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Update from FFI
Your FFI has not been sitting idly by for the past two years waiting for COVID to clear. FFI has made significant changes in its operations and updated its web “faces” to members and the world. FFI President & CEO
Jeremi Snook provides updates on these changes in both video and written formats at the links below. Your
FFOMWV board encourages you to watch or read to find out more about these changes.
Video Update from Friendship Force International (~ 7 minutes): WATCH HERE
Written Summary of the Video: READ NOW

This Issue of Connections, and more information about our club,
can be found on our website: http://www.fforegon.org
Contact us at: fforegon@comcast.net or PO Box 1703, Albany, Oregon 97321
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President’s Message –Dennis Murphy

It takes all of us!
In the last few months our club did its first outbound journey in almost three years when we traveled to visit our
friends in Tuxtla-Gutierrez, Mexico. Ironically that was
the last club to visit us prior to the onset of the COVID
pandemic. In July, we hosted nine Armenian students
and their leader as part of a new State Department and
American Councils program known as ALEX. That was
our first incoming journey in three years! Then we
turned around quickly and hosted the combined clubs of
Fort Worth and San Antonio, Texas. All of these journeys were successful and rewarding for all who were involved.
These journeys, both inbound and outbound,
could not have been successful with just the ambassador coordinators. To be successful, they
needed the participation and help of many members of our club, and in many cases, the help and
participation of the members of our general community. In my almost two years as your leader,
this awareness of the importance of every single
member of our club has become more and more
evident. We all have our different ways of helping Friendship Force to succeed in its mission of
spreading friendships and thus peace around the
world. Every one of those actions is important in
perhaps ways that we will never understand. The
contributions of every member, be it in suggestions, leadership, sharing our story with members of
the community, participating in a Zoom meeting, hosting, small
group dinners, going to a MEG gathering, or participating in a potluck picnic, are critical in keeping the spirit and purpose of Friendship Force alive.
Keeping that thought in mind, on August 13 th, we will be celebrating
the 30th Anniversary of our club. Thirty years of so very many
members of our Friendship Force community contributing to the
goal of spreading deep and lasting friendships around the world.
When I look at the membership lists of our club, both present and
past, I see a list of amazing and wonderful people who have all contributed in one way or another to the goals of Friendship Force.
The celebration on August 13th, is in celebration of all of those efforts by all the members of our club, both present and past. You
have made this world of ours a far better and certainly more friendly
place, thank you!
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A Moment in Club History
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30th Anniversary Virtual Celebration - Part One
The history of our club in written materials and oral narrative, by both club members and friends,
was presented in a Zoom session on April 9. Click here to watch a recording of that session. The
spoken comments of Gloria Olson, our first club president, and others are delightful.

30th Anniversary Virtual Celebration - Part Two
The impact of Friendship Force (FF) involvement on the lives of club members was the focus of our
second anniversary virtual celebration held via Zoom on June 14. Click here to watch a recording of
that session. Marilyn Peterson, Kathy Butler, Ted Powell, Mary Ellen Lind and Chris Duval “tell the
story” of how FF has affected their lives.

30th Anniversary Celebration - Part Three - Dinner
Saturday August 13th is fast approaching. This is the day of our 30th Anniversary Celebration Dinner. It is too late for the early deadline for registration for the dinner, but if your plans have changed
and you can now attend, please contact Ted Powell immediately.
We have invited as our guests the FF of Southern Oregon, Columbia Cascades FF (PortlandVancouver) and Lower Columbia FF (Longview-Kelso). The gathering will be held at the Corvallis
Community Center, 2601 NW Tyler Ave, Corvallis OR 97330. Bring your nametag! There will be
wine, beer and soft beverages to help keep you meeting and greeting until dinner time.
Social hour - 3:30 pm
Program and dinner - 4 - 7 pm

We need more volunteers to help with setup and
cleanup. Please let me know if you can help.
Ted Powell, 30th Anniversary Chairman

