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The Friendship Force of Oregon’s Mid-Willamette Valley    January 2022 

Friendship Connections 

CALENDAR 

Jan 12, 1 pm - board meeting via Zoom (p 3) 

Jan 16, 2 pm - club general meeting via Zoom—

connection information will be sent the week prior 

(p 1) 

www.fforegon.org  

This Issue of Connections, and more information about our club,  

can be found on our website: http://www.fforegon.org 

Contact us at: fforegon@comcast.net or PO Box 1703, Albany, Oregon 97321 

January General Meeting Via Zoom - Jan 16, 2 pm 
 
Given the many continued unknowns about COVID and the fact that most public meetings spaces 
are not yet open, our January general meeting will again be held via Zoom.  We will induct our offic-
ers for 2022 and have a conversation with Jeremi Snook, Friendship Force International CEO and 
President.  Jeremi has been invited to give us an update about FFI activities and plans.  As you 
know, the last two years have been tumultuous for many organizations, especially those that rely on 
travel as a major component of their being.  Jeremi will share FFI leadership thoughts with us.  

See 

Jeremi Snook grew up in rural New Hampshire in the extreme northeastern part of the United States. 

Eager to explore the country, Jeremi broke free from his deep New England roots to attend the University 

of Florida from which he began his career working in nonprofit organizational development. Prior to join-

ing Friendship Force in November 2015, Jeremi has worked successfully with organizations to enhance 

their mission through innovation and operational efficiency. Jeremi’s work includes the United Way of 

Central Carolinas and the Uptown Emergency Shelter in Charlotte, North Carolina. In 2008, he took a 

short break from the nonprofit sector to help start a medical manufacturing company that earned him and 

his partner the Top 50 Fastest Growing Companies award. Most recently, Jeremi served as Chief Oper-

ating Officer with Spaulding Youth Center, a leading community-based provider of educational services for children with neu-

rological or behavioral challenges in Northfield, New Hampshire, USA. Jeremi also holds a Masters in Business Administra-

tion from Queens University of Charlotte. With a love for travel, he enjoys exploring different cultures and has a personal 

appreciation for the impact these experiences can have on an individual’s view of the world. Jeremi is excited to have found 

the Friendship Force with a mission to encourage others in these very same experiences.  
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President’s Message - A New Year Greets Us 

Happy New Year! 

We begin this new year with optimism that we will soon begin to have general meetings in person, 

and that the adventures of both hosting and travelling will once again bring both new and old friends 

back into our lives.  However, as you see in our monthly calendar, our general meeting on Janu-

ary16th, at 2:00PM will again be a Zoom meeting.  We will be working hard on finding a venue for 

the February meeting that will be safe for us to meet in person.  The January 16
th
 meeting will begin 

with the swearing in of our existing board officers for another one-year term.  The efforts of the offic-

ers, the entire board, and the leadership chairpersons during the past year has been filled with en-

thusiastic dedication to the goals of our Friendship Force organization.  They all deserve your words 

of strong appreciation when you see them.  Our club is thriving because of the efforts of both our 

leadership and our members. 

Strong words of appreciation go to the members of Friendship Force who hosted small group din-

ners this holiday season.  Six of our homes were opened to about 40 Friendship Force members to 

eat a meal together, to have a time of catch-up with each other and to meet several new members.  

From what I experienced and have heard from others, the conversations were most interesting and 

the food was fabulous!  Thank you! 

Our 2021 memberships have now expired, and it is important that you renew with your 2022 mem-

bership dues as soon as possible.  Please complete the membership application (p 11) and mail it 

with your payment to our post office box.  We had 56 members at the end of the year, roughly 14 of 

those members have yet to sign up on the members-only website.  Please make every effort to do 

so in the coming month.  You will not be able to travel without this membership, and you will also 

miss out on important communications from FFI. 

There is an opportunity for our club to host 17–19-year-old students from around the world this com-

ing year (p 7).  There is a more detailed explanation of this program in our excellent newsletter, 

thank you Russ!  Please give some thought to the program and let me know so I can give you addi-

tional details. 

