Salem Public Library.  At that meeting, we will 

hold a vote on the modified bylaws. 

The specifics of the proposed change are as follows: 

Existing Bylaws 

ARTICLE VIII   MEETINGS  

Section 1 .  

The annual meeting of the club shall be held during the month of August each year at the time and place to 

be designated by the President. The meeting shall take place in time for the President-elect to attend the In-

ternational Conference. The President will ensure that written notice of the time and place of this meeting is 

sent to each member at least fourteen (14) days prior to the meeting. The list of nominations of officers for the 

upcoming year, pursuant to Article VI  

of these Bylaws, shall be made part of this notice. 

Proposed change 

ARTICLE VIII   MEETINGS  

Section 1 .  

The annual meeting of the club shall be held during the 4th quarter of each year at 

the time and place to be designated by the President. The President will ensure that 

notice of the time and place of this meeting is sent to each member at least fourteen 

(14) days prior to the meeting. The list of nominations of officers for the upcoming 

year, pursuant to Article VI of these Bylaws, shall be made part of this notice.  

A Moment In Our Club History 

 

Did you known the FFOMWV was named FFI US Club 

of the Year in 2000?  Clubs had to apply for or be nom-

inated for the honor in recognition of a club the 

“embodies FFI ideals in action.”  Actions in support of 

the nomination included: 

• Embracing changes in all that the club does 

• An active program to build new club leaders which 

allows for continual rotation of leadership 

• Participation in a Russian teacher exchange pro-

gram 

• Creation of a club website (something a bit unusual 

at that time) 

• Use of local media in advertising club activities and 

recruiting new members 
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It’s Our 30th Anniversary - Virtual Celebration Part II 

As announced earlier, we will be holding a second ZOOM session in celebration of our club's 
30

th
 anniversary this year.  This session will be focused on stories told by members and others from 

around the world of the impact that a specific FF journey had on their lives.  “Tell Us Your Story” is 
the theme.  Mary Ellen Lind, Ted Powell, Chris Duval, Marilyn Peterson and Kathy Butler have all 
agreed to tell their stories.  We encourage you all to contribute to the success of this event. 
 

IN ORDER TO PARTICIPATE, YOU MUST REGISTER.  The link below 
will take you to the FFI registration portal:  

When: Jun 14, 2022 10:00 AM Pacific Time (US and Canada)  
Register in advance for this meeting by clicking here.  After registering, 
you will receive a confirmation email containing information about joining 
the meeting. 
 
We look forward to another successful anniversary celebration.  Plan to 
join in and please invite your FFI friends from around the world. 

30th Anniversary Dinner - Guest Home Stay Coordinator Needed 

Our 30th Anniversary Big Party coming Saturday August 13th includes home hosting for overnight 

guests from Friendship Force of Columbia Cascades, Friendship Force of Southern Oregon and 

elsewhere. Would you be our Host Coordinator (HC)? Guest applications will come in via Marilyn 

Peterson. The HC would be responsible for tracking, vetting the applicants, matching the guest list 

to our host list and be the troubleshooter for any problems that need answered. We already have 

eleven hosting families identified, so the job will not be too difficult. 

If you have never done inbound coordination, no worries, we have mentors. 

New or old hand, we need help making this great 30th Anniversary Party a to-

tal success. 

Thank you for stepping up! 

Ted Powell, 30th Anniversary Chairman 

Donation from the Bervin’s 

Marilyn and Art Bervin were among the early members of FFOMWV.  

They had disengaged from the club for a variety of reasons but are now 

back in contact.  In memory of Don and Betty Rea, two of the founders 

of our club, and Carolyn Wilhelm, they have given funds for support of 

our 30th anniversary celebration.  Their funds will likely be used to sup-

port the meals of guests. 

 

https://us06web.zoom.us/meeting/register/tZYqfu2rqTwpH9NfCA0IvCPal7SNQzKKkCDy
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30th Anniversary Celebration Dinner 

You are cordially invited to attend the 30th Anniversary Celebration 

Dinner for the Friendship Force of Oregon's Mid-Willamette Valley. 

