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We Continue With Remote Meetings
As you know, Oregon Governor Brown has authorized
reopening of most counties in Oregon. If we consider
ourselves as “local” travelers, in theory, 25 FFOMWV
members could get together for a meeting. But given
our group demographic and an abundance of caution,
your Board has decided to continue Zoom gatherings
for a least the month of June.

June Gathering Program - Chris Duval
Our regular monthly meeting of FFOMWV will be held on Sunday, June 21, at 2pm, via Zoom. Marilyn Peterson will send out the Zoom link the week prior to the meeting.
Our program this month will be a “Show and Tell” by members. Please be prepared to bring or wear one
item from your FFI travels to share with the group. For instance, you may want to wear a piece of jewelry
you got during your journey to Indonesia, and tell the group about the item and its significance, and a
memory or two from the journey. You could bring a piece of artwork, a coffee mug, a T-shirt, or even a tea
towel. You can wear a fancy hat or mask. Just come and share with us something from our travels together and let’s remember together, some of our past journeys.
If you are new to Zoom, you are welcome to contact Marilyn Peterson or Russ Karow for a quick tutorial
on how to get started. We encourage you to join us at our June meeting. Staying in touch is important during this time. Hopefully it won’t be long until we can once again get together in person. See you soon!

How to Join a Zoom Meeting
You can use a computer, tablet or smart phone to connect to a Zoom meeting. If you do not already have
the Zoom application on your device:
And you are using a computer, you can a) go to https://zoom.us, download the free application, and install it ahead of time; OR b) when you click on the link to join the call, your computer will prompt you to
download and install the Zoom application.
And you are using an Android or Apple phone or tablet, please install the free Zoom app ahead of time.
Then when you click on the link in your email, the Zoom app will launch.

When you have Zoom on your device, all you will need to do is to click the zoom.us link in the invitation
you are sent.
If you don't have video or simply prefer to connect by phone, there will also be phone numbers that you
can call.
Please note the meeting ID number that is provided. Sometime you may be asked for this. If ever asked
which platform you would like to use to join a meeting, choose Zoom.
Marilyn Peterson or Russ Karow are happy to provide assistance. Give them a call, preferably prior to a
scheduled meeting, if you need assistance.
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President’s Message - Juanita Weigel
I hope everyone is enjoying their vacations in sunny Oregon going from kitchen to living room to bedroom
and maybe to backyards sometimes. I have been FaceTimimg my grandkids and teaching them how to
cook once a week. After one recipe took four hours to prepare, they decided they like the simple recipes
that take just 30-60 minutes. They did admit though that their family over ate when they cooked chicken
parmigiana with a sauce, all from scratch.
We are still sitting at the beach waiting for the last of our furniture to arrive. We ordered it on February 4,
but have been told it will now arrive by the 15th of May. Have you been taking drives in the countryside
and discovering new areas you have not seen before? I hope you have made time to call some friends
you never had time to talk to before instead of sitting home watching television.
I did not see one of you drive by my house on those warm days when I was in my koi ponds pulling
weeds. I was sure that someone would drive by and stop and offer to help as we could keep our distance
and still pull weeds. I offer free showers afterwards.
I was glad to hear that our club members have been donating to Friendship Force International during the
pandemic as it will help FFI stay afloat until we can all travel again. It has been very disappointing to
many worldwide that we are staying home, but at least we are staying healthy. So stay healthy, wear
your mask to be considerate of ours, and stay home as much as possible. I will see you when it is safe
and will want to hear all your stories of the fun you have been having getting to better know your “better
half” or maybe your pet.

Continuing the FFI Journey - Marilyn Peterson
Thank you all for your donations to our Friendship Force International (FFI) fundraising campaign. Some
have asked where our club stands in its commitment to match member donations. You have exceeded
the $5000 which our board voted to match. The club contribution has been sent to FFI, but individual contributions do not need to end now.
There is still time to donate to the campaign before the campaign officially ends at which time the board
will make decisions based on the contributions received by that time.
You may either go to the FFI website at www.friendshipforce.org and click on DONATE or send a check
to FFI at:
Friendship Force International
Attn: Finance Department
P.O. Box 570
Asheville, NC 28802
Current updates and other news may be found at: blog.friendshipforce.org
If you have questions about the plans for the future, please ask. Jeremi Snook, CEO/President of FFI and
any of the FFI board members are ready to answer questions.
Marilyn Peterson, vice chair FFI Board of Directors
peterson.marilyn@comcast.net - 541.926.7431
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Thanks from FFI
As individual donors and as a club, we have received thank you emails from FFI for our donations to help keep the
organization moving forward in these challenging times. Below are some samples of these thank yous.
***
Dear Friendship Force of Oregon's Mid-Willamette Valley,
We want to extend a heartfelt thanks for your generous donation during this turbulent time. Just as our members
have always been the driving force behind our organization, your generosity is the life force of the Friendship Force
right now. Your donation of $4,000.00 was received on May 19th, 2020.
The benefit of your donation at this critical juncture for the organization can not be overstated. You are helping clubs
to remain intact, members to stay connected, and employees to keep their jobs. Because of patrons like you, We
believe Friendship Force will safely navigate the most difficult time it has ever faced. Please know that you have had
a lasting effect on the organization as a whole and all of its members by contributing to our campaign. We have no
doubt that with support like yours, our vision of a more peaceful world will continue to grow when we are on the other
side of this worldwide crisis.
In Friendship,
Dana Jackson
Program Finance Manager