In Friendship—Dennis 

 MyFFI  

If you have not yet done so, please set up your on-line myFFI account.  Every person associated with FFI will need their 

own account.  To sign up, go to your favorite web browser (it is easiest to use a computer versus a phone or tablet/iPad) 

and type https://my.friendshipforce.org into the search bar.  Click on the purple “Sign Up” box.  Enter your name, club 

from the select list (Friendship Force of Oregon’s Mid-Willamette Valley) and your email.  Two people cannot sign up 

under a single email.  If you routinely share an email with a partner, in this instance, you will need to create a standalone 

account.  This can be easily done by creating an email account within Gmail.  Your myFFI membership will show as 

‘pending’ until our club administrators (Dennis or Kathy) certify your membership.  You will receive an email through 

which you can confirm your signup.  Look in spam, junk, or promotions if you do not receive an email in your inbox.  Mar-

ilyn Peterson is available to answer questions about the site, its functionality, future plans or technical difficulties. 

 

https://my.friendshipforce.org


FFOMWV \January 2022 Page 3 

 

January Zoom Board Meeting - January 12 at 1:00pm 

Members are always welcome to attend board meetings and to participate in discussions regarding 

club business.  If you would like to attend, please let Marilyn Peterson know.  She will send you the 

Zoom link to the meeting. 

 

 

 

 

FFOMWV Dues for 2022 

Dues for 2022 will be $40 per person.  This is $5 increase over the pre-

pandemic dues level of $35 (we used a discounted rate in 2021).  Why the 

increase?  FF International has raised their dues level to $25, a $5 in-

crease over the past.  Our local dues will remain at $15.  Local funds are 

used in club management - space rental fees, printing and mailing, web 

site fees, etc.  If you have any questions about our dues, please speak 

with any board members to gain more information.  See page 11 for a cur-

rent dues submission form and mailing address.  Please pay your dues as 

soon as possible. 

December 8 board meeting screen 

shot.  Board meetings are filled with 

laughter. 

Co-Journey Coordinators Needed for Oklahoma & Lake Hartwell, 

Georgia Outbound Journey 2022 - Chris Duval 

We plan to travel to Oklahoma and to Lake Hartwell, Georgia in late September or October, 2022. In 

order to take a contingent of our members to these states, we need to have a set of Co-Journey Co-

ordinators to lead the group. This journey will include a 5 or 6 night stay in each place, with a travel 

day in between. The co-JCs will need to plan for travel arrangements for the group as well as adver-

tise the journey, gather ambassador applications, approve ambassadors, communicate with the 

hosts about activities that are planned, and lead the group on the journey.  

We have been in communication with both of these host clubs and they are in agreement that all 

hosts and ambassadors will need to show proof of full vaccination. Domestic journeys are an excel-

lent opportunity to meet other FF members without an overseas flight. It is so much fun to see other 

areas in the US. Please let Chris Duval know if you are interested in serving as a co-Journey Coordi-

nator for this journey. We must have leadership in place in order to continue planning for this jour-

ney.   

Thanks for your consideration. Chris Duval. 

https://statesymbolsusa.org/symbol-official-item/oklahoma/state-insect/black-swallowtail 

Official State Butterfly of Oklaho-

ma - the black-swallowtail 



FFOMWV \January 2022 Page 4 

 

End of Year Holiday Gatherings 

Small group dinners were held in November and December.  Our thanks to those who have agreed to host. 
   

Eileen Minette, Saturday, November 13 
Ted and Rita Powell, Saturday, December 4 

Russ and Marla Karow, Saturday, December 11 
John and Ruth Wyse, Tuesday, December 14 

Kathy Butler and Marilyn Peterson, Friday, December 17 
Chris Duval and Van Nichols, Sunday, December 19 

 
Photos from five of these dinners are shown below.  See page 11 and 12  for commentary! 

Minette—Nov 13 Karow - Dec 11 

And what’s this? 

Powell—Dec 4 Who says greyhounds can’t point? 

Butler & Peterson—Dec 17 Nichols & Duval—Dec 19 
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Help Us Reveal the History and Impacts  of FFOMWV 

We need your stories!  What or who drew you to join our Mid-Willamette Valley organization? De-

scribe your first journey or hosting experience.  What did you expect and what did you learn?  What 

have you enjoyed most as you continue your journey with FFI?  We want to hear from you.  Send 

your stories to Russ Karow, newsletter editor. 

This newsletter includes a tale from Barb Callner about a journey she took to Russia in 2003. 

