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Texas Inbound Welcome Potluck—July 25, 4:30
Our club meeting for the month of July will be the welcome potluck for the San Antonio/Forth Worth
Texas journey group—Monday July 25, 4:30 pm. The potluck will be held at Juanita and Lloyd Weigel’s - 3450 Emerald Dr, Salem OR. Barbequed chicken will be provided. Club members are
asked to bring appetizers, salads, side dishes, or desserts. You must register if you plan to attend
the meeting. A copy of the event registration form has been sent with this newsletter. Additional information on this inbound journey is on page 2.

This Issue of Connections, and more information about our club,
can be found on our website: http://www.fforegon.org
Contact us at: fforegon@comcast.net or PO Box 1703, Albany, Oregon 97321
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President Update - Russ Karow
As you are likely aware, President Murphy has put heart and soul into organizing the tour for our Armenian ALEX student delegation. Despite a few last minute hiccups, the tour is off to a resoundingly
good start. Thanks Dennis for your dedication to this one-time program (perhaps it will be considered for continuation if successful) and for your extraordinary efforts in keeping our club always moving forward. Our Texas inbound is on the horizon and is sure to also be a success.

First days of the ALEX Armenian student tour - World Beat booth, meals, breakfast at the
Powell’s on the way to the coast. Initial coast discoveries.
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Moment In FFI History

Did you know that Muhammad Ali was a participant in the first Friendship Force journey to
Newcastle-upon-Tyne England in 1977 and
was the first recipient of FFI’s International
Friendship Award in 1997?

Texas Inbound Journey - July 25-31 - Chris Duval
We are greatly looking forward to welcoming 17 authentic Texans to our Oregon communities on July 25, 2022. Please see the sign -up sheet attached to this newsletter for Texas activities and join us
for the Welcome Potluck on July 25 at 4:30pm at the Weigel's in Salem. This is your opportunity to
get to know our guests and offer them a hand of friendship. The potluck and welcome program will
be fun and exciting.
If you are interested in assisting in any way such as a day host or helping the Host Coordinator in
any number of small tasks, please contact Chris Duval. Although Mary Ellen Lind has been the coHost Coordinator in all the planning and arrangements for this journey, she will unfortunately be
gone when our ambassadors arrive. Mary Ellen's leadership has been instrumental in putting this
inbound journey together and is much appreciated.
Thanks to the hosts, day hosts, and small group dinner hosts for volunteering their homes, time, and
effort to make this journey a success. Remember, a world of friends is a world of peace.
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ARMENIAN STUDENTS TO VISIT AREA
A news article about the ALEX program sent to local papers by John Wolcott & Mary Ellen Lind
Nine college students and their chaperone from the Republic of Armenia will be spending the week
of June 25th through July 3rd with host families in the Willamette Valley. They will be participating
in the American Leadership Experience program, run by the U.S. Department of State, which brings
students from throughout the World to the United States for a cultural experience. The students first
spend a week in Washington D. C. as guests of the State Department, and then are placed in host
families for a personal cultural experience.
The Armenians will be staying with host families in Albany, Corvallis, Philomath, Dallas, and Salem
who are members of the Friendship Force of Oregon’s Mid-Willamette Valley club. Friendship Force
clubs throughout the country are participating in this program because of their long experience in
hosting and being guests in many US states and other countries in the world. The Mid-Willamette
Valley club is celebrating its 30-year anniversary this year.
The planned week includes attending the World Beat International Festival at the Riverfront Park in
Salem where they will have an Armenian booth, participate in a Parade of Nations, and enjoy international foods and dancing; spend a day at Oregon State University, where they will tour the campus and bookstore, see OSU dorm rooms, possibly visit a class in session, tour the Oak Creek Horticulture center and go bowling at the Memorial Union bowling alley. Students will visit the Grande
Ronde Native American reservation and the Chachalu Museum and Cultural Center. Since Armenia
is a land-locked country, they will see our coast at the Yaquina Head Natural Area Park and possibly
a private tour of the lighthouse. They will have opportunity to walk on the beach, and attend an educational session at the Hatfield Marine Science Center. They will also hike up the Cape Perpetua,
visit Seal Rock, and walk the Newport Bay Front.
On another day the students will be given a private tour of Nike Headquarters in Beaverton then
have opportunity for shopping. At the end of the day, they will experience all-American picnic at
Avery Park in Corvallis. Other activities include a tour and lunch at Gathering Together Farms,
learning about environmental reforesting at Starker Forest, and end with attending a Corvallis
Knights baseball game at Goss Stadium.
The final day will begin with the Lions Club Lumberjack Breakfast in Albany and participate in trail
clearing in Lebanon led by Rod Sell, a leader of Build Lebanon Trails. Finally, their week ends with
a pizza party at James Gang in Lebanon! The students will return to their host homes for packing
and farewells, then shuttle to the Portland Airport for their flight
home.
Newspaper editor: Questions or further information, contact:
Dennis Murphy
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30th Anniversary Virtual Celebration Part One
The history of our club in written materials and oral
narrative, by both club members and friends, was
presented in a Zoom session on April 9. Click here
to watch a recording of that session. The spoken
comments of Gloria Olson, our first club president,
and others are delightful.

