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The Friendship Force of Oregon’s Mid-Willamette Valley    August 2021

Friendship Connections 

CALENDAR 

 Aug 8 - IN-PERSON ANNUAL MTG, 2 pm (p 1) 

Aug 11 - board meeting,1 pm Zoom (p 10) 

No MEG in August 

www.fforegon.org  

This Issue of Connections, and more information about our club,  

can be found on our website: http://www.fforegon.org 

Contact us at: fforegon@comcast.net or PO Box 1703, Albany, Oregon 97321 

IN-PERSON ANNUAL MEETING - AUGUST 8 

Our Annual Meeting will be Aug. 8 at 2:00 at North Albany Park.  It will be our first in-person meeting 

in about 18 months. Yay! Please note that in the interest of keeping it simple and not sharing any 

germs we may have, this will NOT be a traditional potluck. Please bring either finger food (packaged 

individually) or your own snack and beverage.  Dishes, napkins and utensils will not be provided. 

Seeing each other face-to-face should be treat enough. 

In the interest of friendship and given the current COVID situation, we ask that you please do not at-

tend this meeting if you are not fully vaccinated for COVID-19. As an additional courtesy to those 

who may be hesitant about close contact with other individuals, please ask before giving hugs or 

shaking hands. 

Directions to North Albany Park:  If you are coming from the freeway, follow signs toward Corval-

lis.  From the junction of Hwy. 20 and North Albany Road, take North Albany Road.  Go straight up 

the hill and through the roundabout on to Gibson Hill Rd. In about a half mile, turn right on to Crocker 

Lane.  There is now a stoplight at that corner. Watch for brown signs to 

North Albany Park. When you come to a four way stop, turn left onto 

Valley View Drive.  Look again for a brown sign.  Turn left onto Hillcrest 

St. and follow it on down to the park.  There is parking close to the shel-

ter where we will be. The address of the park is 2800 NW Hillcrest St., 

Albany 97321.    

International Friendship 

Day—First Sunday of 

August (page 10) 
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President’s Message 

Our September meeting was a trial run of “A taste of Western Oregon”, a virtual experience pro-

gram, that will ultimately be presented to FFI in an October performance. It will hopefully be watched 

by clubs around the world.  Our deep appreciation to those who attended the meeting and gave their 

valuable feedback on our performance.  A lot of time has been invested into this program, and we 

hope that you will make an effort to attend the final online virtual presentation. 

On August 8
th
, we will have our first in person meeting in 18 months.  This is our annual general 

meeting. We will be voting on the slate of officers that will take over our leadership in January 2022. 

I also hope to have a 15-to-20-minute chat session where Chris, Marilyn, and myself will answer 

your questions relating to  our club, our planned journeys, and Friendship Force in general.  The 

most important part of the meeting will be the opportunity to spend in person time with friends that 

we may not have seen 18 months. 

 Please do not attend this meeting if you are not fully vaccinated for Covid 19. 

As a courtesy to those who may be hesitant about close contact with other individuals, 

please ask before giving hugs or shaking hands. 

There has been a lot of interest expressed in going on the Costa Rica and Mexico Journey’s next 

year.  Please remember that you must be registered with the new website, my.friendshipforce.org, 

if you wish to travel (see below).  Some people do not use email and are concerned as to what ac-

tion to take.  It is easy to set up a no charge email account with companies like google.  It is also 

possible that I or someone else on the board could set up an account for you.  If you are having trou-

ble, please let us know! 

In Friendship, 

Dennis 

 MyFFI 

If you have not yet done so, please set up your on-line MyFFI account.  Every person associated 

with FFI will need their own account.  How do you set up an account if you do not have one?  Go to 

your favorite web browser (it is easiest to use a computer versus a phone or tablet/iPad) and type 

https://my.friendshipforce.org into the search bar.  Click on the purple “Sign Up” box.  Enter your 

name, club from the select list (Friendship Force of Oregon’s Mid-Willamette Valley) and your email. 

