Friendship Connections
The Friendship Force of Oregon’s Mid-Willamette Valley

October/November, 2019

A MOONFALL-SATIONAL SHOW!
BY Barb

Callner

We are fortunate to again be offered a production of Moonfall Theater as a fund-raiser for our club’s
activities!

Moonfall-Sational Show, Friday, Oct. 4
at 7pm.
We’re getting closer to the 2019 Moonfall
Performance and I wanted to encourage you, along
with your friends and relatives to join us. Here are a
few reminders/updates:

• Van just informed me that we have many seats still available. To insure yourself a seat, call
Van or email him at. You can send him your checks, ($20 per seat) addressed to FFOMWV.
He said that you can pay him at the door as long as you let him know that you will be
coming.
• Remember to bring desserts, finger foods, cheese and crackers, on a fancy china or glass
plate, as well as serving utensils. All these goodies will be enjoyed during intermission. We
will have wine to buy at $3.00 per glass offered before the performance.
• Don’t forget to dress in your best theater attire – anything from Victorian to Western Wear
is appropriate. And of course, your smiles are always acceptable!
Moonfall Theater is located at 11140 Orrs Corner Rd. Rickreall, Oregon 97371. If you have any
questions, please contact me at or
As usual, this is going to be great fun and I look forward to seeing you there!
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CALENDAR OF EVENTS

PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE

No board meeting or general gathering
in October due to New Zealand journey.

Friends:

October 4, Friday, 7 p.m.
MOONFALL THEATER SHOW
11140 Orrs Corner Rd., Rickreall

Congratulations to the individuals who agreed to serve as officers
for the club for 2020: Juanita Weigel, President; Ted Powell, Vice
President; Marilyn Peterson, Secretary; and Dennis Murphy,
Treasurer. When you get a chance, please talk with each of them
and let them know that you, as a member of the club, will be
supportive of them during the next year, and step up when called
on to help out with club activities. We are a relatively small club,
with members who have served in many capacities through the
years.
The tasks we are willing to take on may have changed through the
years, but there is always something that each of us can do, to
make the club a success.

October 12 – 27 Outbound Journey to
Whangarei and New Plymouth,
New Zealand
November 13, Wednesday, 1 p.m.
FFOWMV Board Meeting
Albany Public Library Conference Rm
November 17, Sunday, 2 p.m.
General Gathering
Location to be announced via email.
December 13, Wednesday, 1 p.m.
FFOMWV Board Meeting
Albany Public Library Conference Rm
December 22, Holiday Gathering, 2 p.m
Home of Ted and Rita Powell

Sunshine News
Contact Sue Stein, with news.

As we look to 2020, there are a number of board positions and
committee leadership positions that may need to be filled. Some of
our current members serving in these positions may want to
continue, and that is great. One position I know of at this point that
needs to be filled is that of Newsletter Editor. Mary Ellen Lind has
been serving in this position for several years and it is time for her
to take a break. She, of course, is willing to train her replacement.
This position would be idea for someone who likes working on the
computer and enjoys the creativity of putting a newsletter together
each month. We currently create the newsletter in Word, which is a
computer program very common and relatively easy to learn and
use. Please give some thought to whether you might be right for
this position.
Note that there will be no meetings in October due to our large
group traveling on the outbound journey to New Zealand.
Please keep us in your thoughts as we travel.

In Friendship,

Chris Duval

FRIENDSHIP FORCE PLEDGE
As a member of the Friendship Force, I recognize that I can make a difference. I recognize that
I have a mission. That mission is to be a friend of the world. As I embark upon this adventure,
I know that others will be watching me. I know that through my example to my fellow citizens
and the people of other nations, the cause of friendship, love and peace can be furthered.
I can make a difference
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UPCOMING JOURNEYS and CONFERENCES
2019 Outbound
October 12–27: Whangarei and New Plymouth, New Zealand
Host JC’s: Peter Geange and Betty Tarrant
Ambassador JCs: Marilyn Peterson and Chris Duval
2020 Inbounds – All need host JC’s
May 17–21: Pre-Conference Mini-Journey
June 2-8: Tokyo, Japan, #20317
September 8-15: North Bay, Ontario, Canada, #20326
2020 Outbounds – All need ambassador JC’s
Late June or July tbd: Manitoba, Canada, #20151
2020 Super Regional Conference – Need host JC
May 21 – 23, Portland
In Date Order:
2019 October 12-27
2020 May 17-21
May 21-23

Outbound Whangarei & New Plymouth, NZ
Inbound Pre-Conference Mini-Journey
Super Regional Conference in Portland, Oregon