30th Anniversary Virtual Celebration Part Two
The impact of Friendship Force (FF) involvement on the lives of club members
was the focus of our second anniversary
virtual celebration held via Zoom on
June 14. Click here to watch a recording of that session. Marilyn Peterson,
Kathy Butler, Ted Powell, Mary Ellen
Lind and Chris Duval “tell the story” of
how FF has affected their lives.

30th Anniversary August 13 Celebration Dinner
Saturday August 13th is fast approaching and July 15th is so close. What am I talking about? July
15th is the closure date for registering for our
30th Anniversary Big Party! Please don't delay,
send your registration and check to Marilyn Peterson, PO Box 1703, Albany OR 97321—see
form on page
We have invited as our guests the FF of Southern
Oregon, Columbia Cascades FF (PortlandVancouver) and Lower Columbia FF (LongviewKelso). The greeting will start at 3:30pm August 13th at the Corvallis Community Center, 2601 NW
Tyler AVE Corvallis OR 97330. Bring your nametag! There will be wine, beer and soft beverages to
help keep you meeting and greeting until dinner time. Your coming to the party will make it special!
Ted Powell, 30th Anniversary Chairman
https://www.moravian.org/mission/2020/11/30/advent-calendar-monday-november-30/
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30th Anniversary Celebration Dinner
You are cordially invited to attend the 30th Anniversary Celebration Dinner
for the Friendship Force of Oregon's Mid-Willamette Valley.
August 13, 2022
Social hour 3:30PM
Dinner 4:00 to 7PM
Corvallis Community Center, 2601 NW Tyler Ave, Corvallis, OR 97330
Dinner reservations must be received by July 15.
We request that only those who are fully COVID-19 vaccinated attend.
Dinner Reservation
Please complete and return with your payment by July 15.
Name(s):
Phone:
Email:
Number attending:
Amount included:
Member(s) of

Friendship Force of Oregon's Mid-Willamette Valley cost $25.00 per person
Friendship Force of Southern Oregon, Columbia Cascade Friendship Force, Lower
Columbia Friendship Force (no charge - you are our guest)

A limited amount of overnight hosting will be provided. Preference will be given to those
traveling from greatest distances. Requests for hosting are requested by July 15 and must
include a completed FFI ambassador application. https://www.thefriendshipforce.org/ wpcontent/uploads/2018/02/Ambassador-Application-and-Agreement-1.pdf

Send registration to: Marilyn Peterson PO Box 1703, Albany, OR 97321
541.9267431

peterson.marilyn@comcast.net
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June 12 General Meeting Highlights
Our second in-person general meeting of 2022 was held at the Salem Public Library on Sunday,
June 12. Twenty-eight people were in attendance! Carolyn Powers, Vicki Levine and Laura Kellenbarger, potential new members, joined the meeting. Newer members Arne and Mary Abrams and
Lisa Schachter were also present. At this meeting a vote was taken to amend the club bylaws as
follows:
ARTICLE VIII MEETINGS
Section 1.
The annual meeting of the club shall be held during the 4th quarter of each year at the time and
place to be designated by the President. The President will ensure that notice of the time and place
of this meeting is sent to each member at least fourteen (14) days prior to the meeting. The list of
nominations of officers for the upcoming year, pursuant to Article VI of these Bylaws, shall be made
part of this notice.
The vote to pass the amendment was 24 in favor and 0 against.
Other general business was conducted for the balance of the meeting including a Power Point
presentation on the recent Tuxtla Gutierrez journey and updates on the upcoming ALEX student
group visit and inbound and outbound journeys. Snacks and good conversation were shared by all.

Kathy Butler and her new wrap from Mexico

The song Chris Duval wrote and the FFOMWV group sang at the Tuxtla Gutierrez

President Murphy kicks off the meeting

Russ Karow gives Tuxtla Gutierrez journey highlights

Conversations before the meeting begins
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FFI Virtual Experiences
FFI continues to offer virtual experiences in addition to the actual journeys now taking place. To see the complete listing visit this website in your FFI portal - https://blog.friendshipforce.org/virtual-experiences/

FFI BOOK CLUB: “Holy Cow”
by Sarah MacDonald
Thursday, July 14, 2022, 11 am
Host: Kerstin Hogan, FFI Staff

The ninth book we are reading together is “Holy Cow!: An Indian Adventure”
by Australian journalist, author and radio broadcaster Sarah MacDonald. This
is her first book. It is said to be an often hilarious chronicle of MacDonald’s
adventures in a land of chaos and contradiction, of encounters with Hinduism, Islam and Jainism, Sufis, Sikhs, Parsis and Christians and a kaleidoscope of yogis, swamis and Bollywood stars. Register here.

