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The Friendship Force of Oregon’s Mid-Willamette Valley  

INSIDE THIS ISSUE 

1 - January general meeting 

2 - President update; election notice; club com-
munications reminders  

3 - November meeting highlights 

4 - Holiday dinners; Thank You Board! 

5 - Nov MEG; our club COVID policy 

6 - upcoming journeys; moment in club history 

7 -  FFI virtual offerings; Dec 14 board meeting 

8 - Manitoba & Alberta journey; Giving Tuesday 

9 - Aug 10 & Oct 12 board meeting notes 

10 - Oct 12 board notes continued 

11- PLEASE PAY YOUR DUES 

12- 2022 Leaders; Let There Be Peace factoid 

The Friendship Force of Oregon’s Mid-Willamette Valley    December 2022 

Friendship Connections 

CALENDAR 

Dec/Jan - small group events  - see page 4 

Dec 14, 1 pm - board meeting (p 7) 

Jan 22, 2 pm - club meeting & election Pringle Creek 

Painters Hall Community Center, Salem  (page 1&2) 

www.fforegon.org  

This Issue of Connections, and more information about our club,  

can be found on our website: http://www.fforegon.org 

Contact us at: fforegon@comcast.net or PO Box 1703, Albany, Oregon 97321 

January Club Meeting - Jan 22, 2 pm 

Pringle Creek Community– Painters Hall 

Our January club meeting will be held on the 22nd at 2 pm in the Pringle Creek Community Painters Hall,  

3911 Village Center Dr SE, Salem, OR 97302.  Club members Jonathan and Lisa Schachter are members of 

the Pringle Creek Community.  Jonathan is their Director of Development.  If there is interest, Jonathan is will-

ing to give a short community tour. 

The Pringle Creek pitch - Pringle Creek Community is a 32 acre, fully sustainable residential development located in the 

heart of Oregon’s flourishing Willamette Valley. It is a place to live like no other; a vibrant, innovative community set in a 

serene urban oasis where living is simplified and woven into the rhythm of nature. The neighborhood is founded on prin-

ciples of sustainability. The community provides all the modern amenities of urban living and is filled with thoughtfully 

planned outdoor spaces, walking and biking paths, gardens and orchards, and community gathering places. 

 

 

  
 Painter Hall - there is parking near-

by -  Lisa and Jonathan  will pro-

vide guidance 

http://pringlecreek.com/livability/nature/
http://pringlecreek.com/livability/innovation/
http://pringlecreek.com/livability/innovation/
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President’s Message - In Friendship Dennis Murphy 

Holiday greetings to all from a grateful President for all the support that our club has received in the 

past two years from our Board members, our journey coordinators, all our wonderful and friendly 

members, and most of all from my loving and supportive wife and your unofficial Co-President. 

I am very pleased to announce that since our annual meeting, Sharon Harr has volunteered to lead 

our club next year as President.  Chris Kastella, has volunteered to take Sharon’s elected position 

as secretary on the board for 2023.  That means that at our January 22, 2023  meeting we will have 

a general membership vote to approve Sharon Harr as your next President, and Chris Kastella as 

your next secretary.  After the vote we will swear into office all newly elected board members 

Congratulations to Ted Powell on receiving the Wayne Smith Medal for his many years of hard work 

in advancing the mission of Friendship Force around the world. This is an honor very well deserved.  

Ted joins his wife Rita Powell, Don and Betty Rea as club members who have received this award 

over the years.  Thank you, Ted, for all your efforts for the Friendship Force mission! 

Please remember that at our January meeting, we will get to participate in choosing the journey lo-

cations where we would like to go in 2024. This meeting at the Pringle Creek Community Center will 

be a fun and enjoyable.  You do not want to miss it!   At this gathering we will celebrate the year that 

has passed and the friendships that we have nurtured and gained.  Let us look forward to the com-

ing year and the new friendships that we will form, whether we are traveling or welcoming visitors to 

this beautiful valley we call home! 

