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July 18 General Zoom Meeting (2 pm) - A Virtual Tour of Our Valley
Our club has committed to presenting a virtual tour of the Willamette Valley as a offering for all members of Friendship Force International. This virtual tour will take place in August or September, date
and time TBD, but you will have the opportunity to be our test audience during the July 18 general
meeting at 2 pm. Tour organizers Dennis Murphy, Mary Ellen Lind, Marilyn Peterson, Russ Karow,
Chris Duval, and Kathy Butler will present our draft tour to you and seek your comments on areas for
improvement. The tour will take about 60 minutes including time for questions. Come prepared to
wander down memory lane and perhaps learn a few things about this place we call home.

This Issue of Connections, and more information about our club,
can be found on our website: http://www.fforegon.org
Contact us at: fforegon@comcast.net or PO Box 1703, Albany, Oregon 97321
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President’s Message
Dear Friends,
The virtual tour committee continues to meet and make changes and improvements to the presentation. We are excited about how it is coming along and very much look forward to presenting it to you at
our July 18th general meeting. Every time that I have been involved in helping to plan an incoming
journey, I have learned more about our valley, and the surrounding mountains that we live in. While
this visit will be a virtual, I have once again learned interesting things about our home territory. As an
example, I did not know that the Willamette Valley was mostly White Oak Savanna and grasslands at
the time that the first European settlers arrived. I don’t think that I am alone in this learning experience
and suspect that you also may learn some new and interesting facts when you attend our practice session at the general meeting. Most importantly, we look forward to the suggestions you will make to us
improve the presentation!
About 50% of our club membership have registered with the new https://my.friendshipforce.org/ website. FFI continues to develop the website and we will be adding additional information, and pictures in
the coming months. If you have not registered, please do so in the coming month.
Our great appreciation to Gloria Olson for taking the lead on gathering stories about the early years of
our club, and to Edla Johnson for sharing the adventures of her Friendship Force Journey to Russia in
1992. Please read Gloria’s article about gathering memories of your first FF adventures that we will
start publishing at the beginning of next year, and consider what story you might be able to contribute.
In the coming weeks, you will receive a telephone call from one of our board members asking for your
input on a survey regarding hosting for incoming journeys, outgoing journeys, indoor and outdoor gatherings and your concerns about COVID. This information is very important to help our planning for the
coming months and future FF journeys. Most of us will not answer the phone if we don’t know who is
calling. Please check your messages, and if the call is from a board member, as shown in our directory on page 12, please give them a call back!
In Friendship,

White Oak Savanna Park
West Linn, OR

Dennis

Co-Journey Coordinators Needed for Texas Inbound 2022 - Chris Duval
We plan to host Fort Worth and San Antonio, Texas, in late July, 2022. This is one year away. We
need to get people assigned to serve as Co-Journey Coordinators for this visit. It will involve a stay
of 6 days with our club and 6 days with the Southern Oregon club.
This would be a perfect time for someone who has not yet served as a Journey Coordinator to get
their feet wet in this role. We typically have an experienced JC serve with a non-experienced JC. I
am willing to step up and serve as the experienced JC if I can find someone who wants to serve
along with me. I am easy to get along with! Give it some thought and give me a call. This will be a
fun visit. Our ambassadors are eager to travel again and they will be vaccinated. We want to show
them a good time here in Oregon.
Thanks for your consideration. Chris Duval.
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What Do You Recall About Your Very First
Friendship Force Adventure? Gloria Olson
You are invited to go back in your memory and find your place in the “story” of our organization.
Each of us holds a part of our history. Please help us recover and write the Friendship Force of Oregon’s Mid-Willamette Valley story from its beginning. This will require each of us to dig up a part of
our personal story about our beginning with Friendship Force, whenever that was for you. Hopefully
some will have stories of our beginning of 1992.
Here is my “back story” for this work. Dennis asked me to share my story of that time in 1992 when
this group was “hatched.” With that request, I offered to help Dennis and the current leadership pull
something together. After discussing this with Edla Johnson, one of our first members, we offer a
plan for this to begin in 2022 when we celebrate 30 years of serving as hosts or guests. Getting to
know each other - when strangers become friends. And how in our first time, we gained new perspectives and discovered our common ground or common "ways.” Or how did this experience impact your understanding of "our world of friends".
Yes, we are asking you to find your first memory and prepare a story
that captures some of your expectations and experiences of the first
time you became a part of an international adventure with the
Friendship Force. The September issue of our newsletter will spell
out the process with more details. Below is an example of the type
of memories we hope you can share. Search your memory for your
“beginning” of this journey.