Two people cannot sign up under a single email.  If you routinely share an email with a partner, in 

this instance you will need to create a standalone account.  This can be easi-

ly done by creating an email account within Gmail.  Your MyFFI membership 

will show as ‘pending’ until our club administrators (Dennis or Kathy) certify 

your membership.  You will receive an email through which you can confirm 

your signup.  Look in spam, junk, or promotions if you do not receive an 

email in your inbox. 

Marilyn Peterson is available to answer questions about the site, its function-

ality, future plans or technical difficulties. 

https://my.friendshipforce.org
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July 14th MEG Outing 

Our July MEG (meet, eat and get acquainted) was held at the Common Fields Food Court on 3rd 

and SW Western in Corvallis.  Fifteen people - club members, guests and two possible new mem-

bers - attended.  Arne and Mary Abrams, past members of the Southern Oregon Club, participated 

and are pondering joining our club (first people at right, bottom right).  Others in attendance included 

Sharon and Peter Harr, Ken, Peggy and Nancy Hoecker, Mary Ellen Lind, Dennis Murphey, Kay 

McPherson, Rita and Ted Powell, Marilyn Peterson, Jean Townes, Tom Smith and a visitor from 

Texas. 

Thank You from FFI for our Club Donation 



FFOMWV August  2021 Page 4 

July 18 General Zoom Meeting Report 

Our club has committed to presenting a virtual tour of the Willamette Valley as a offering for all mem-

bers of Friendship Force International.   This virtual tour will take place in August or October, date 

and time TBD, but club members were provided the opportunity to see the presentation as part of 

our July 18 general meeting.  Sixteen club members participated in the meeting and those who had 

not seen the presentation previously gave it high marks.  It was suggested that we reduce content of 

some sections and add information about Oregon’s outstanding universities  

Officers for 2022 - Dennis Murphy 

In accordance with our bylaws, a committee was appointed by President Murphy to nominate 
a slate of officers for 2022.  The nominating committee was Kay Macpherson (Chair), Barbara 
Callner, and Marilyn Peterson.  With the approval of the nominees, they have nominated the 
following people to be officers in 2022. 

Dennis Murphy -  President 
Kathy Butler -  Vice President 
Caye Poe - Secretary 
Van Nichols - Treasurer 

Our sincere appreciation to the nominating committee for their efforts, and to the officers for 
accepting another year of service on our board.  The officer slate will be considered at our an-
nual meeting on August 8.  Other nominations can be accepted from the “floor” during that 
meeting.  If none are made, the proposed slate can be approved by a hand vote. 
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SCHEDULE OF UPCOMING JOURNEYS (July 2021) 

2022 Early May 

June 7-13 

July 25-30 

August 21-28  

August 28-Sep 10 

Fall of 2022 

2023 June  (tentative) 

No Month Chosen Yet 

Late Sept (tentative) 

OUTBOUND INTERNATIONAL: Outbound to Tuxtla 
Gutierrez and West Alajuela #21132; Ambassador JCs, Juanita 
Weigel and Kathy Butler 

INBOUND INTERNATIONAL: Inbound from Tokyo, Japan 
#20317.  Host JCs: Marilyn Peterson and Eileen Minette 

INBOUND DOMESTIC: Inbound from Ft. Worth (Linda Doyle) and 
San Antonio, (Hope Robles) #21342, coordinated with their jour-
ney to Southern Oregon club (Amy Lepon).

Pre-extension to the FFI Festival at Sea - Viking Sagas 

FFI Festival at Sea – Northern Isles 

OUTBOUND DOMESTIC: Outbound to Oklahoma (Rose Schultz), 
combine with our assigned outbound to Lake Hartwell, Georgia 
(DeeDee Sabo) – 21105. Note: 5 days each, with a travel day in 
between.   

OUTBOUND INTERNATIONAL: Outbound to Edmonton, Canada 
(Brenda Kane), possibly combined with our outbound to  Manitoba  
#20151, (Jean Hyrich) 

INBOUND DOMESTIC: Inbound Denver, Colorado (Ilene Ameri-
cus) 20403 to be combined with their visit to San Francisco, Cali-
fornia; Host JCs Dennis Murphy and Chris Duval; If possible, try to 
combine with inbound from Charlotte, North Carolina, (Tommie 
Craig) #21116.  