FFOMWV Communications 

Marilyn Peterson usually sends our email club communications. Here are some tips for improving those communications: 

• The FFOMWV membership roster/email list is only used for FF communications or 

events involving FF partnerships. 

• Marilyn prefers to send only one email per week (keeping our email clutter to a mini-

mum). If she receives the news by Tuesday afternoon, the news will go out on 

Wednesday. 

• If you are in charge of an event, please submit your content several days (a week) before the event. 

• Marilyn publishes the email just as it is received: no editing, no looking up missing information, no formatting. Please 

write the content so that the reader knows exactly what the event/action item involves, where to go, at what time, and 

whom to contact with questions. 

Questions? Please contact Marilyn Peterson. 

Notice of Additional Election for Board Officers 
January 22

nd
, 2023 

Pringle Creek Community Center Painters Hall 
Salem, Oregon 

 
There will be an additional election at our General Meeting to complete the slate of elected officer to 
the Board.           Sharon Harr:   Nominated for President 2023 
                           Chris Kastella:  Nominated for Secretary 2023 
 
The following officers were elected at our Annual General Meeting on November 20, 2022. 
                            Jim and Rosie Brabeck – Co-Vice Presidents 
                            Dennis Murphy - Treasurer 
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FFOMWV Annual Meeting - Nov 20 

Our annual meeting was held at the Lakeside Center in the Mennonite Village in Albany.   Over 40 
members and guests attended the meeting.  The event began with information about FFI provided 
by Marilyn Peterson as background for our guests and then thoughts from Ted and Rita Powell 
about the impact the FF has had on their lives.  To Ted and Rita’s surprise, after their presentation, 
Ted was presented with the FFI Wayne Smith Medal.  The FFI Wayne Smith Medal was created to 
recognize those who have shown exceptional leadership in advancing the FFI mission in their com-
munities.  As anyone who knows Ted’s involvement with our club, he is the epitome of a Smith Med-
al recipient.  Congratulations Ted!  Other meeting activities included a “Year in Review” presentation 
by President Murphy and election of new officers for 2023.  See page 2 for an officer update.  We 
thank all of the officers and board members for 2022 (see page 4).  Your hard work makes our club 
the wonder that it is. 

Ted Powell receives Smith Medal 

Rita, Ted and Brittany Powell—daughter Brittany ac-

companied her parents on several FF journeys as a child Pres. Murphy leads the meeting 

Crowd members confer 
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End of Year Holiday Gatherings  

As was done in 2021, our club is holding small group holiday gatherings both as a nod to COVID and to the 
value in having smaller group conversations.  These are the dates, host and location of events and an indica-
tion of the number of slots still available for guests as of this newsletter release: 

• Sat Dec 10, noon - John & Ruth Wyse  at their home in Crabtree—ornament exchange– directions provid-
ed by hosts—must be fully vaccinated/boosted against COVID - three seats available 

• Sun Dec 11, 2 pm - Van Nichols & Elizabeth Marshall  - 296 Eider Ave SE, Salem - please bring a 
wrapped gift for a child.  These gifts will be donated to a local charity.  Three grandchildren are joining the 
party and will open and swap gifts of their own - full  

• Sat Dec 17, 1 pm - Ted & Rita Powell are hosting a Steelhead Norwegian Holliday Dinner  - 2550 Stiles 
Rd, Dallas.  Bring a wrapped white elephant gift– full 

• Sun Dec 18, 11:30 am - Jim & Rosie Brabeck are hosting a brunch - 470 NW Conifer Blvd, Corvallis - 
bring a favorite child holiday memory and a toy that they will donate to a local charity -  must be fully vac-
cinated/boosted against COVID.  Questions—contact Rosie at 406-529-8256 or rosier-
brabeck@gmail.com - two seats available 

• Fri Jan 6, 11 am - Kathy Butler & Marilyn Peterson - New Year’s Brunch - 4712 Becker Circle SE, Albany, 
Oregon - no gift exchange - must be fully vaccinated/boosted against COVID - one seat available 

New January Offerings: 

Sun Jan 22, 5:30 pm - Chris Kastella - 506 Fawn Lane, Philomath is hosting a baked potato bar.  Guests are 

to bring a baked potato topping (Chris will coordinate) and canned goods for food bank donation.  Must be 

fully vaccinated/boosted for COVID - six seats available 

 
Wed Jan 11, 12:30 pm - Sharon & Peter Harr are hosting a salad soiree - 
845 NW Sundance Circle, Corvallis - there will be a fund-
raiser donation of $20 per person - six seats available 
 
Reserve your place by contacting Van Nichols 

by Dec. 3rd. 