***
Dear members of Mid-Willamette Valley,
I am reaching out to you, the members of the FF Mid-Willamette Valley, on behalf of the FFI Board of Directors, to
warmly thank you for your kind response to our ‘Continuing the Journey’ appeal. Your very generous donation is
most appreciated and will certainly contribute to keeping our doors open and our staff working for your benefit.
Without wonderful members like you our future would be much less hopeful – you are truly appreciated, especially
since my husband and I had a wonderful time as guests of your club only just a few months ago. A great group of
people.
Please stay safe in these turbulent times – we want to be able to meet you on a journey, somewhere in the world,
very soon.
Sincere thanks, in friendship
Bobbie Mulholland
Chair of FFI Board of Directors
Adelaide, Australia

***
Dear friends in Oregon's Mid-Willamette Valley:
I wanted to personally thank you and your club for their recent $4000 donation to FFI. Your club's generosity will help
FFI survive this pandemic and ensure it will be there when the world is ready. If there are any questions that I can
answer for you or your members, please let me know. I am also very glad to jump on a virtual call if helpful.
Take care, stay healthy and safe!
Best regards,
Jeremi Snook
President/CEO
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Calendar of Events — all to be deter mined
2020 Journeys Cancelled and Rescheduled or on Hold
Due to COVID-19, our 2020 journeys were either cancelled and rescheduled, or put on hold. Once the
stay at home orders are lifted, we will see how much of the year is left and determine along with our other
club partners how we might schedule our journeys.

Tokyo Japan to Oregon’s Mid-Willamette Valley
Unfortunately our planned visit by the Tokyo club for June 2020 has been cancelled. Actually, it has been
postponed until June 8-14, 2021. Tokyo will visit our club and Western Colorado. We hope to have some
virtual opportunities to meet our guests between now and next year.

Festival at Sea 2020 and 2021
If you are signed up for the 2020 Friendship Force Festival at Sea cruise, you should have received information from FFI about the cancellation of that cruise. There will be a 2021 cruise in northern Europe.
For more information watch the FFI website and especially the blog.friendshipforce.org page for updates.
If you are not receiving emails from FFI, contact Marilyn at peterson.marilyn@comcast.net or sign up on
the FFI website at www.friendshipforce.org

May 17 General Meeting Report
We held our second FFOMWV Zoom general meeting on May 17. More than
a dozen people were able to participate. We did not have a specific program
but just had each individual or couple update us on their activities and status.
We were pleased to learn that no one was ill and that all were finding ways to
keep busy in what ever mode of self-isolation they were imposing on themselves.
As indicated in an earlier article, our next monthly meeting of FFOMWV will be
held on Sunday, June 21, at 2pm, via Zoom using a “show and tell” format.
What do you do with invasive water hyacinth plants? In
Vietnam, you create a family business making flowers!
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OSU International Scholars Needs You - Russ Karow
If you are looking for opportunities for involvement with people from other parts of the world, the OSU
International Scholars Program, Corvallis Multicultural Literacy Center (CMLC) and Crossroads International offer you these options:
•

Be matched this fall with an international scholar as part of the community partners program. You
would be expected to meet with your scholar at least once a month for conversation at a coffee or
meal location, at your home, while participating in come local activity (farmers market, hiking the
Greenbelt, etc.), taking them shopping, or to the Bottle Drop to recycle their soda cans. Matching
would take place once OSU is back in session (physically or virtually) this fall. Contact Adria Buncal with OSU International Scholars (Adria.Buncal@oregonstate.edu) or info@cmlcenter.org Marla and I have had a Thai scholar partner for nearly two years and had a great time mutually sharing our cultures.

•

Conversation circles organize by the CMLC. They are drop-in meetings that have about 13 community and international people chatting. http://www.cmlcenter.org/conversation-circles/ They are
on Mondays 1-2 and Thursdays 10-11. If you email info@cmlcenter.org they will share the Zoom
code.