Texas Journey Off and Running - Chris Duval
On Monday, July 25, we welcomed 14 genuine Texans to Oregon at a
Welcome Potluck hosted by Juanita and Lloyd Weigel. Everyone had a
great time eating delicious food, having their official photos taken, and
sharing the "essence" of their commonalities found in their initial conversations. We ended the evening with a song "Deep in the Heart of
Texas - and Oregon!, as well as singing Let There Be Peace on Earth.
The rest of the week's activities include an overnight trip to Newport at
the beach, dining and tour of the Thyme Garden in Alsea, a day in Salem, a free day, small group dinners, and wine tasting, among other
events. Thanks to everyone who is taking part!
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Schedule
Sun - World Beat
Mon - OSU
Tues & Wed - tribes & coast
Thur - Portland & picnic
Fri - forestry & baseball
Sat - Lebanon Trails & shuttle

ALEX Journey In Photos
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FFI Virtual Experiences
With actual journeys now taking place, FFI’s virtual offerings are minimal. The FFI book club continues as do language training schools. continues to offer virtual experiences in addition to the actual
journeys now taking place. To see a current listing, visit this website in your FFI portal - https://
blog.friendshipforce.org/virtual-experiences/
FFI BOOK CLUB
“Turn right at Machu Picchu” by Mark Adams
Wednesday, September 28, 2022, 11 am Pacific Time
Host: Kerstin Hogan, FFI Staff
The tenth book we are reading together is “Turn right at Machu Picchu”
by New York Times bestselling author Mark Adams. In 1911, Hiram
Bingham III climbed into the Andes Mountains of Peru and located the
lost city of Machu Picchu. A hundred years later, Mark Adams set out to
retrace the explorer’s perilous path. This bestseller is Adams’ fascinating and funny account of his journey through some of the world’s most
majestic, historic, and remote landscapes guided only by a hard-asnails Australian survivalist and one nagging question: Just what was
Machu Picchu? Register here.
Friendship Force Virtual Experience Recordings can be found at the bottom of
the FFI member portal website listed above including two FFOMWV offerings!

August 10 Board Meeting—1 pm
Members are always welcome to attend board meetings and to participate in discussions regarding
club business. If you would like to attend, please let Marilyn Peterson know. She will send you the
ZOOM link to the meeting. The next board meeting will be August 10 at 1 pm.

FFOMWV - August 2022 Page 6

Moonfall Theatre - Sept 24 Event - Reserve Your Tickets Now
Save the date: September 24, 2022 for “Welcome Back!”
Moonfall Theatre (put on by one of our former FF members, Marlene Cox) is producing a show late
this summer. We are fortunate enough to be one of the groups honored to take part in this enjoyable
fundraiser once again!
Moonfall Theatre began over 30 years ago in a small farmhouse as entertainment for friends. It blossomed into a community theater format when it was seen to be an ideal setting for non-profit groups
to raise funds. By happy circumstance, this coincided with the building of Marlene and Michael Cox’s
beautiful Victorian style home in the country. A small theater was built onto the house! Since then,
various local groups have enjoyed a drive down the country lane for an evening of good food, good
friends, and great entertainment in the intimate setting of a private home. The program is always an
eclectic mix of comedy skits and fine singing much like the Music Hall shows of bygone years. The
Friendship Force has held an annual event there for at least 15 years and is the longest lasting supporter of the theater’s efforts . . . and, their oldest friends.
The action starts at 7 pm; we get ourselves seated at 7:20 pm. And, the show begins at 7:30 pm!
Wine will be available at $5/glass. Proceeds will add to what we make through the sale of tickets.
There are a number of things that we need from our members:
•

Buy tickets! We have 50 seats to fill. The tickets are $20 apiece. The money will help fund
our club’s inbound and outbound journeys.

•

Plan to bring friends. You may sell tickets, too, of course. Van Nichols will be collecting the
money; tickets can be sent to you, or you can purchase them at a meeting.

•

We need a ticket collector. J S/he must arrive before 7 pm.

•

Bring finger desserts for the intermission. These must be already on a plate or other fancy
serving dish. (No paper/plastic plates for serving, please.) You may bring items with toothpicks if you like. Plan to bring enough to serve 10-12 people. Paper plates and napkins will
be provided.

•

Anyone want to bring a table decoration??

•

Be sure to inform Sharon/Van about how many tickets you want.