August 13, 2022 

Social hour 3:30PM 

Dinner 4:00 to 7PM 

Corvallis Community Center, 2601 NW Tyler Ave, Corvallis, OR 97330 

Dinner reservations must be received by July 15. 

We request that only those who are fully COVID-19 vaccinated attend. 
 

Dinner Reservation 

Please complete and return with your payment by July 15. 
 

Name(s):       

 

Phone:     

 

Email:      

 

Number attending:    

 

Amount included:    

Member(s) of  Friendship Force of Oregon's Mid-Willamette Valley cost $25.00 per person 

   Friendship Force of Southern Oregon (no charge - you are our guest) 

   Columbia Cascade Friendship Force (no charge - you are our guest) 

A limited amount of overnight hosting will be provided. Preference will be given to those 

traveling from greatest distances. Requests for hosting are requested by July 15 and must 

include a completed FFI ambassador application. https://www.thefriendshipforce.org/ wp-

content/uploads/2018/02/Ambassador-Application-and-Agreement-1.pdf 

 

Send registration to: Marilyn Peterson PO Box 1703, Albany, OR 97321 

541.9267431 peterson.marilyn@comcast.net  
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Tuxtla-Gutierrez Memories - Chris Duval  

Wow, was it hot outside! Most days were over 100 degrees and humidity was high. 

For us mild-weathered Oregonians, it was a challenge to participate in activities in 

these conditions. If it was over 100 degrees in Oregon, we would not choose to take a 

long walk around the zoo!   But yet, there we were, fanning our hot faces, wearing sun 

hats, long sleeves to keep from being sunburned, and carrying water bottles, some-

times filled with electrolytes, to keep us healthy and strong.  

We enjoyed the zoo, seeing jaguars, many kinds of birds and other animals, and monkeys. 

Our hosts were gracious, carrying liquid refreshments for us and helping to push one of our 

members in a wheelchair some of the time. One day, we rode in a boat on a river in the 

heat. Again, with hats and sleeves and this time, life jackets, bundling us up, we were barely 

able to feel the breezes as we went along. We relished coming indoors to see museums 

and to do shopping. With 200 pesos equaling about 10 US dollars, everything was very in-

expensive. Our hosts helped us find the best deals as well.  

The food was extraordinary. Even those of us with very little Spanish 

picked up how to read a menu quickly. Pescado was fish. Fruitas was fruit. Carne was 

meat. Bebidos were drinks. Por favor was please. Gracias was thank you. And every-

thing was fresh, fresh, fresh. I ate my first entire mango, down to the huge flat seed in 

the middle. It was mild and flavorful and dripped mango juice all over 

my chin. We learned several ways to open them up, even eating them 

like popsicles! Guacamole was often served and appreciated. Fruity 

drinks included those with watermelon, mango, pineapple, and chia 

seeds. I determined that prior to this journey, I did not know what true 

Mexican food tasted like. It was much less heavy and cheesy than 

what is served in American Mexican restaurants. I found it light, refreshing, and flavorful. 

Our hosts provided us with the best places to eat, particularly the freshest of fish. 

At our farewell dinner, our group sang a song that several of us created, to the tune of “You Are My Sun-

shine”:  

We love our friends in Tuxtla Gutierrez, thank you for hosting us so well! 

In Friendship Force a world of friends is a world of peace we like to tell. 

We love your fruitas, love your pescado, we love your guacamole too! 

But most of all we love Cervesas, with many many thanks to you! 

In the museums and in the markets, we saw Chiapas culture sites. 

Candles and flowers in all the churches, San Cristobal so many delights! 

We climbed the mountains, and saw the canyons, we took a boat on the river too. 

Went to the Playa, ate lots of mangoes, and we loved so much the zoo! 

So we say gracias, muchas gracias, and we forever say thank you! 

We'll not forget our hosts in Tuxtla, muchas gra-ci-as to you! 