 

Thanks to Our 2022 Officers, Board and Members! 

Our club is strong because of our leaders and because of you!  Thanks to our 2022 Board. 

Dennis Murphy—President 

Kathy Butler – Vice President/Membership 

Van Nichols – Treasurer 

Secretary – Caye Poe until Nov 

Secretary _ Mary Ellen Lind beginning in Nov 

Club Journey Coordinator Chris Duval 

Member at Large, Communications & FFI Board Member 

– Marilyn Peterson 

Newsletter – Russ Karow 

MEG and Sunshine  Sharon Harr 

30th Anniversary – Ted Powell 

Journey coordinators - Mary Ellen Lind, Chris Duval, Juanita Weigel, Kathy Butler 

And all of the other members who have so willingly opened their homes to host our visitors, helped with preparations for 

events, recruited those most valuable new members, and shared their ideas and support for the efforts of your leader-

ship.  Thank you! 

Zoom board meeting 

Photos from 2021 dinners  
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COVID And Our Club 

As we approach this holiday season, we find ourselves still dealing with a persistent and very dan-

gerous virus.  COVID is not the flu, and can do very serious and sometimes permanent damage to 

its victims.  Members of our FF club are dealing with some of those long lasting effects.  The board 

encourages all of the members of our community to get vaccinated if  no other medical conditions 

prevent or make it dangerous.  We encourage you to wear a mask indoors and in crowded situa-

tions.  It is one of the best forms of protection available to all of us.  Along with the face masks, 

washing your hands especially after having been in crowded situations with unknown people.  While 

COVID home tests are not always accurate, especially in the early hours of COVID, 

please test yourself prior to attending FFOMWV events in the coming months, and 

please, even if you test negative, but do not feel well in even the slightest way, do 

not attend.  We all need to do our very best to protect ourselves and each other in 

every way that we can. 

Nov 15 MEG—No Laughing Matter 

A MEG meeting was held at Laughing Planet on 2nd Street in Corvallis on Nov 15.  Seventeen club 

members and guests were able to participate.  We commandeered their second floor dining room 

and had wonderful conversation, sometime a bit too loud for those with hearing aids.  A grand time 

was had by all. 
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SCHEDULE OF UPCOMING JOURNEYS (Revised November 2022) 

 
 

2023 May 18-25   INBOUND INTERNATIONAL: Inbound from Leuven, Belgium (#23057) 
     to be combined with their visit to Sacramento, California; Leuven JC - 
     Greta Smeyers; Host JCs: Marilyn Peterson and Kathy Butler  

 
June 17-29 OUTBOUND INTERNATIONAL: Outbound to Manitoba Canada,  

June 17-23 (Susan Finlay); combined with our outbound to Edmonton 
and Area, Alberta, Canada, June 23-29  #20151, (Angela Seery and 
Elaine Kirschner); JCs: Chris Duval and Mary Ellen Lind. 

 
End of July/early Aug  INBOUND DOMESTIC: Inbound Denver, Colorado (Ilene Americus) 

#20403 to be combined with their visit to San Francisco, California; JCs: 
Dennis Murphy and Ted Powell.  
 

Early September  OUTBOUND DOMESTIC:  4-day Mini-Journey to Sacramento 
 
October 2-6 FFI World Conference: Dubrovnik, Croatia, with pre- and post-

excursions to be announced. 
 