Russia - the Thunder Egg - Barb Callner 

(A Thunder Egg is a volcanic geode that looks like a 

hunk of rock, but when cut open may contain beauti-

ful crystal formations) 

Gray, uneven, pock-marked, bleak, expressionless, 

guarded. But only on the surface. When cracked 

open, even a wee bit, Russia became a rich magical 

treasure chest filled with sparkles of light and love. 

My first contact with this phenomenon was at the St. 

Petersburg Airport at the customs station. I felt as 

though I had been dropped from the sky into a pre-Perestroika Soviet movie set. I found myself in a 

gray prison-like room with a gruff customs agent stamping my passport with disdain. What had I got-

ten myself into? But, after about ten minutes of very real fear about my future for the next 27 days, 

our band of 20 was greeted by warm, smiling St. Petersburg Friendship Force members who 

whisked us off to our hotel. 

Large, architecturally bland and unmistakably Soviet apartment complexes were my homes in Mos-

cow and Novgorod. I walked through small entrances, up dark concrete stairways surrounded by 

thick walls, well insulated from the sounds of any neighbor, by the two doors, one right inside the 

other. But that all ended when the doors opened. Inside I was greeted with warmth and light and col-

or and texture and delicious smells and smiles. Home! 

School # 1262 in Moscow and School # 26 in Novgorod were much the same on the outside as the 

apartments. But once I became engaged with students, the rock broke open and the treasure spilled 

out.  

“Who is your favorite Russian author; composer?” I had to 

really think about that since my last contact with Russian 

novelists had been in college. I quickly countered these 

questions by asking about their favorite American writers. 

They responded unhesitatingly with Jack London, Mark 

Twain, even Stephen King. Their knowledge of American, 

British and their own Russian literature and history 

astounded me.  

 
https://www.geologyin.com/2020/05/thunderegg-

ordinary-rocks-with-crystal.html 

https://www.bonanza.com/listings/Thunder-Eggs-from-Madras-Oregon 
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“And what about Pushkin?” Embarrassed, I told them that I recognized the name, but had not read 

him. On the last day of our school visit in Moscow, we were treated to a Pushkin presentation. Sitting 

in the front row as honored guests with 10
th
 grade interpreters sitting directly behind us, we learned 

about their beloved poet laureate. Clothed in elaborate nineteenth century costumes, a cast of thirty 

9
th
 graders consisting of 10 Pushkin’s, 10 of his lovers, and 10 more musicians and short-story ac-

tors, regaled us with the life and works of ‘The Poet’. 

And then came the climax for me. While reciting part of a poem, one of the Pushkin’s forgot his lines. 

The entire audience made up of 8
th 

through 11
th
 graders came to his rescue by reciting the rest of 

the poem for him. Culture and literature and the delight of learning exploded before me.  

I am convinced that it is the people who are the treasure inside this magnificent Thunder Egg called 
Russia. Their intelligence, courage, and pride are 
the sparkles in the grayness. I was profoundly 
touched by their generosity and inspired by their 
resourcefulness. From these people, I’ve learned 
more about my own history and values, and the 
vast possibilities of the human spirit. Spaceba bol-
shoi, dear Russia.  

 

 

https://www.rbth.com/arts/333015-alexander-pushkin-critics 

$45 in honor of 45 years of Friendship Force - Marilyn Peterson  

March 1, 2022 - World Friendship Day as recognized by Friendship Force. Can you believe that our 
organization will celebrate its 45th anniversary next March? That is a real milestone. 45 years of A 
World of Friends is a World of Peace.  

As travel begins to open up, we think of the possibilities of making more friends in 2022. The past 
months have been difficult, and it appears that there might be some more bumps in the travel road in 
the future.  

How can we help Friendship Force International continue to promote peace through friendship? We 
can help by making sure that while we are not traveling the organization remains financially strong.  

If you have not donated to FFI in the past, now is the time. If you have donated, thank you. 45 years 
of friendships made and kept. A donation of $1 for each of those 45 years would make a positive im-
pact on FFI’s financial health.  

$45 for 45 years of friendship. What a great way to show our support!  

Questions: please contact Marilyn Peterson 

To donate you may click on this link: https://donorbox.org/crossing-the-finish-line 

Thank you for your support.  