INBOUND INTERNTIONAL: Inbound from North Bay, Ontario, 
Canada #20326; to be combined with stop in Flathead Valley, 
Montana and Colorado Springs, Colorado, by North Bay Host JCs: 
Chris Duval and Mary Ellen Lind  
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FFI Virtual Activities 

See https://blog.friendshipforce.org/virtual-experiences/ for a full listing. 

Faces & Places: Baltic Cruise Part  2 
Thursday, August 5, 2021, 11:00 a.m. PDT  
Hosts: Anna & Peter Guthrie, FF Eastern Washington and Northern Idaho 

We’ll take you on a visual journey of the Friendship Force Enrichment 
Voyage of 2014, organized in partnership with the Semester at Sea pro-
gram. Starting in Hamburg, Germany, we passed through the Kiel Canal 
and along the southern coast of the Baltic Sea stopping in Germany, Po-
land, Lithuania, and Estonia, on our way to St. Petersburg, Russia. After 
three days in St. Petersburg, we headed back west to Helsinki, Finland, 
and then Stockholm, Sweden, our point of disembarkation. 150 of the 700 

passengers on board were members of Friendship Force. This second part  will cover St Petersburg 
and Stockholm.  Register here. 

Peace Corps 
Sunday, August 22, 2021, 3:00 p.m. PDT 
Host: FF Sacramento 

The Friendship Force of Sacramento invites you to learn about opportu-
nities to serve in the United States Peace Corps. The Peace Corps in-
vites US citizens of any age to serve overseas for two years, to truly be-
come a part of that community. Its goal is to promote world peace and 
friendship. Opportunities are available around the globe assisting in the 
areas of agriculture, community economic development, education, the 
environment, healthcare, and youth development. Three people who 
entered the Peace Corps as senior citizens will share their experiences 
and perhaps inspire YOU to become a Peace Corps Volunteer some-
day.  Register here. 

Other FF Virtual Events on Pause for August 

You might have noticed there are fewer Friendship Force vir-
tual events scheduled for the month of August. We are taking 
a break during this time to focus on finalizing our new Friend-
ship Force Homepage.  Don’t worry though – we are already 
planning various events for September! These will include 
several club presentations in our Faces & Places series, a So-
cial Media Training, a Journey Coordinator Training, a Coffee 
Chat on idioms from around the world and much more. 

https://blog.friendshipforce.org/virtual-experiences/
https://zoom.us/meeting/register/tJckdumprDwtGdOQkYhnCrGZe-VWubaf7C6u
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/friendship-force-sacramento-peace-corps-volunteer-opportunities-seniors-tickets-163429942357
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Minutes of FFOMWV Board Meeting June 9, 2021 

Meeting called to order at 1:00pm by Dennis Murphy 

In attendance: Dennis Murphy, Marilyn Peterson, Russ Karow, Van Nichols, Kathy Butler  

Absent: Caye Poe, Chris Duval 

Kathy/Russ MSP: Send a donation in the amount of $1000.00 from our Journey Fund account in 
support of their 2021 “Crossing the Finish Line” fund drive effort  

Review the survey questions and make suggested changes.  Discuss those members of the 
board willing to participate in making the telephone survey calls.  Review the membership list and 
decide on who will make calls to what members.  My thinking here is that member familiarity will 
help in getting frank and honest answers.  It will also help us to identify those members that we 
don’t know very well!  I believe the attached membership list is up to date, if not please advise of 
any errors. 

Add signing up on MyFFI to survey as needed for journey travel 

Question 6 and 3 become Question 1 and 2 

Ask board for who can make calls and who are they comfortable with calling and who they don’t 
know 

Financial Report by Van. No activity in either account (report below) 

Finalize approval of Membership Booklet/document updated by the membership committee.  Dis-
cuss how we may wish to distribute this document.   

MSP to approve Russ/Marilyn 

MSP send the booklet out to members electronically Marilyn/Russ 

New items: 

In next newsletter Rita Powell will be re-listed as keeper of inventory/merchandise (dropped from 
newsletter after 2017).  Send the inventory list out to membership for August meeting with the 
possibility of bringing items to August meeting. 