•

Another option is the Crossroads 3-day Homestay Program. The 3-day homestay program welcomes new international students to Corvallis. Homestay hosts give new arrivals a ‘soft landing’ in
Corvallis and help them get started in their life at OSU. : https://
internationalservices.oregonstate.edu/crossroads/homestay

Please feel free to contact Marla or me if you have additional questions.

Marla gets a Thai cooking lesson from OSU international scholars Luck (l) and Jiraporn (r). Jiraporn has
been our partner for two years.

As part of the 1996 Atlanta Summer
Olympics, a torch run was done across
the United States. It included a swing
through Corvallis. Don Rea, a founding member of FFOMWV and community activist in Corvallis and Albany,
was selected as one of four Corvallis
runners. At left, Don passes the flame
to cyclist who carried it to Salem. Don
died in Feb 2020. We made a donation to Jackson Street Youth Services
in his name - see next page.
(Photo courtesy of Rita Powell’s COVID19 computer file cleaning efforts.)
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Friendship Follies—What have we been up to during the shut down?
Having been at AM Equipment for forty nine years and now
stuck at home has been strange. Am I retired? Not sure, as
many Zoom meetings and work goes on from home. Mother
Nature keeps me going outside with forest thinning and
spring spot spraying. Recent rains have given Mother Nature the edge as the grass and forbs are putting on six inches per week and I can't spray in the rain. We need the rain.
During the past months I have renewed much in my bedroom and built a new headboard: keel post five bar British
field gate. I have always loved British and Irish gates. A
keel post is the crooked vertical that the diagonal stringer
brace is mortised into, only seen in classic British gates.
The wood was all leftover from the ceiling decking when the
house was built. Rita made the "trees" quilt. Seems like
there just isn't any spare time. Ted Powell

Beautiful day at Mary's Peak. Lots of lovely
wildflowers—lilies, larkspur, bleeding heart,
paintbrush, to name a few. Weather moving in so we could only see two of the Cascade peaks. Mira, the wonder car, had
more electrons in her battery pack when
we got back to Philomath than when we
headed up to the peak. Marilyn Peterson &
Kathy Butler

Lots of outdoor work at the Karow household. Thinking of travel, did
you know that on their ~4000 mile trip across North America, Lewis
and Clark and the Corp of Discovery discovered over 170 plants and
130 animals that were not previously known to western science. One
of our favorites is Lewisia cotyledon, sometimes called bitterroot. It is
succulent native to southern Oregon and northern California. We
planted another half-dozen in our yards this spring. Russ Karow
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MEG Lunches - Meet, Eat, and Get Acquainted
May 21 MEG
Twelve club members were able to
Zoom into the May 21 MEG happy hour
- see screen shot at left. All were doing
well and are finding creative ways to
deal with staying at home and social
distancing.

And Another MEG Offering -

Sharon Harr

Thursday, June 18th, at 11:00 a.m.
The theme will be
“Getting to know you” - sharing of a favorite childhood story, perhaps one of travel adventure!
We are looking forward to “seeing” all of you.
Marilyn will send out Zoom connection information a few days prior to the meeting.
And remember what Woody Allen and others have said “Why ruin a good story with the truth?”

Let There Be Peace on Earth
Let there be peace on earth, And let it begin with
me.
Let there be peace on earth,
The peace that was meant to be.
With friendship as our mission, Family all are we.
Let us walk with each other In perfect harmony.
Let peace begin with me. Let this be the moment
now.
With every step I take, Let this be my solemn vow:
To take each moment,
And live each moment, In peace eternally.
Let there be peace on earth, And let it begin with
me.

Friendship Force Pledge
As a member of the Friendship Force, I recognize
that I can make a difference. I recognize that I
have a mission. That mission is to be a friend to
the people of the world. As I embark upon this
adventure, I know that others will be watching me.
I know that through my example to my fellow citizens and the people of other nations, the cause of
friendship, love and peace can be furthered. I can
make a difference.

Are You Receiving FFI Emails?
FFI has sent a number of emails out to all members in the past few weeks. If you are not receiving these emails, please contact Marilyn Peterson who will ensure that your email address
is in the database. Be sure to check your junk, promotions and spam folders periodically. Mail
systems sometimes think for their users and file emails in mysterious places.
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Approved Minutes of the Friendship Force of Oregon’s Mid-Willamette Valley Board

April 8, 2020
1:01 Call to Order via Zoom Dennis Murphy, Marilyn Peterson, Ted Powell, Rita Powell, Chris Duval,
Russ Karow. Juanita Weigel in attendance
March minutes approval: MSP Russ/Dennis
Treasurer’s Report - Dennis Murphy will submit Oregon business/nonprofit renewal with officers update
on April 27
Journey Treasurer Report - Deposits were made for the welcome dinner space and the bus to the
Rose Parade for the incoming Japan journey. Requests have been made for refund of the two deposits.
Refunds have not been received as of this date. The only activity this month is the donation of $1,000 to
Friendship Force International.
Journal Organizer Reports - Chris Duval
2020 journeys mostly cancelled
September 27-oct 12: FFI Festival at Sea – has not been cancelled at this time
Denver and San Francisco to communicate with FFI - cancelled and North Bay tentatively cancelled. We will try to accommodate that inbound in 2021
2021
January: possibility outbound to Mexico and Costa Rica
August: Inbound from Ft. Worth, Texas (tentative)
Outbound to Oklahoma (tentative)
Outbound. to Denver - Denver