 

https://nam04.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fdonorbox.org%2Fcrossing-the-finish-line&data=04%7C01%7CRussell.Karow%40oregonstate.edu%7C4e6edd3f3b964497bd1108d9b368ef56%7Cce6d05e13c5e4d6287a84c4a2713c113%7C0%7C0%7C637738085558837173%7CUnkno
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American Leadership Experience (ALEX) - Dennis Murphy 

Friendship Force Clubs across the US have the opportunity to host 17-19 year old students from 62 

countries in Europe, Eurasia, Asia, the Middle East and Africa for 7 to 9 days in the coming year.  

The students will visit the host clubs in groups of 10 to 12.  They are proficient in English.  This is a 

one year program by the Department of State for 900 students that have missed the opportunity to 

participate in more extensive 10 month programs due to the COVID epidemic. 

Site visits to Friendship Force clubs will be based on themes/interests that each host club decides 

on.  These can range from environment, business/entrepreneurship, volunteering activities, and so-

cial/cultural activities.  Friendship Force Clubs will be compensated for the expenses involved in the 

program.  Visits will be spread out in two-week intervals beginning in February of 2022 and continu-

ing thru the end of the year.  We would have the choice of dates and countries. 

If you are interested in hosting one or more students and actively participating in planning the host-

ing event, please contact me for additional detailed information. 

 
ALEX is an American Councils for International Edu-

cation and US State Department Program 

About Our Members - Rosie and Jim Brabeck 

Jim Brabeck was born in Chicago in 1948 the fourth of eight children. Raised in Chicago suburb of 

Berwyn until enlisting in the USAF at age 20. Upon discharge Jim landed in Missoula, MT where his 

parents and younger four siblings had relocated. Jim’s dad had retired from USPS and mom, a Mon-

tana girl, wanted to get ‘home’. 

Rosanne Haugh, born in 1952, is a native Montanan, raised in Missoula, as were her parents. 

In October 1973 Jim was introduced to Rosanne by a mutual friend at the University of Montana 

(The GRIZ). Ten months later, August 1974, Jim and Rosanne were married at Holland Lake, MT in 

a beautiful outdoor ceremony. 

Daughter Katy came along in 1976 followed by Suzanne in 1979. Jim taught seventh grade in Lolo, 

MT for three years. The little family moved to Billings, MT in 1981 and then to Dallas County, TX in 

1983 where both Jim & Rosanne worked in the insurance industry. Daughter Katy followed her par-

ents graduating from the University of Montana; Suzanne graduated from Texas A & M. 

Katy and husband, Jeff live in Corvallis.  Suzanne and husband, Mike, live just outside Washington, 

DC, in Herndon, VA. 

Rosanne returned to Missoula in 2006 to help her dad care for her ailing mom. 

She continued to work ‘remotely’ at her Texas insurance position. Jim followed 

Rosanne to Missoula in 2007. 

Jim retired in 2014; Rosanne in 2017, just months after moving to Corvallis. 

As the nest emptied, the travel bug bit, with a number of trips, cruises, and 

cross-country road adventures. 

We look forward to having COVID in the rear view mirror. 
For you puzzlers—see page 

11 for the cake code decipher 
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SCHEDULE OF UPCOMING JOURNEYS (December 2021) 
Note—there are changes in plans 

2022 April 29-May 13 

July 25-30 

August 21-28  
August 28-Sep 10 

Fall of 2022 

2023 June  (tentative) 

Tentative 

OUTBOUND INTERNATIONAL: Outbound to Tuxtla 
Gutierrez and West Alajuela #22729; Ambassador JCs, Juanita 
Weigel and Kathy Butler. 

INBOUND DOMESTIC: Inbound from Ft. Worth (Linda Doyle) and 
San Antonio, (Hope Robles) #22513, coordinated with their jour-
ney to Southern Oregon club (Amy Lepon); Host JCs: Mary Ellen 
Lind and Chris Duval. 

Pre-extension to the FFI Festival at Sea - Viking Sagas 
FFI Festival at Sea – Northern Isles 

OUTBOUND DOMESTIC: Outbound to Oklahoma (Rose Schultz), 
combined with our assigned outbound to Lake Hartwell, Georgia 
(DeeDee Sabo) – #22764. Note: 5 days each, with a travel day in 
between. Co-Journey Coordinators needed. 

OUTBOUND INTERNATIONAL: Outbound to Edmonton, Canada, 
(Brenda Kane), possibly combined with our outbound to Manitoba  
#20151, (Jean Hyrich) Tentative JCs: Mary Ellen Lind and Chris 
Duval. 