Thank you for taking part in this wonderful event! You may contact Sharon Harr to sign up for any
of the above needs. This will be fun!
Street Address: 11140 Orrs Corner Road, Rickreall
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SCHEDULE OF UPCOMING JOURNEYS (updated July 2022)
2022 July 25-31

August 21-28

Pre-extension to the FFI Festival at Sea - Viking Sagas

August 28-Sep 10

FFI Festival at Sea – Northern Isles

October 2-14

OUTBOUND DOMESTIC: OK/GA; Cancelled

2023 May – TBD

2024

INBOUND DOMESTIC: Inbound from Ft. Worth (Linda Doyle) and
San Antonio, (Corkie Playfair) #22513, coordinated with their journey to Southern Oregon club (Amy Lepon); Host JCs: Chris Duval
and Mary Ellen Lind.

INBOUND INTERNATIONAL: Inbound from Leuven, Belgium to
be combined with their visit to Sacramento, California; Host JC’s
Needed.

June 17-29

OUTBOUND INTERNATIONAL: Outbound to Edmonton, Canada,
(Sharon Schnell), combined with our outbound to Manitoba
#20151, (Susan Finlay); JCs: Chris Duval and Ellen Lind.

July or August TBD

INBOUND DOMESTIC: Inbound Denver, Colorado (Ilene Americus) 20403 to be combined with their visit to San Francisco, California; Host JC’s Needed.

October 2-6

FFI World Conference: Dubrovnik, Croatia, with pre- and postexcursions to be announced.

We may or may not
participate in these
two journeys in 2023

INBOUND DOMESTIC: 4-day Mini-Journey from Sacramento
OUTBOUND DOMESTIC: 4-day Mini-Journey to Sacramento

June TBD

INBOUND INTERNATIONAL: Inbound from Tokyo, Japan #22501
Host JCs: Marilyn Peterson and Eileen Minette

Not Scheduled Yet

INBOUND DOMESTIC: Inbound from Charlotte, North Carolina,
(Tommie Craig) #21116.

Dubrovnik seen from Hwy D8
https://www.earthtrekkers.com/11-must-have-experiences-dubrovnik-croatia/
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Minutes of June 8, 2022 Board Meeting
Board meeting called to order by President, Dennis Murphy at 1 p.m. via Zoom internet. Present: Kathy Butler, Chris Duval, Van Nichols, Marilyn Peterson, Russ Karow, Ted Powell, Mary Ellen Lind. Caye Poe left
early due to technical computer difficulties. Mary Ellen Lind was asked to take minutes.
Minutes of May, 2022 approved as written.
Treasure Report approved as written.
Discussion of Membership dues. Current member dues for 2023 will be $45, an increase of $5 (because of
FFI increase) and due by end of this year. New members who join after August 1st of this year will pay at the
current rate of $40 and their member dues will extend through 2023. Membership forms in newsletter and all
other documents will be updated to reflect this information effective August 1.
Report on FFI 2023 Travel Assignments:
INBOUND:

Domestic: Denver; Charlotte, NC & mini-journey from Sacramento, CA – times TBD

INBOUND:

International: Leuven, Belgium to Sacramento and Oregon's Mid-Willamette Valley, USA

OUTBOUND: Domestic: mini-journey to Sacramento – time TBD
International: Manitoba and Edmonton – time TBD
Upcoming Club Members Meetings:
July – no meeting due to incoming journey – please come to the Welcome Potluck at 4:30pm on
Monday, July 25 at the Weigels
August 13 – 30-year anniversary celebration
September 18: incl. reports on ALEX , Texas inbound, 30th anniversary event
October: Annual meeting