 

This was a memorable journey and we made many Mexican 

friends along the way.  
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FFI Virtual Experiences 
 
FFI continues to offer virtual experiences in addition to the actual journeys now taking place.  To see the com-
plete listing visit this website - https://blog.friendshipforce.org/virtual-experiences/   
 

FFI BOOK CLUB: “Paradise” by Abdulrazak Gurnah 
Wednesday, June 1, 2022, 5:00 pm Pacific 
Host: Kerstin Hogan, FFI Staff 
The eighth book we are reading together is “Paradise” by Tanzanian-born writer Ab-
dulrazak Gurnah.  “Paradise” was nominated for both the Booker Prize and the Whit-
bread Prize for Fiction. It is at once the story of an African boy’s coming of age, a tragic 
love story, and a tale of the corruption of traditional African patterns by European coloni-
alism.  Register here. 

 
Faces & Places: Fukuoka, Japan 
Saturday, June 4, 2022, 9:00 pm Pacific 
Host: FF Fukuoka 
Located in the Kyushu region, Fukuoka has a cruise and ferry port and is a city that en-
joys regular tourism from Korea, Taiwan, Hong Kong, and Thailand. With over 30 years 
of history, the Fukuoka club has hosted guests from all over the world and would like to 
introduce the club and its hosting program to you.  Register here. 
 

Tell Us Your Story 
Tuesday, June 14, 2022, 10:00 a.m. Pacific 
Host: Russ Karow, FF Oregon’s Mid-Willamette Valley 
Friendship Force of Oregon’s Mid-Willamette Valley is celebrating its 30th anniver-
sary this year.  As a way of celebrating Friendship Force’s impact, members of our 
club will tell the story of their most memorable Journey experience and how it 
changed their lives.  You are invited to join us and also share your stories as well! 
Each person sharing will have 3-4 minutes. Friendship Force matters.  Register 
here. 

 
There are also over sixty recorded experiences available on the FFI website -  
https://blog.friendshipforce.org/virtual-experiences/  - scroll to the bottom of the page.   
     
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

Special MEG (Meet, Eat and Get Acquainted) Potluck - June 30, 6 pm 

 

Thompson Shelter, Avery Park, Corvallis - come meet our Armenian guests 

They have heard about American picnics - bring your signature picnic dish to share 

Bring your favorite summertime beverage as well - water will be 

provided - we do have an alcohol permit 

https://blog.friendshipforce.org/virtual-experiences/
https://us06web.zoom.us/meeting/register/tZUvdOCoqj8vE9UZMBKJBdB95Z6lVzHE-tbG
https://us06web.zoom.us/meeting/register/tZUpd-GgrD0jHtALErdFxSX0HhzwWxZFmFAK
https://us06web.zoom.us/meeting/register/tZYqfu2rqTwpH9NfCA0IvCPal7SNQzKKkCDy
https://us06web.zoom.us/meeting/register/tZYqfu2rqTwpH9NfCA0IvCPal7SNQzKKkCDy
https://blog.friendshipforce.org/virtual-experiences/
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SCHEDULE OF UPCOMING JOURNEYS (updated May 2022) 
 

2022 June 25 – July 3  INBOUND ALEX PROGRAM FROM ARMENIA: Dennis Murphy,  
     Journey Coordinator  
  

July 25-31  INBOUND DOMESTIC: Inbound from Ft. Worth (Linda Doyle) and 
San Antonio, (Corkie Playfair) #22513, coordinated with their journey 
to Southern Oregon club (Amy Lepon); Host JCs: Chris Duval and 
Mary Ellen Lind 

 
August 21-28   Pre-extension to the FFI Festival at Sea - Viking Sagas 
August 28-Sep 10  FFI Festival at Sea – Northern Isles 
 
October 2 - 14 OUTBOUND DOMESTIC: Outbound to Oklahoma (Rose Schultz), 

10/2 – 10/8; combine with our assigned outbound to Lake Hartwell, 
Georgia (DeeDee Sabo) – 22764, 10/8-10/14; Ambassador JCs, 
Dennis Murphy and Mary Ellen Lind   