The Friendship Force of Oregon’s Mid-Willamette
Valley
Stories from our history as recalled by Edla Johnson, a
founding member and first outbound exchange director for
our travel to New Zealand
In the beginning, there was a postcard sent to Adella Wood. It was a
message from the Columbia-Cascade Friendship Force which read, “Join
us and go to Russia”. This was around February 1992.
Adella shared this with Gloria and myself, suggesting we go on this trip.
My comment was, “are you crazy”? Yes, we were on our way to Moscow
April 27 of that year.

(continued on next page)
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Origin Story From Edla Johnson ( continued) from page 3
We had attended several meetings when we received lots and lots of information about the people,
the country, the do’s and don’ts. It was a time when food was not plentiful, (hard to get) so we were
to take 70 pounds of food directly to our hosts in Moscow.
We found a warm welcome, McDonalds was pointed out with pride, plain comfy apartments, carpets
on the walls (for insulation as well as beauty) and beautiful train stations of marble. And people making no eye contact. People were selling items from their homes on the streets.
My host’s son spoke English, wanting to know my church situation, with his first question to me, “are
you Christian”? And their first meal served their new guests was a dinner with liver. We went to a
store for some bread and cheese, the shelves were empty. Down the street there was a truck that
looked like a milk or gasoline truck. This is where they got their vodka. It was always available. Did
you know you are to eat dill pickles with your vodka?
The week went by very fast with our new friends. Before leaving them, I gave all my clothing and
Russian money, except that which I needed to return home. I later learned everyone did the same
thing. (A new way to leave our hosts) Yes, it was time to return to our homes. It was such a relief to
speak to each other without a struggle. On the way home, someone on the train began playing the
accordion and the singing began. Corks popped and it was learned everyone had been given a bottle of vodka!
After that experience, we decided we not only wanted a club in our valley but we needed it! Which
was in the making by September 1992.
It’s an experience you really can’t share on paper but you need to be there, meet the people, live
their life or live in their shoes so to speak, to be able to understand a part of their lives.
I’ve put my feet in a lot other people’s shoes while living with them in their homes. This could only
happen through home stay as a friendship force ambassador.
The experience with my host didn’t stop with this visit. In Moscow, there was a party for all our hosts
with several prizes of free tickets to visit the United States. My hostess won one of those tickets and
was in my home in December of 1992. And that is another story.

Let’s have a July Happy Hour MEG!
Please meet at Commonfield’s in Corvallis, Wednesday July 14th, at 3:00 p.m.
This is a very casual, outdoor, food cart restaurant on the corner of 3 rd and SW Western.
There are several types of food available.
We have permission to set our tables near one another.
Let’s get together for a relaxing and enjoyable time together!
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Live MEG Held at Harr Home June 17!
Our first “in-person” event since COVID came our way in early 2020 has held on June 17. Peter and
Sharon Harr hosted a MEG (Meet, Eat and Get Acquainted) event at their home.

In addition to great conversation, food and beverage, we were treated to a men’s high fashion
hat show. This was a first in-person outing for
some people. Conversation persisted for over
two hours!

July 18 Mandela Day - web-holidays.com
Nelson Mandela International Day, or Mandela Day, was created in 2009 by
the United Nations and first celebrated in 2010. It’s a day to honor the legacy
of Nelson Mandela and his values through volunteering and community service. Fight poverty and promote peace, reconciliation and cultural diversity.
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Board Action Regarding FFI Campaign Donation
As you may be aware, Friendship Force International has struggled over the past 18 months to
maintain staff and program offerings during the COVID pandemic. Fees paid by FFI members participating in journeys had been the principal funding source for FFI but one that does not exist at
present. In 2020, our club donated $5000 to FFI. In its June 2021 meeting, your board voted to
donate an additional $1000 of club reserve journey funds to FFI (see thank you on page 7). If you
have the means, we encourage you to donate as well. A typical journey would have provided $170
per person in funding to FFI. Donations for the “Crossing the Finish Line” fund drive can be made
online at https://kindest.com/013600-crossing-the-finish-line or checks can be mailed to Friendship
Force International, 279 West Crogan St., Lawrenceville, GA 30046.