Communications - Marilyn Peterson / Russ Karow
Newsletter - Russ Karow May newsletter
Add membership application to last page
May meeting - See how April works with Zoom before deciding
May – sharing time send in selfie photos have a zoom meeting that’s sharing and in next newsletter
Old business - none
New business
• Possible September annual meeting in Thyme Garden
• Jeremi Snook, CEO/President of FFI will be the guest speaker at April meeting
• Encourage our members to donate one journey fee to FFI to compensate for lack of journey revenue
• Maybe by May meeting we can meet at library and have our guest speaker we had planned for April.
• MSP Marilyn/Dennis FFOMWV will match donations to FFI up to $5000 (includes the $1000 already given). Funds to come from the journey account. Chris will explain after Jeremi’s presentation
• Standard itineraries book Dennis Russ Marilyn Chris still a go
Adjourned at 2:10
Respectfully submitted,
Marilyn Peterson, Secretary
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Membership Application or Renewal
Annual dues cover the cost of the monthly newsletter and expenses for exchanges and activities of the
Friendship Force of Oregon’s Mid-Willamette Valley, as well as membership in Friendship Force International, which provides discounted prices on exchange travel and other benefits. Memberships expire on
December 31, 2020.
Annual dues: Individual: $35.00 (Please print clearly)
This is a NEW_____ or a RENEWAL _____ Application
Name: ________________________________________________
Name: _______________________________________________
Address: ______________________________________________
City: ____________________________State______ ZIP_______
Dues enclosed: ($35.00 individual) $_______
Phone: ____________________ Cell: ______________________
Email: _________________________________________________

Mail To: Friendship Force, PO Box 1703, Albany, OR 97321

friendship force
OREGON’S
MID-WILLAMETTE VALLEY

Father's Day is a day of honoring fatherhood and paternal
bonds, as well as the influence of fathers in society. In Catholic
countries of Europe, it has been celebrated on March 19 as Saint
Joseph's Day since the Middle Ages. In America, Father's Day
was founded by Sonora Smart Dodd, and celebrated on the third
Sunday of June for the first time in 1910. Over 100 countries
around the world have a father’s day. It is held on various days
in many parts of the world all throughout the year, often in the
months of March, May and June. Father's day complements
similar celebrations honoring family members, such as Mother's
Day, Siblings Day and Grandparents' Day.
Source - https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Father’s_Day
Happy Father's Day wishes and
messages (Photo Credits: Lastly File
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Your 2020 Leadership Team
Elected Officers
President

Juanita Weigel

503-871-4541 rufus2000@comcast.net

Vice-President

Ted Powell

503-831-3755 deerpathted@gmail.com

Secretary/
Internet Communications

Marilyn Peterson

541-926-7431 peterson.marilyn@comcast.net

Treasurer

Dennis Murphy

541-829-2597 dmmurphy1@comcast.net

Past President

Chris Duval

971-218-0361 duval15@comcast.net

Friendship Shared/
Sunshine News

Sue Stein

541-619-7137 (cell)
541-791-7144 sstein12345@comcast.net

Journey Organizer

Chris Duval

971-218-0361 duval15@comcast.net

MEG

Sharron Harr

541– 752-0990 harrhaus3@comcast.net

Membership

Eileen Minette

541-602-1955 flatlander50@gmail.com

Navigators

Barb Callner

541-928-5550 smilecall@hotmail.com

Newsletter Editor/Archives

Russ Karow

541-760– 4770 russell.karow@oregonstate.edu

Activity Leads

Inbound Journey Coordinators - prior to cancellations
June 2 - 8, 2020, Tokyo, Japan – Eileen Minette and Marilyn Peterson
July 13 - 18, 2020 Denver, Colorado - volunteers needed
September 8 -15, North Bay, Ontario, Canada – volunteers needed
August 2021 – Ft Worth, Texas - volunteers needed

Outbound Journey Coordinators - prior to cancellations
June 20 - 27 – Manitoba, Canada – Chris Duval and Mary Ellen Lind
TBD 2021 Edmonton, Canada - volunteers needed

This Issue of Connections, and more information about our club,
can be found on our website: http://www.fforegon.org
Contact us at: fforegon@comcast.net or PO Box 1703, Albany, Oregon 97321
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