 
2023 April - TBD   OUTBOUND DOMESTIC 4 DAY MINI-JOURNEY TO SACRAMETO  

 
May – TBD INBOUND DOMESTIC 4 DAY MINI-JOURNEY FROM SACRAMETO 
 
Late June  (tentative) OUTBOUND INTERNATIONAL: Outbound to Edmonton, Canada,  

(Brenda Kane), combined with our outbound to Manitoba  #20151, 
(Jean Hyrich); JCs: Chris Duval and Mary Ellen Lind. 

 
Tentative  Date TBD INBOUND DOMESTIC: Inbound Denver, Colorado (Ilene Americus) 

20403 to be combined with their visit to San Francisco, California; 
Host JCs Dennis Murphy and Chris Duval  

 
September  (tentative) INBOUND INTERNATIONAL: Inbound from North Bay, Ontario, 

Canada #20326; to be combined with stop in Flathead Valley, 
Montana and Colorado Springs, Colorado, by North Bay.  

 
2024 June TBD   INBOUND INTERNATIONAL: Inbound from Tokyo, Japan #22501 

    Host JCs: Marilyn Peterson and Eileen Minette 
 

 Not Yet Scheduled  INBOUND DOMESTIC: Inbound from Charlotte, North Carolina, 
    (Tommie Craig) #21116.  

The Tatev Monastery is a 9th-century Armenian Apostolic monastery 

located on a large basalt plateau near the village of Tatev in the 

Syunik Province in southeastern Armenia. The term "Tatev" usually 

refers to the monastery. The monastic ensemble stands on the edge 

of a deep gorge of the Vorotan River.  Wikipedia 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Tatev_Monastery
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APRIL 13, 2022 BOARD MEETING MINUTES 
 

Attending: Dennis Murphy, Van Nichols, Marilyn Peterson, Chris Duval, Caye Poe, Mary Ellen Lind, 
Russ Karow, Kathy Butler  

Previous minutes approved as presented with minor corrections. 

Treasures report - Approved  

Newsletter - Russ will be headed to Mexico and needs input prior to April 22
nd

.  

Discussed new and prospective members and the best way to be sure that they are contacted, and 
informed about Friendship Force and our club activities.  When new members join the club, it is im-
portant to get both nametags and request a photo and short bio for the newsletter.   

Tuxtla Journey - Kathy - Tuxtla will return May 9
th
.  Still don’t know yet who will be hosting our am-

bassadors. 

ALEX Journey – Dennis working out budget issues and still developing schedule of events.  Will 
have Zoom meeting in near future to discuss schedule and other issues. 

Sacramento exchange.  Will not happen this year due to busy schedule.  Will discuss possible April/
May mutual 4-day exchange in 2023. 

Fort Worth San Antonio exchange.  Chris and Mary Ellen.  Have just enough hosts to handle ap-
proximately 20 incoming ambassadors.  Planning is proceeding.   

By laws – Dennis 

• Dissolution clause will be corrected to what is on file with the state of Oregon.  Modifications of 
this clause will be made in the future to include FFI as the primary recipient of remaining funds. 

• Proposal to change by laws to have annual meeting in 4
th
 quarter was discussed and agreed to 

proceed on.  Copy of proposed change to be sent to FFI for approval.  Following approval by FFI 
vote on change to by laws will be posted in May newsletter and voted on in either May or June 
meeting. 

May 15
th
 - meeting—1:20-4:00 finger food/coffee—physical or virtual—Caye will check on the use of 

Salem Senior Center.  Physical or Virtual?  Est. 50.  Finger food/coffee needed  

Archive Materials - Russ - this is an ongoing project.  The Carter Center has expressed interest in 
some of the documents. 

Discussed $150 donation to FFI or local charity for Tuxtla journey.  No final decision was made.  
(The traveling group, at the request of Tuxtla journey coordinator Mavi Vazquez, made a donation 
Foncet, a local rainforest preservation organization with which the Tuxtla club has ties. 