INBOUND DOMESTIC: Inbound Denver, Colorado (Ilene Ameri-
cus) #20403 to be combined with their visit to San Francisco, 
Cali-fornia; Host JCs Dennis Murphy and Chris Duval;  

September  (tentative) INBOUND INTERNTIONAL: Inbound from North Bay, Ontario, 
Canada #20326; to be combined with stop in Flathead Valley, 
Montana and Colorado Springs, Colorado, by North Bay. 

2024   June TBD INBOUND INTERNATIONAL: Inbound from Tokyo, Japan #22501 
Host JCs: Marilyn Peterson and Eileen Minette 

Not Scheduled INBOUND DOMESTIC: Inbound from Charlotte, North Carolina, 
(Tommie Craig) #21116.  

https://www.crwflags.com/fotw/flags/us-nccha.html, Public Domain 

Blue and white are the official colors of Char-
lotte, as reflected in the color choice for the field 
and saltire. The seal depicts a tree in the center, 
symbolizing growth. The rays radiating from the 
tree affirm this, representing hope for a bright 
future. Hanging off the tree is a hornet's nest, a 
Revolutionary War-era symbol. The symbol was 
explained in a city pamphlet, which reads: 

... in the American Revolution, her citizens 
fought so fiercely that a British general com-
pared being in Charlotte to being in a hornet’s 
nest. 
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FFI Virtual Experiences 
 

See https://blog.friendshipforce.org/virtual-experiences/ for a full listing. 
 

FFI BOOK CLUB: “The Puma Years” by Laura Coleman 
Wednesday, January 19, 2021, 11 am Pacific 
Host: Kerstin Hogan, FFI Staff 

The fifth book we are reading together is “The Puma Years” by British writer, activ-
ist and artist Laura Coleman. It covers her purpose-finding journey in the Amazon 
jungles of Bolivia. Please go to your favorite book store or borrow this moving 
memoir from the library around the corner and start reading now.  “Readers will be 
hooked by Coleman’s compelling storytelling right from the opening pages…There 
are poignant breakthroughs, unsettling setbacks, terrifying dangers, narrow es-
capes, heartbreaking separations and reunions, and hookups and relationships, all 

channeled through Coleman’s honest, wry, self-effacing, and always entertaining narrative…This is an amaz-
ing tale, one that readers will remember.” ― Booklist   Register here. 

Faces & Places: A Taste of Western Oregon 
Host: FF Oregon’s Mid-Willamette Valley 
This is the recording of our club presentation 

Native Americans had been living in the Willamette Valley of Oregon for over ten 
thousand years before the first European settlers arrived. 170 years ago, the valley 
was the “end of the Oregon Trail” and was seen as an Eden, a land of plenty for the 
early settlers.  Today the valley continues to hold great opportunities for natural re-
source wealth as well as scenic beauty.   View here. 

 

Other recorded virtual experiences can be found at the FFI Virtual Experience website https://
blog.friendshipforce.org/virtual-experiences/ 

Holiday Dinner Notes 

Minette - Rosella Workinger, Mary Ellen Lind, Dennis Murphy, Barb Callner and Nancy Hoecker con-
tributed to the dinner at Eileen Minette’s welcoming home. Hors d’oeuvres, Moroccan Chicken, 
soup, home-grown vegetables and salad, pita bread, apple crisp, and wine, made this meal sublime! 
However, the highlight of this gathering for me, was the warm, relaxed and comfortable setting, 
where stories were told and friends learned much more about each other, and perhaps themselves. 

Powell - The theme was Russian, with delicious Russian food and drinks. Ted and Rita were the 

hosts, along with their dogs, Fig and Chase.   A white elephant gift exchange was fun and a couple 

of attendees took home souvenirs from Russia donated by the Powell's. Chris Duval was thrilled to 

get a beautiful hand-painted Russian stool and two wooden pictures. Gail Wolcott took home an au-

thentic Russian musical instrument. 

Karow - John and Ruth Wyse, Sharon and Peter Harr, Tom Smith and Jean 
Townes gathered at the Karows.  Appetizers, grilled salmon, wild rice casserole, 
salad, and apple crisp were on the menu as was delightful conversation.  We 
had a gift exchange with wall decorations from foreign travels, pisco from Peru, a 
candle, an Oregon ornament and other wonders in the offing. 