MyFFI
As of early June, 2548 Friendship Force International (FFI) members (~30%) had signed into the
new FFI member portal—MyFFI. A little over half of our local club members have signed in. Your
portal will be unique to you. Every person associated with FFI will need their own portal. Two people cannot share a portal given that each person will have their own member identification number
and all the records that you will have with FFI will be associated with your ID number.
How do you set up an account if you do not have one? Go to your favorite web browser (it is easiest
to use a computer versus a phone or tablet/iPad) and type https://my.friendshipforce.org into the
search bar. Click on the purple “Sign Up” box. Enter your name, club from the select list (Friendship
Force of Oregon’s Mid-Willamette Valley) and your email. Two people cannot sign up under a single
email. If you routinely share an email with a partner, in this instance you will need to create a
standalone account. This can be easily done by creating an email account within Gmail.

Your MyFFI membership will show as ‘pending’ until our club administrators (Dennis or Kathy) certify
your membership. You will receive an email through which you can confirm your signup. Look in
spam, junk, or promotions if you do not receive an email in your inbox.
Help from FFI is available at: support@friendshipforce.org Marilyn is also available to answer questions about the site, its functionality, future plans or technical difficulties.
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Dear Friendship Force of Oregon's Mid-Willamette Valley,
Thank you so much for being a donor to our Crossing the Finish Line Campaign. Friendship Force
International is grateful for your contribution. Your donation of $1,000.00 was received on June
29th, 2021 and will be put towards funding our general operations.
With the onset of the pandemic, FFI, along with the rest of the world, has had to pivot and adjust to
remain strong in the face of adversity. The success of our 2021 campaign will allow us to bridge the
gap until Journeys are back in full force. The value of your donation during these unprecedented
times cannot be overstated. With your support, Friendship Force and our mission will continue to
impact the world around us.
A world of friends really is a world of peace.
Dana Jackson
Program Finance Manager

In Person August 8 General Meeting!
We will finally be able to meet in person for our annual meeting on August 8 at 2:00. The location is
North Albany County Park just off of Valley View Rd. in North Albany. Our traditional annual meeting
has been a pot-luck, which may be uncomfortable for some of us, even though many restrictions for
COVID have been lifted. Please give us some feedback about your ideas for food. One option might
be to have designated servers for a pot-luck, so that we are not all handling the same service utensils. Another option might be to not have food, but to just have packaged cookies and bottled water. Do you have other ideas? Please give your thoughts to Kathy Butler.
It would be wonderful to have a big turnout for this meeting! So mark your calendars and please let
us know about food preferences.
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SCHEDULE OF UPCOMING JOURNEYS (June 2021)
2021 July 18

A Taste of Western Oregon Zoom Test Drive Tour (see page 1)

2022 Early May

OUTBOUND INERNATIONAL: Outbound to Tuxtla
Gutierrez and West Alajuela #21132; Ambassador JCs, Juanita
Weigel and Kathy Butler

June 7-13

INBOUND INTERNATIONAL: Inbound from Tokyo, Japan
#20317; Host JCs: Marilyn Peterson and Eileen Minette

Late July

INBOUND DOMESTIC: Inbound from Ft. Worth (Linda Doyle)
and San Antonio, (Hope Robles) #21342, coordinated with their
journey to Southern Oregon club (Amy Lepon); Host Coordinators Needed.

August TBD

Pre-extension to the FFI Festival at Sea - Viking Sagas

August TBD

FFI Festival at Sea – Northern Isles

Fall of 2022

OUTBOUND DOMESTIC: Outbound to Oklahoma (Rose
Schultz), combine with our assigned outbound to Lake Hartwell,
Georgia (DeeDee Sabo) – 21105. Note: 5 days each, with a
travel day in between.