June 2-8
Late June or July

Inbound Tokyo, Japan
Outbound Manitoba, Canada

September 8-15

Inbound from North Bay, Ontario, Canada

2020 JOURNEY COORDINATORS NEEDED

BY

CHRIS DUVAL

Our club has two upcoming journeys in May and June, 2020, which are in need of Journey Coordinators to get started on
planning right away. The board is looking for one seasoned Host Coordinator and one new-ish Co-Coordinator, to be
assigned for each of the journeys.
First, we have a Pre-Super-Conference Mini-Journey, scheduled for May 17-21, for up to 15 ambassadors. There will be only
three full days of activities, plus the arrival day and departure day. The ambassadors will come from the western United
States.
Secondly, we have an inbound from Tokyo, Japan, scheduled for June 2-8. We don’t have a count of ambassadors at this
time.
Please give some thought to your ability and willingness to serve as a Journey Coordinator on one of these two journeys. We
appoint JCs in teams of two, so there is always back-up. If you are interested in serving as a Host JC on either of these two
journeys, please contact Chris Duval, , and Rita Powell,. We are working together on recruiting. Thank you for your
consideration.
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NEW ZEALAND JOURNEY TO WHANGAREI AND NEW PLYMOUTH
October 12 – 27, 2019
BY MARILYN PETERSON

Kia Ora!
Our 20 ambassadors (a full journey) will soon
Gather in Auckland for their New Zealand
adventure to Whangarel for a fun filled week
(sand Dune tobogganing, anyone?) Rotorua is
the next stop for a short visit to this very popular
area. The second home stay will be in New
Plymouth ending on October 27. Our group
includes 4 ambassadors from other clubs.
During the trip, if anyone urgently needs to
contact our ambassadors, please contact Marilyn
Peterson by phone. She is the at home
emergency contact.

RECENT INBOUND JOURNEY FROM TUXTLA – GUTIERREZ, MEXICO
Requested theme: “saving the environment”, September 23 – 28, 2019

Welcome brunch and gorgeous attire at home of
Lloyd and Juanita Weigel

Talk about waste reduction by
Alan Pennington
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Tour of Oregon State Capitol and
speaker from the Oregon
Environmental Council

Tour of Oregon Garden, 80-acre
botanical garden
Tour and salmon lunch at Thyme Garden

FAREWELL lunch and song at home of Ted and Rita Powell

Program about
Soil and water
Conservation
and tour of Deer
Path Farm, home
of Ted and Rita

Toast to FF friendships at Airlie
Winery
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FRIENDSHIP SHARED IN 2019

BY SHIRLEY KARSTENS

We have completed another successful series of Friendship Shared events. This is our way of sharing our
friendship with charities, strengthening relationships between our members and friends and having some fun in
the process. There were six events, 75 participants, and we donated $1,628 to six charities. The charities are
Jackson Street Youth Shelter, FISH of Albany, Educare Africa, The Grace Center, Community Outreach and Latin
America Relief Fund.
Thank you to all who hosted events and to everyone who participated. And the charities thank you, too.

ANNUAL MEETING MINUTES
of The Friendship Force of Oregon’s Mid-Willamette Valley
September 15, 2019
President Chris Duval called the annual meeting to order at 2:15pm at the Albany Public Library main branch.
Gail Wolcott, chair of the nominating committee (Gail Wolcott, Ted Powell, Peter Harr) presented the proposed slate of
officers for 2020: President: Juanita Weigel; Vice President: Ted Powell; Treasurer, Dennis Murphy; Secretary, Marilyn
Peterson
There being no nominations from the floor; the proposed slate of officers was accepted by a voice vote. Congratulations to
these individuals who will assume their new offices at the January 2020 club gathering!
Marilyn Peterson, Secretary Pro Tempore

ELECTION RESULTS BY CHRIS DUVAL
At our 2019 Annual Meeting on September 15, elections were held for club officers for the calendar year 2020. The following
slate of officers was unanimously elected:
Juanita Weigel, President; Ted Powell, Vice President; Marilyn Peterson, Secretary; Dennis Murphy, Treasurer
Congratulations go out to each of these individuals. Thanks for stepping up to serve the club during 2020.

of these individuals. Thanks for stepping up to serve the club during 2020.

MEETING NOTICES

BY EILEEN MINETTE

OCTOBER There will be no Board meeting or General meeting held in October due to many of our members being gone
on the Outbound Journey to New Zealand.

NOVEMBER BOARD MEETING Wednesday, November 13th, at 1pm, with the location TBA. All members are welcome
to attend.