 

  

https://blog.friendshipforce.org/virtual-experiences/
https://us06web.zoom.us/meeting/register/tZ0qf-6spj4oHtU5O8Z8B0YuAz7EKB0LvAWb
https://vimeo.com/646576928
https://vimeo.com/646576928
https://blog.friendshipforce.org/virtual-experiences/
https://blog.friendshipforce.org/virtual-experiences/
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BOARD MEETING MINUTES 
November 10, 2021 - 1 PM via Zoom 

 
Present via Zoom meeting:  Dennis Murphy, Marilyn Peterson, Russ Karow, Kathy Butler, Chris Duval, Mary 
Ellen Lind.  Absent:  Van Nichols, Caye Poe, Eileen Minette. 
 
Corrections to minutes of 10/31/21:  Van Nichols was absent; Chris Duval was present. Corrected spelling of 
the name Hemily . 
 
Treasures Report:  Van sent report to members.   
Journey reports:   
*Outbound Tuxtla/Costa Rica -  Kathy stated not yet able to contact Mavie of Tuxtla.  Chris will continue trying 
to set dates, probably in May, 2022.  Not firm about # of ambassadors, possibly 20.  Vaccinated in Costa Ri-
ca.  Not sure of Tuxtla.   
*Inbound Tokyo dates June 7 – 13, but may be dependent on Rose festival schedule.   Marilyn said 20 am-
bassadors.  
*Inbound from Fort Worth and San Antonio, Texas, about 20 ambassadors, July 25 – 30. *Outbound to Okla-
homa and Lake Hartwell, Georgia.  When surveyed, 14 members said “yes” for this journey and 12 were in-
definite.  We still need JCs for this journey.   
Discussed number of journeys our club will do per year.  Agreed on 2 inbound and 2 outbound – one domes-
tic and one international.  We are available for journeys April – November.  Not available for 4 winter months.  
We are open to receiving stop-overs that are not full weeks as well as Open World and themed journeys. We 
will be repeating journey request forms with FFI for 2023. 
My.friendshipforce.org registration:  Dennis reported that about 20 current members have not registered 
with my.friendshipforce.org.  Some are couples who have not registered individually.  Dennis said he will send 
personal letter with instructions or, with their request, he can sign them up.  He will inform them that register-
ing is necessary in order to go on journeys. 
Virtual Experience:  Dennis reminded our speakers that they need to sign up for the Virtual Experience like 
everyone else.  Discussion about notifying others about the V.E. program such as folks from other clubs plus 
FF sites, suggested posting on Facebook. 
Small group dinners:  Chris reviewed those dinners that are filled and openings. 
Newsletter articles:  Need article about donation to FFI re. “$45 for 45 years” promotion.  Marilyn will write 
article.  Chris will write article about her journey to Connecticut FF club this October.  Dennis contacted John 
and Ruth Wyse regarding article about how they came to join FFI.   
Resume Albany library for monthly club mtgs.  Kathy will contact the library.   
 
Respectfully submitted,  
Mary Ellen Lind, Substitute Secretary 

SPECIAL BOARD MEETING 
November 22, 2021 - 1 PM via Zoom 

 
 Present:  Dennis Murphy, Marilyn Peterson, Kathy Butler, Chris Duval, Mary Ellen Lind.  
 Absent:  Russ Karow, Van Nichols, Cay Poe, Juanita Weigel, Eileen Minette 
 
Purpose of meeting was to resolve the scheduling of the Tokyo inbound due to their request to come in 2023 
instead of 2022. 
 
President Dennis Murphy stated concern about hosting three journeys in 2023 and being able to find enough 
hosts for each journey.  He also stated that FFI has been requested to schedule North Bay, Ontario to be our 
one international inbound in 2023. Marilyn stated that Tokyo is not interested in the inbound being a stop-
over; they want the full journey. 
 
After discussion, all board members present agreed that if Tokyo continues to want journey postponement 
from 2022, that they be offered the inbound journey in 2024 or 2025.  This was agreed by all the board mem-
bers present.  
 
Submitted by Mary Ellen Lind, Appointed secretary 
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Membership Application or Renewal for 2022 

Annual dues cover the cost of the monthly newsletter and expenses for activities of the Friend-

ship Force of Oregon’s Mid-Willamette Valley, as well as membership in Friendship Force Inter-

national.  Memberships expire on December 31, 2022. 