2023 June (tentative)

OUTBOUND INTERNATIONAL: Outbound to Edmonton,
Canada, (Brenda Kane),hopefully combined with our outbound
to Manitoba #20151, (Jean Hyrich)

No Month Chosen Yet

INBOUND DOMESTIC: Inbound Denver, Colorado (Ilene Americus) 20403 to be combined with their visit to San Francisco,
California; Host JCs Dennis Murphy and Chris Duval; If possible, try to combine with inbound from Charlotte, North Carolina,
(Tommie Craig) #21116.

Late Sept (tentative)

INBOUND INTERNTIONAL: Inbound from North Bay, Ontario,
Canada #20326; to be combined with stop in Flathead Valley,
Montana and Colorado Springs, Colorado, by North Bay Host
JCs: Chris Duval and Mary Ellen Lind

Alajuela Church of
the Agony, Alajuela
Costa Rica

FFOMWV July 2021 Page 8

FFI Virtual Activities
See https://blog.friendshipforce.org/virtual-experiences/ for a full listing.

Trivia Quiz Monday, July 12, 2021, 11:30 am Pacific

Register here.

FFI BOOK CLUB: “A Gentleman in Moscow”
by Amor Towles
Monday, July 19, 2021, 11 am Pacific
Hosts: Hemily Nogueira & Kerstin Hogan, FFI Staff
You voted! The first book we are reading together is “A Gentleman in
Moscow” by Amor Towles. Please go to your favorite book store or
borrow this historical novel from the library around the corner and
start reading now. Register here.

Faces & Places: Baltic Cruise Part 1
Thursday, July 29, 2021, 11 am Pacific
Hosts: Anna & Peter Guthrie, FF Eastern Washington and Northern Idaho
We’ll take you on a visual journey of the Friendship Force Enrichment Voyage of 2014, organized in partnership with the Semester at Sea
program. Starting in Hamburg, Germany, we
passed through the Kiel Canal and along the
southern coast of the Baltic Sea stopping in
Germany, Poland, Lithuania, and Estonia, on
our way to St. Petersburg, Russia. After three
days in St. Petersburg, we headed back west to
Helsinki, Finland, and then Stockholm, Sweden, our point of disembarkation. 150 of the 700 passengers on board were members of Friendship Force. This first part of the presentation will cover the
south coast of the Baltic and Helsinki; the second part (August 5) will cover St Petersburg and
Stockholm.
Register here.
Castles, Caves & Kegs: Hiking in Bavaria - a recorded presentation
Hosts: Julia and Chris Smith, FF Sacramento
The hosts and their club, FF Sacramento, share a slideshow of their multiclub journey in Germany. They joined with Friendship Force clubs from
around the world for a ten-day adventure in stunning Bavaria. They were
home hosted near Nuremberg, then hiked from hotel to hotel through the
beautiful countryside.
View here.
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Minutes of 5-12-21 Virtual FFOMWV Board Meeting
Attending: Van, Marilyn, Dennis, Chris, Kathy, Russ, Caye
Suggestion to put together a virtual tour of Oregon—decide on 6 areas/topics items—Team will work
on the concept and present at the July virtual meeting. July meeting test drive of virtual tour of
Western Oregon power point and zoom. Volunteers to narrate and work on the power point – Dennis, Russ, Marilyn, Chris, Kathy
No general meeting in June.
August meeting possibly outdoor and a picnic.
Oral Survey of Membership conducted by Board Members. We need to get answers to some important question:

Question—Covid—who is willing to have guests who are not vaccinated? Must they be vaccinated? Would you give information as a host about vaccinations?
Can you host and how many?
Day hosting and similar questions.
Board members will call people. Dennis will do prototype of questions to ask when calling. Need
to touch bases with members to see how they are doing and what’s in the future for travel for
them.
FFI fund raising –Marilyn Pandemic lasted longer than anticipated—so finances could be better—
asking everyone for donations. Goal is $200,000. Donations from members are needed. Would
club consider a donation? $5,000. Last year was made. We do have some funds and no journeys
are planned. Table this until June. Suggestion—Our club could match donations made by members. This concept will be tabled for now—possible June meeting.
The site to check to globally sign up---my.friendshipforce.org. New information on the site daily. Worth checking out.
There is a regional training on being a journey coordinator. For those interested, Dennis has information.
Journey update Chris
Linda Doyle will be coordinator for the Fort Worth/San Antonio Texas group coming in late
July 2022. About ten people from Fort Worth. Need to determine number from San
Antonio. Want just regular tour.
Tokyo June 7-13 – JCs set
Tuxtla Gutierrez thinking spring but great uncertainties in travel restrictions
Festival at Sea—waiting for Holland America to let us know what is happening. Other
cruise lines are handling upcoming cruises more definitively than Holland America
Next year is our 30th anniversary

A 30th Anniversary is known as
the Pearl Anniversary
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Membership Application or Renewal for 2021
Annual dues cover the cost of the monthly newsletter and expenses for activities of the Friendship Force of Oregon’s Mid-Willamette Valley, as well as membership in Friendship Force International, which in a non-COVID time provides discounted prices on exchange travel and other
benefits. Memberships expire on December 31, 2021.
Special Rate Annual Dues for 2021: Individual: $20.00 (Please print clearly)
This is a NEW_____ or a RENEWAL _____ Application
Name: ________________________________________________
Name: _______________________________________________

Address: ______________________________________________

City: ____________________________State______ ZIP_______

Dues enclosed: ($20.00 per individual) $_______

Phone: ____________________ Cell: ______________________

Email: _________________________________________________

Mail To: Friendship Force, PO Box 1703, Albany, OR 97321

Let There Be Peace on Earth

Let there be peace on earth, And let it begin with me.
Let there be peace on earth,
The peace that was meant to be.
With friendship as our mission, Family all are we.
Let us walk with each other In perfect harmony.
Let peace begin with me. Let this be the moment
now.
With every step I take, Let this be my solemn vow:
To take each moment,
And live each moment, In peace eternally.
Let there be peace on earth, And let it begin with me.

www.fforegon.org

Friendship Force Pledge
As a member of the Friendship Force, I recognize
that I can make a difference. I recognize that I have
a mission. That mission is to be a friend to the people of the world. As I embark upon this adventure, I
know that others will watching me. I know that
through my example to my fellow citizens and the
people of other nations, the cause of friendship,
love and peace can be furthered. I can make a difference.

FFOMWV July 2021 Page 11

Your 2021 Leadership Team
Board Members
President

Dennis Murphy

Vice-President

Kathy Butler

Secretary

Caye Poe

Treasurer

Van Nichols

Past-President

Juanita Weigel

Journey Coordinator

Chris Duval

Member At Large

Marilyn Peterson

Newsletter Editor/Archives

Russ Karow

Activity Leads
Friendship Shared

Sue Stein

Internet Communications

Marilyn Peterson

Inventory & Merchandise

Rita Powell

MEG

Sharon Harr

Membership

Kathy Butler

Navigators

Barb Callner

Sunshine “Committee”

Sharon Harr

July Zoom Board Meeting - July 14 at 1:00pm
Members are always welcome to attend board meetings and to participate in discussions regarding
club business. If you would like to attend, please let Marilyn Peterson know. She will send you the
Zoom link to the meeting.

Little Know Facts about July 4th - Acton.org
July 4, 1776 is the day that we celebrate Independence Day even though it wasn’t the day the Continental Congress decided to declare independence (they did that on July 2, 1776), the day we started
the American Revolution (that had happened back in April 1775), the date on which the Declaration
was delivered to Great Britain (that didn’t happen until November 1776), or the date it was signed (that
was August 2, 1776).
The 56 signers of the Declaration did not sign on July 4, 1776, nor were they in the same room at the
same time on the original Independence Day. The official signing event took place on August 2, 1776
when 50 men signed the document. Several months passed before all 56 signatures were in place.
The last man to sign, Thomas McKean, did so in January of 1777, seven months after the document
was approved by Congress. Robert R. Livingston, one of the five original drafters, never signed it at all
since he believed it was too soon to declare independence.
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