June 8 Board Meeting—1 pm 

 

Members are always welcome to attend board meet-

ings and to participate in discussions regarding club 

business.  If you would like to attend, please let Mari-

lyn Peterson know.  She will send you the ZOOM link 

to the meeting.  The next board meeting will be June 

8 at 1 pm. 

 

 
May 2022 Board Zoom 
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Membership Application or Renewal for 2022 

Annual dues cover the cost of the monthly newsletter and expenses for activities of the Friend-

ship Force of Oregon’s Mid-Willamette Valley, as well as membership in Friendship Force Inter-

national.  Memberships expire on December 31, 2022. 

Annual Dues Rate for 2022 is $40.00 per person (please print clearly).  Please send form and 

payment by December 1 if at all possible.  

This is a NEW_____ or a RENEWAL _____ Application 

 

Name: ________________________________________________ 

 

Name: _______________________________________________ 

 

Address: ______________________________________________ 

 

City: ____________________________State______ ZIP_______ 

 

Dues enclosed: ($40.00 per person) $_______  

 

Phone: ____________________ Cell: ______________________ 

 

Email: _________________________________________________ 

 

Mail To: Friendship Force, PO Box 1703, Albany, OR 97321 

Let There Be Peace on Earth 
Let there be peace on earth, And let it begin with me.  
Let there be peace on earth, 
The peace that was meant to be.  
With friendship as our mission, Family all are we.  
Let us walk with each other In perfect harmony.  
Let peace begin with me. Let this be the moment 
now.  
With every step I take, Let this be my solemn vow:  
To take each moment, 
And live each moment, In peace eternally. 
Let there be peace on earth, And let it begin with me. 

Friendship Force Pledge 

As a member of the Friendship Force, I recognize 

that I can make a difference. I recognize that I have 

a mission. That mission is to be a friend to the peo-

ple of the world. As I embark upon this adventure, I 

know that others will be watching me. I know that 

through my example to my fellow citizens and the 

people of other nations, the cause of friendship, 

love and peace can be furthered. 

I can make a difference. 

www.fforegon.org  



FFOMWV - June 2022 Page 12 

 

Your 2022 Leadership Team 

Board Members 

President    Dennis Murphy  

Vice-President   Kathy Butler    

Secretary   Caye Poe   

Treasurer   Van Nichols   

Journey Coordinator  Chris Duval   

Member At Large  Marilyn Peterson  

Newsletter Editor/Archives Russ Karow   

Activity Leads  

30th Anniversary Committee Ted Powell   

Friendship Shared  Sue Stein    

Internet Communications Marilyn Peterson   

Inventory & Merchandise  Rita Powell   

MEG     Sharon Harr   

Membership   Kathy Butler   

Navigators   Barb Callner   

Sunshine “Committee”  Sharon Harr    

Journey Coordinators 

April - May 2022 - Outbound Tuxtla Gutierrez and West Alajuela - Juanita Weigel & Kathy Butler 

July 2022 - In bound Ft. Worth and San Antonio - Chris Duval & Mary Ellen Lind 

June  2023 - Outbound to Edmonton, Canada - Chris Duval & Mary Ellen Lind (tentative) 

TBD 2023 - Inbound Denver, combined with their visit to San Francisco - Dennis Murphy & Chris Duval 

June TBD - Inbound from Tokyo - Marilyn Peterson & Eileen Minette 

 

 MyFFI - All Club Members Need An Account  

Journey travel is underway!  In order to go on a journey, 

you will need to have an account in the myFFI system.  

If you have not yet set up an account, please use your 

computer and go to https://my.friendshipforce.org   Click on 

the purple “Sign Up” box.  Marilyn Peterson is available to 

answer questions about the site and to assist in account 

setup.  Your FFI staff has put significant effort into making 

myFFI the go-to place for FFI information.  There is an en-

tire section on member resources - journeys, travel insur-

ance, etc.  Sign up today! 

https://my.friendshipforce.org