Journey coordinator Chris Duval in NC. 

Kathy - Costa Rica will welcome us, are vaccinated. Not heard from Mexico. 

Festival at Sea re-scheduled for 2022. 

MyFFI FFOMWV 21 signed up.  

Brief discussion of our annual meeting plans for August. 

Do we want to have food? Add comment about food for meeting to survey questions. Bakery in 
Corvallis 9

th
 street wrap all items individually.  

Nominating committee for 2021 officers for election at August meeting. Dennis will contact current 
officers before putting together a Nominating Committee. Need for discussion on succession 
planning.  

Meeting adjourned at 1:50.  

Respectfully submitted, 

Marilyn Peterson, secretary pro tempore  

 

 Crossing the Finish Line—FFI Fund Raiser Theme 
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Former Club Member in the News 

Ruth Wyse recently gave Rita Powell a news article about Albany's "Rosie" - one of the riveters. Nita 

(Juanita) Eggers used to be a member of our FF group. She was recently honored for her role work-

ing on warplanes at the Boeing factory in Seattle in 1944.  She was given a Congressional Gold 

Medal. 
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Membership Application or Renewal for 2021 

Annual dues cover the cost of the monthly newsletter and expenses for activities of the Friend-

ship Force of Oregon’s Mid-Willamette Valley, as well as membership in Friendship Force Inter-

national, which in a non-COVID time provides discounted prices on exchange travel and other 

benefits. Memberships expire on December 31, 2021. 

Special Rate Annual Dues for 2021: Individual: $20.00 (Please print clearly)  

This is a NEW_____ or a RENEWAL _____ Application 

 

Name: ________________________________________________ 

 

Name: _______________________________________________ 

 

Address: ______________________________________________ 

 

City: ____________________________State______ ZIP_______ 

 

Dues enclosed: ($20.00 per individual) $_______  

 

Phone: ____________________ Cell: ______________________ 

 

Email: _________________________________________________ 

 

Mail To: Friendship Force, PO Box 1703, Albany, OR 97321 

Let There Be Peace on Earth 
Let there be peace on earth, And let it begin with me.  
Let there be peace on earth, 
The peace that was meant to be.  
With friendship as our mission, Family all are we.  
Let us walk with each other In perfect harmony.  
Let peace begin with me. Let this be the moment 
now.  
With every step I take, Let this be my solemn vow:  
To take each moment, 
And live each moment, In peace eternally. 
Let there be peace on earth, And let it begin with me. 

Friendship Force Pledge 

As a member of the Friendship Force, I recognize 

that I can make a difference. I recognize that I have 

a mission. That mission is to be a friend to the peo-

ple of the world. As I embark upon this adventure, I 

know that others will watching me. I know that 

through my example to my fellow citizens and the 

people of other nations, the cause of friendship, 

love and peace can be furthered. I can make a dif-

ference. 

www.fforegon.org  
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Your 2021 Leadership Team 

Board Members 

President    Dennis Murphy   

Vice-President   Kathy Butler    

Secretary   Caye Poe   

Treasurer   Van Nichols   

Past-President   Juanita Weigel    

Journey Coordinator  Chris Duval   

Member At Large  Marilyn Peterson  

Newsletter Editor/Archives Russ Karow   

 

Activity Leads 

Friendship Shared  Sue Stein    

Internet Communications Marilyn Peterson   

Inventory & Merchandise  Rita Powell   

MEG     Sharon Harr   

Membership   Kathy Butler   

Navigators   Barb Callner   

Sunshine “Committee”   Sharon Harr    

 

August Zoom Board Meeting - August 11 at 1:00pm 

Members are always welcome to attend board meetings and to participate in discussions regarding 

club business.  If you would like to attend, please let Marilyn Peterson know.  She will send you the 

Zoom link to the meeting. 

International Friendship Day 

International Friendship Day occurs every year on the first Sunday of Au-

gust — August 1, 2021 — and celebrates the importance of loving platonic 

relationships. Friendships are the purest type of human relationships. For 

more than a century, we’ve celebrated the strength of friendship, and thanks 

to social media, we’re able to continue celebrating with our friends no matter 

where they are in the world.  