The Cuban Reality

Sunday, July 24, 2022, 3:00 p.m. Pacific Time
Host: Paul Bardwil, Guest Speaker for FF Sacramento
Join the Friendship Force of Sacramento in their July meeting where
we will look at Cuba: the current relationship between Cuba and the
United States, legal travel to Cuba and the reality of Cubans living in
Cuba. Each American presidential change brings a new policy change
between Cuba and the United States. COVID has brought new challenges to Cuba in many ways. Cuba has created their own vaccines
and 92% of their population is vaccinated.
Paul Bardwil is the owner and president of Global Educational Facilitation. Bardwil has been directing educational travel to Mexico, Cuba,
Spain, Guatemala and Italy since 1995. Register here.

Friendship Force Virtual Experience Recordings can be found at the bottom of
the FFI member portal website listed above including two FFOMWV offerings.
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SCHEDULE OF UPCOMING JOURNEYS (updated June 2022)

2022

2023

2024

June 25 – July 3

INBOUND ALEX PROGRAM FROM ARMENIA: Dennis Murphy,
Journey Coordinator

July 25-31

INBOUND DOMESTIC: Inbound from Ft. Worth (Linda Doyle) and San Antonio,
(Corkie Playfair) #22513, coordinated with their journey to Southern Oregon
club (Amy Lepon); Host JCs: Mary Ellen Lind and Chris Duval

August 21-28
August 28-Sep 10

Pre-extension to the FFI Festival at Sea - Viking Sagas
FFI Festival at Sea – Northern Isles

October 2 - 14

OUTBOUND DOMESTIC: Outbound to Oklahoma (Rose Schultz), 10/2 – 10/8;
combine with our assigned outbound to Lake Hartwell, Georgia (DeeDee Sabo)
– 22764, 10/8-10/14; Ambassador JCs, Dennis Murphy and Mary Ellen Lind

April - TBD

OUTBOUND DOMESTIC 4 DAY MINI-JOURNEY TO SACRAMENTO

May – TBD

INBOUND DOMESTIC 4 DAY MINI-JOURNEY FROM SACRAMENTO

Late June (tentative)

OUTBOUND INTERNATIONAL: Outbound to Edmonton, Canada,
(Brenda Kane), combined with our outbound to Manitoba #20151, (Jean Hyrich); JCs: Mary Ellen Lind and Chris Duval.

Tentative Date TBD

INBOUND DOMESTIC: Inbound Denver, Colorado (Ilene Americus) 20403 to
be combined with their visit to San Francisco, California; Host JCs Dennis Murphy and Chris Duval

Not yet scheduled

INBOUND INTERNATIONAL: Inbound from Leuven, Belgium;
Host JCs Needed

June TBD

INBOUND INTERNATIONAL: Inbound from Tokyo, Japan #22501
Host JCs: Marilyn Peterson and Eileen Minette

Not Scheduled Yet

INBOUND DOMESTIC: Inbound from Charlotte, North Carolina, (Tommie Craig)
#21116.
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Minutes of 5-11-2022 Board Meeting
Attending: Kathy Butler, Dennis Murphy, Van Nichols, Marilyn Peterson, Chris Duval, Caye Poe,
Mary Ellen Lind, Juanita Weigel, Russ Karow, Ted Powell
Previous minutes approved. Treasurer’s report—approved.
The next part of our 30th anniversary celebration will be a zoom meeting on June 14 at 10am. Individuals must register in order to participate. Need memories to post. Mary Ellen will talk about Australia trip. Need experiences 200-400 words for the newspaper. Have several articles in the archive
we could use. Russ will write up. 3-4 in our group will share. Need volunteers to participate on day
that we record 3-4 minutes maximum and will signal or mute people when they go over.
Alex program will be 11 students 8 girls and 3 boys. Program is moving right along.
Sacramento—April/May 2023 has been confirmed. We are awaiting FFI’s 2023 journey assignments
to come shortly.