Newsletter: Russ gone 6/20 - 7/10
Chris said she will send out the printed July copy to the few members who need it.
30th Anniversary: Marilyn reported that so far 7 have signed up from our club. Ted reported that invitations
have been extended to the Southern Oregon and Columbia /Cascade Clubs. An invitation will be extended to
the Lower Columbia FF club. He plans to give each person a glass with our club’s name printed on it – has
ordered 72. He will have copies of registration forms at June 12 meeting. Marilyn will also attach a registration form when announcing the Zoom 14th meeting. Russ said Kirby Newsome Rea (son of Don & Betty
Rea) will speak. An article about the event will be in 3 local publications – Willamette Living, Corvallis Advocate and McMinnville paper. Ted asked for more photos.
Discussed June 12 meeting agenda: Chris will welcome/introduce new/recently joined members; promote
6/14 Zoom session; promote August 13 celebration, report by Chris on inbound Texas journey, Festival at
Sea, promote 6/30 gathering at Avery Park to meet ALEX students (this is our MEG gathering for the month),
promote Oklahoma/Lake Hartwell outbound journey in October and Power Point on the Tuxtla Gutierrez journey.
June 14 Zoom – Russ will write up information for Marilyn to announce in next email. Registration is required.
Archives: Russ reported that several “old”- copies of our newsletters are missing. He will get a list out to
members. With good e-copy in hand, he plans to recycle all the newsletter hard copies. Russ will resend access information to our Google for non-profits cloud storage drive to Dennis, Marilyn and Chris – the others
currently listed on the account. We can have up to six people with access.
Submitted,
Mary Ellen Lind, Substitute Secretary
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Membership Application or Renewal for 2022
Annual dues cover the cost of the monthly newsletter and expenses for activities of the Friendship Force of Oregon’s Mid-Willamette Valley, as well as membership in Friendship Force International. Memberships expire on December 31, 2022.
Annual Dues Rate for 2023 is $45.00 per person (please print clearly). Please send form and
payment by December 1 if at all possible.
New members who join after August 1st but before December 31 of this year (2022) will pay at
the current rate of $40 and their member dues will extend through 2023.
This is a NEW_____ or a RENEWAL _____ Application
Name: ________________________________________________
Name: _______________________________________________

Address: ______________________________________________

City: ____________________________State______ ZIP_______

Dues enclosed: ($45.00 per person; $40 new members Aug 1 - Dec 31) $_______

Phone: ____________________ Cell: ______________________
www.fforegon.org

Email: _________________________________________________

Let There Be Peace on Earth

Let there be peace on earth, And let it begin with me.
Let there be peace on earth,
The peace that was meant to be.
With friendship as our mission, Family all are we.
Let us walk with each other In perfect harmony.
Let peace begin with me. Let this be the moment
now.
With every step I take, Let this be my solemn vow:
To take each moment,
And live each moment, In peace eternally.
Let there be peace on earth, And let it begin with me.

Friendship Force Pledge
As a member of the Friendship Force, I recognize
that I can make a difference. I recognize that I have
a mission. That mission is to be a friend to the people of the world. As I embark upon this adventure, I
know that others will be watching me. I know that
through my example to my fellow citizens and the
people of other nations, the cause of friendship,
love and peace can be furthered.
I can make a difference.
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Your 2022 Leadership Team
Board Members
President

Dennis Murphy

Vice-President

Kathy Butler

Secretary

Caye Poe

Treasurer

Van Nichols

Journey Coordinator

Chris Duval

Member At Large

Marilyn Peterson

Newsletter Editor/Archives

Russ Karow

Activity Leads
30th Anniversary Committee Ted Powell
Friendship Shared

Sue Stein

Internet Communications

Marilyn Peterson

Inventory & Merchandise

Rita Powell

MEG

Sharon Harr

Membership

Kathy Butler

Navigators

Barb Callner

Sunshine “Committee”

Sharon Harr

Journey Coordinators
July 2022 - In bound Ft. Worth and San Antonio - Chris Duval & Mary Ellen Lind
June 2023 - Outbound to Edmonton, Canada - Chris Duval & Mary Ellen Lind (tentative)
TBD 2023 - Inbound Denver, combined with their visit to San Francisco - Dennis Murphy & Chris Duval
June TBD - Inbound from Tokyo - Marilyn Peterson & Eileen Minette

MyFFI - All Club Members Need An Account
Journey travel is underway! In order to go on a journey, you will need to have an account in the myFFI system. If
you have not yet set up an account, please use your computer and go to https://my.friendshipforce.org Click on the purple “Sign Up” box. Marilyn Peterson is available to answer questions about the site and to assist in account setup. Your
FFI staff has put significant effort into making myFFI the go-to place for FFI information. There is an entire section on
member resources - journeys, travel insurance, etc. Sign up today!

FFOMWV Archives
One of the other projects on which your board is working is to create an electronic archive for our club. Newsletters as
well as board and club meeting minutes are being worked on at this time. We have a few “holes” in our files. If anyone
has copies of these materials, please send to Russ Karow:
July 2001 newsletter (copy we have is damaged) – does anyone have a copy?
Jan 2006 newsletter (copy we have is damaged) – does anyone have a copy?
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