NOVEMBER GATHERING Sunday, November 17th, at 2pm, at a location TBA. The program will be provided by the
New Zealand ambassadors, with an overview of their journey. Members with last names starting with A through M, please
bring finger foods. Coffee and tea will be available.

DECEMBER BOARD MEETING Wednesday, December 18th, at 1pm, with the location TBA. All members are welcome
to attend.

DECEMBER GATHERING

Sunday, December 22nd, at 2pm at Ted and Rita Powell’s home.
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2020 MEMBERSHIP RENEWALS: WE HAVE A DEAL FOR YOU!
BY

CHRIS DUVAL

Yearly membership dues will be increasing for the year 2020, from $30 per individual to $35 per individual. The board has
voted to give our members a break and offer renewal memberships for the old amount of $30 per individual to any
members who renew their membership prior to December 1, 2019. The renewal membership form is in this
newsletter. Complete the renewal form and send your check for $30 to Peter Harr prior to December 1 st, to get the
old rate of $30 per individual.
Make a note. Do it today! After December 1st, the new rate of $35 per individual will apply.

NEWSLETTER EDITOR NEEDED

BY MARY ELLEN LIND

Our club will need a newsletter editor beginning in January 2020 to be responsible for receiving and publishing reports about
the activities of the coming month, and possibly months ahead. The newsletter also describes recent past events with articles
and photographs that are submitted from the club members who have been involved in the activities.
I have been the editor for the past 2 years and want to take a break and give this opportunity to another club member. I’ve
truly enjoyed the challenge of organizing the newsletter (it’s been like fitting together a puzzle) and publishing it each month.
The newsletter is written as a Microsoft Word document so there isn’t the need to learn a new publisher program. The editor
doesn’t need to write the articles for publication but determines a deadline that the articles and photos are to be sent to
him/he from the person most involved with the event. This position serves on the Board of Officers and attends the board
meetings, so there is keen awareness of the activities that will need to be included in the newsletter.
I’d like to work together with the next editor on the December issue with the person who will accept this responsibility
beginning in January. Chris Duval and Marilyn Peterson have been editors in the recent past. All of us will readily support
the person who will volunteer to do this task for our club. Please contact our president, Chris Duval, and volunteer to be our
editor next year. YOU are needed!

FRIENDSHIP FORCE MISSION
Friendship Force is a non-profit cultural organization focused on promoting understanding, cultural education and citizen
diplomacy through homestay Journeys and personal friendships. We are based in more than 60 countries and in six
continents, with 15,000 active members and over 300 Journeys taking place each year.
Through these exciting personal encounters, strangers become friends – and we know that by experiencing different
views, you can discover common ground.
Our programs bring diverse people together into each other’s cultures and homes to share one-of-a-kind experiences
not available to regular tourists.

60 countries 6 continents 15,000 active members 300 Journeys
This Issue of Connections, and more information about our club, may be found on our
website: http://wfforegon.org
Contact us at: fforegon@comcast.net or PO Box 1703, Albany, Oregon 97321
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Friendship Force of Oregon’s Mid-Willamette Valley
Membership Application or Renewal
Please complete one form for each member. Annual dues cover the cost of the monthly newsletter
and expenses for Journeys and activities of the Friendship Force of Oregon’s Mid-Willamette Valley,
as well as membership in Friendship Force International, which provides discounted prices on
Journey travel and other benefits. Memberships expire on December 31 of each year.
Annual dues: Individual, $35.00 NOTE: If submitted by December 1, 2019, dues remain at $30.00
Please print clearly:
This is a NEW

or RENEWAL

application.

Date:
Name:

(one person per form, please)

Address:
City:
Phone:

State:

Zip:

Cell:

Email:
Members have opportunities to participate in some of the following activities: travel on international and domestic Journeys;
host incoming Ambassadors overnight and participate in planned activities; day host Ambassadors; provide small group
dinners; provide rides to non-driving members to meetings and events; enjoy lunches together; and serve in leadership
roles. We invite you to become involved!

Mail to: Friendship Force, P.O. Box 1703, Albany, OR 97322

Our mission is to promote global understanding across the barriers that separate people. Each
individual can make a contribution to global goodwill. The Friendship Force worldwide network of
clubs and individuals seeks to overcome differences among people and nations
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FFOMWV Board Minutes
July 10, 2019
Present: Pat Byers, Chris Duval, Peter Harr, Sharon Harr, Mary Ellen Lind, Eileen Minette, Dennis
Murphy, Rita Powell, Marilyn Peterson, Gail Wolcott, John Wolcott
Absent: Van Nichols, Ted Powell
President Chris Duval called the meeting to order at 1:08 p.m.
Review/Approval of Minutes: April Minutes were reviewed and approved. (Rita/Eileen) MSP
Treasurer’s Report: Checking Account reconciled. Ending balance: $4,196.68. The CD will be able to be
renewed as of July 14th. Peter will check rates at that time then send an email to the board with updated
information. Report accepted as presented and to be audited at EOY.
Journey Treasurer Report: Board decided designation of $100 donation from Edmonton Club: Albany
Carousel (Peter/Pat). MSP Ted will convey decision to Edmonton Club.