Kathy reported that our journey to Tuxtla was a great trip. Wonderful hosts. Lots of activities—very
hot outdoors. The airport in Mexico City was a challenge. But all eventually arrived safely in Tuxtla
Gutierrez.
Festival at Sea— We have a number of members going on this cruise. We want to ensure that we
know everyone who is going in order to support them.
June meeting will be at the Salem public library at 2pm on June 12, 2022. Details will be in the June
newsletter. Kathy will put together photos with Russ’s help to design a power point presentation on
our trip to Tuxtla. Second half of alphabet, M-Z will bring finger foods.
MEG Meeting: May 26th 3-5:00 The Hickory Barn in N. Albany food trucks and bar. Will send out an
email to advertise MEG.
Russ is going through the archives and placing old newsletters on film. Some were damaged. Russ
can put them on a thumb drive that would allow us to discard stored hard copy material. Items that
have original signatures may be donated to the Jimmy Carter library possibly.
Newsletter items are needed by May 23rd No new business.
FFI needs new board members for a 4 year term. Marilyn is finishing her term now.
Submitted by Caye Poe

July 13 Board Meeting—1 pm
Members are always welcome to attend board
meetings and to participate in discussions regarding club business. If you would like to attend,
please let Marilyn Peterson know. She will send
you the ZOOM link to the meeting. The next
board meeting will be June 13 at 1 pm.

June 8 Board Zoom Meeting
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Membership Application or Renewal for 2022
Annual dues cover the cost of the monthly newsletter and expenses for activities of the Friendship Force of Oregon’s Mid-Willamette Valley, as well as membership in Friendship Force International. Memberships expire on December 31, 2022.
Annual Dues Rate for 2023 is $45.00 per person (please print clearly). Please send form and
payment by December 1 if at all possible.
New members who join after August 1st but before December 31 of this year (2022) will pay at
the current rate of $40 and their member dues will extend through 2023.
This is a NEW_____ or a RENEWAL _____ Application
Name: ________________________________________________
Name: _______________________________________________

Address: ______________________________________________

City: ____________________________State______ ZIP_______

Dues enclosed: ($45.00 per person; $40 new members Aug 1 - Dec 31) $_______

Phone: ____________________ Cell: ______________________
www.fforegon.org

Email: _________________________________________________

Let There Be Peace on Earth

Let there be peace on earth, And let it begin with me.
Let there be peace on earth,
The peace that was meant to be.
With friendship as our mission, Family all are we.
Let us walk with each other In perfect harmony.
Let peace begin with me. Let this be the moment
now.
With every step I take, Let this be my solemn vow:
To take each moment,
And live each moment, In peace eternally.
Let there be peace on earth, And let it begin with me.

Friendship Force Pledge
As a member of the Friendship Force, I recognize
that I can make a difference. I recognize that I have
a mission. That mission is to be a friend to the people of the world. As I embark upon this adventure, I
know that others will be watching me. I know that
through my example to my fellow citizens and the
people of other nations, the cause of friendship,
love and peace can be furthered.
I can make a difference.
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Your 2022 Leadership Team
Board Members
President

Dennis Murphy

Vice-President

Kathy Butler

Secretary

Caye Poe

Treasurer

Van Nichols

Journey Coordinator

Chris Duval

Member At Large

Marilyn Peterson

Newsletter Editor/Archives

Russ Karow

Activity Leads
30th Anniversary Committee Ted Powell
Friendship Shared

Sue Stein

Internet Communications

Marilyn Peterson

Inventory & Merchandise

Rita Powell

MEG

Sharon Harr

Membership

Kathy Butler

Navigators

Barb Callner

Sunshine “Committee”

Sharon Harr

Journey Coordinators
April - May 2022 - Outbound Tuxtla Gutierrez and West Alajuela - Juanita Weigel & Kathy Butler
July 2022 - In bound Ft. Worth and San Antonio - Chris Duval & Mary Ellen Lind
June 2023 - Outbound to Edmonton, Canada - Chris Duval & Mary Ellen Lind (tentative)
TBD 2023 - Inbound Denver, combined with their visit to San Francisco - Dennis Murphy & Chris Duval
June TBD - Inbound from Tokyo - Marilyn Peterson & Eileen Minette

MyFFI - All Club Members Need An Account
Journey travel is underway! In order to go on a journey, you will need to have an account in the myFFI system. If
you have not yet set up an account, please use your computer and go to https://my.friendshipforce.org Click on the purple “Sign Up” box. Marilyn Peterson is available to answer questions about the site and to assist in account setup. Your
FFI staff has put significant effort into making myFFI the go-to place for FFI information. There is an entire section on
member resources - journeys, travel insurance, etc. Sign up today!

FFOMWV Archives
One of the other projects on which your board is working is to create an electronic archive for our club. Newsletters as
well as board and club meeting minutes are being worked on at this time. We have a few “holes” in our files. If anyone
has copies of these materials, please send to Russ Karow:
July 2001 newsletter (copy we have is damaged) – does anyone have a copy?
Jan 2006 newsletter (copy we have is damaged) – does anyone have a copy?
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