Annual Dues Rate for 2022 is $40.00 per person (please print clearly).  Please send form and 

payment by December 1 if at all possible.  

This is a NEW_____ or a RENEWAL _____ Application 

 

Name: ________________________________________________ 

 

Name: _______________________________________________ 

 

Address: ______________________________________________ 

 

City: ____________________________State______ ZIP_______ 

 

Dues enclosed: ($40.00 per person) $_______  

 

Phone: ____________________ Cell: ______________________ 

 

Email: _________________________________________________ 

 

Mail To: Friendship Force, PO Box 1703, Albany, OR 97321 

Let There Be Peace on Earth 
Let there be peace on earth, And let it begin with me.  
Let there be peace on earth, 
The peace that was meant to be.  
With friendship as our mission, Family all are we.  
Let us walk with each other In perfect harmony.  
Let peace begin with me. Let this be the moment 
now.  
With every step I take, Let this be my solemn vow:  
To take each moment, 
And live each moment, In peace eternally. 
Let there be peace on earth, And let it begin with me. 

Friendship Force Pledge 

As a member of the Friendship Force, I recognize 

that I can make a difference. I recognize that I have 

a mission. That mission is to be a friend to the peo-

ple of the world. As I embark upon this adventure, I 

know that others will watching me. I know that 

through my example to my fellow citizens and the 

people of other nations, the cause of friendship, 

love and peace can be furthered. I can make a dif-

ference. 

www.fforegon.org  

Cake Code:  MTTXMTOR meant: Montana Texas Montana Ore-
gon (places we’ve lived).  17000 was the number of DAYS married to 
that point.  Why wait for an ANNIVERSARY?  
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Your 2022 Leadership Team 

Board Members 

President    Dennis Murphy   

Vice-President   Kathy Butler    

Secretary   Caye Poe   

Treasurer   Van Nichols   

Journey Coordinator  Chris Duval   

Member At Large  Marilyn Peterson  

Newsletter Editor/Archives Russ Karow   

Activity Leads 

Friendship Shared  Sue Stein    

Internet Communications Marilyn Peterson   

Inventory & Merchandise  Rita Powell   

MEG     Sharon Harr   

Membership   Kathy Butler   

Navigators   Barb Callner   

Sunshine “Committee”   Sharon Harr    

Holiday Dinner Notes (continued)  

Wyse - the evening was beautiful as the sun was setting at the home of John and Ruth 
Wyse.   We were awed by the view from their home as we looked at the rolling green 
fields, the partly snow-covered Cascade mountains and the array of colors in the even-
ing sky.  The gathering was with like-minded friends, some who have been with Friend-
ship Force for many years:  Ruth and John Wyse, Pat Byers, Polly Davenport, Dennis 
Murphy and Mary Ellen Lind, and newer friends to our club:  Liz Callahan, Carol Hall, 
Arnie and Mary Abrahms (previously, FF members at the Medford location).  The con-
versations spanned many stories of careers and travels.  It was obvious that most of us 
yearned to travel again as soon as possible.  Ruth prepared numerous delicious snacks 
for us to munch on before a wonderful meal was served that ended with a delightful des-
sert.  Probably all of us were carrying cell phones with photographic capability, but we 
were so focused on each other and conversation while enjoying the food that no one 
thought to snap a photo of our group! 

Butler/Peterson - Kay Macpherson, Louise Claassen, Carl Wilhelm, Ted and Rita Powell gathered for dinner 
hosted by Kathy Butler and Marilyn Peterson.  After visiting over appetizers, diners enjoyed salad, baked root 
vegetable gratin, steamed broccoli and amazing Swiss chard beef rolls. Kathy is an outstanding chef. Dessert 
was buche de Noel (rolled sponge cake or Yule log - see photo).  Conversation was nonstop. Lots of stories 
were shared including one about the Great Jackson County Train Robbery (yes, this did happen in Oregon).  

Nichols/Duval - The Karows, Nancy Hoecker and Chris Duval met at Van’s house.  Ap-
petizers led the way to a baked ham, hearty vegetable soup, sweet potato, baked vege-
tables, salad and strawberry-rhubarb pie feast.  Stories of travel (past and planned), 
grandchildren exploits and childhood memories graced the evening.   

Yule log 