Journey Organizer Reports – Rita Powell
Completed Journeys: 2019 Edmonton Inbound and Outbound Missoula: Congratulations to JCs Rita Powell and
Eileen Minette and Ted Powell and Pat Byers.
2019 Upcoming Journeys
❖ World Conference in Boulder, Colorado, July 23-27.
❖ New Zealand: 3 spaces available, 1 pending.
❖ Inbound Atlanta: set to go. John will discuss at 7/21 General Meeting.
❖ Tuxtla, Mexico Inbound – Sept. 23-28. JCs: Rita Powell and Juanita Weigel. 13 Ambassadors
still planning to come; some visa concerns. Emphasizing theme of “Saving the Environment.”
Send ideas to Rita for places and/or activities related to this interest for this Journey.
❖ New Zealand Outbound, Oct. 10-27. JCs Marilyn Peterson and Chris Duval. Three spaces open.
2020 Journeys
❖ Fort Worth contacted: they no longer plan to go to Sacramento. Status of Inbound Journey to FFMWV
undecided.
❖ FFOMWV to host a pre-conference mini-journey, (for Regional Super Conference), May 17 -21. 15 spaces
available. JCs needed.
❖ Inbound Tokyo, Japan, 20 Ambassadors, specific dates in June pending.
❖ International Outbound Manitoba, Canada, June/July? (Edmonton unable to host us 2020.)
❖ Possible Outbound with Oklahoma in Sept., may coincide with State Fair.
❖ Inbound Journey North Bay Ontario possibility. New contact at FFI for North Bay.
❖ Mystery Inbound was offered by Allison Lindsay, but we indicated we are full for 2020.
2021 Potential Plans:
Inbound/Outbound, Denver (may include Pikes Peak) Reciprocal: 2020/2021, Spring/Fall.
Outbound Edmonton, Canada.
Outbound Oklahoma, possibly Sept/Oct.
Committee Chairperson Reports:
❖ Internet Communication: Marilyn. No report.
❖ Newsletter: Mary Ellen. No newsletter in August or November. Chris will ask membership on 7/21 what
they want to see in the newsletter. Policy requires that Board Minutes be sent out; potential change of
wording of policy if general membership expresses interest to not receive.
Old Business:
❖ 2019 World Beat Festival Booth. We had excellent membership volunteers for this event. Thanks! For
future planning: We need more support for booth setup.
A list of people interested in FF was collected during the festival; Marilyn will contact people on list via
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email. Later, Eileen and other volunteers with make phone calls to follow up. Policy Vote on Term Limits of
Board Members – Rita. Rita recommended that we delete “two years or less term for Board Members.”
(Rita/Eileen) MSP

❖ Nominating Committee Needed: Gail, Ted and Peter volunteered (all 4 current officers must step
down after completion of 2-year term.
❖ Joint picnic with FF Columbia Cascade – August 24. No program planned. Chris will prepare a flyer and
coordinate the event.
❖ Nametags at Gatherings: Discussion of assigning a member to serve as greeter at general meetings,
helping with forms and nametags.
❖ Host Costs for Incoming Journeys: Chris will follow-up on JC training.
❖ LBCC Choirs Trip to Vietnam 2020 – Marilyn will follow-up on this.
New Business:
Correspondence: Four thank you letters received from non-profit organizations that benefited from
donations collected from Friendship Shared activities. Marilyn to email copies to all member.
Upcoming Meetings:
❖ July Gathering, July 21st, Albany Public Library. Review of Missoula Outbound Journey.
❖ No August Board Meeting due to Inbound Atlanta, Georgia Journey.
❖ August Gathering will be a joint picnic with Columbia Cascade, Sat. Aug. 24th, Champoeg.
❖ September Board Meeting – September 11th, 2 p.m., location tbd.
❖ September Gathering is the Annual Meeting, Sun. Sept. 15th. Program will be voting on new officers and
voting for 2012 Outbound choices.
Meeting Adjourned: 2:46 p.m. Respectfully submitted, Sharon Harr

BOARD OF DIRECTORS - 2019
Elected Officers
President
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