 

2024 
June TBD   INBOUND INTERNATIONAL: Inbound from Tokyo, Japan #22501 
    Host JCs: Marilyn Peterson and Eileen Minette 
 
Not Scheduled Yet INBOUND DOMESTIC: Inbound from Charlotte, North Carolina, 

(Tommie Craig) #21116.  
 Host JC’s needed. 

 

A Moment in FFOMWV History - Snippets from 1995 Newsletters 

 Note co-officer positions then too 

Sacramento river front 
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FFI Virtual Experiences 
 
With actual journeys now taking place, FFI’s virtual offerings are fewer.  FFI is offering club and lan-
guage training opportunities.  To see a current listing, visit this website in your FFI portal - https://
blog.friendshipforce.org/virtual-experiences/   
 
FFI BOOK CLUB: 
“The Yellow House” by Sarah M. Broom 
Thursday, December 15, 2022, 11:00 am Pacific 
Host: Kerstin Hogan, FFI Staff 
In our December meeting, we will discuss a brilliant, haunting and unforget-
table memoir from a stunning new talent about the inexorable pull of home 
and family, set in a shotgun house in New Orleans East. 
Winner of the 2019 National Book Award for Nonfiction 
Located in the gap between the “Big Easy” of tourist guides and the New 
Orleans in which Broom was raised, The Yellow House is a brilliant memoir 
of place, class, race, the seeping rot of inequality, and the internalized 
shame that often follows. It is a transformative, deeply moving story from an 
unparalleled new voice of startling clarity, authority, and power. 
Register here. 
 
 
FFI Virtual Experience Recordings can be found at the bottom of the FFI member portal web-
site listed above including two FFOMWV offerings! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Board Meetings 

The next FFOMWV Board meeting will be on Wednesday, December 14 at 1 pm.  All members are 

welcomed to participate.  If interested, send Marilyn Peterson an email and she will send you the 

ZOOM link. 

Zoom board meeting screen shot 

https://blog.friendshipforce.org/virtual-experiences/
https://blog.friendshipforce.org/virtual-experiences/
https://us06web.zoom.us/meeting/register/tZ0kdO2hrzwpGdPXyCcdMWdOwG3n9PQMWPkC
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AMBASSADOR OPPORTUNITY 
TO VISIT FF MANITOBA AND FF EDMONTON, ALBERTA CANADA 

Our Canadian outbound journeys planned for 2023 are to visit the Manitoba FF club from June 17 – 
23 then travel to Edmonton on the 23

rd 
and leave for home the 29

th
.  The Manitoba JC says 16 am-

bassadors would be ideal.  We haven’t heard from Edmonton about their maximum number.  The 
Manitoba JC described a long list of event choices which include going to a jazz festival, attending 
Aboriginal Peoples Day events, touring Canadian Museum for Human rights, visiting a Hutterite Col-
ony - an Anabaptist group who live and work in a communal manner, and watching horse racing. In 
Edmonton, one event that is popular is the day spent at the Ukrainian Cultural Heritage Village and a 
Ukrainian supper.   
 
Edmonton ambassadors were our guests in 2019 and, for some of us, this may be a time to renew 
those friendships.  Many of our club members have already indicated interest in this journey.  If we 
don’t fill the ambassador quota the FF of Lower 
Columbia club has members who would like to 
join our journey because they had to cancel due 
to COVID.  
 
 We look forward to providing you with more in-
formation in the new year.  
 
Chris Duval 
Mary Ellen Lind  
Canadian Journey Coordinators 

Edmonton,  Alberta 

November 29 was Giving Tuesday 

Giving Tuesday is a global generosity movement aimed at unleashing the 

power of people and organizations to transform their communities and the 

world.   It was started in 2012 as a counter response to the commerciali-

zation and consumerism represented by other post-Thanksgiving days - Black Friday and Cyber 

Monday.  The concept of Giving Tuesday is simple – do good works.  While the day often focuses 

on monetary giving, gifts of goods, and time are also important. 

While Giving Tuesday is past, it is not too late to donate.  Friendship Force International is trying to 

raise $10K.  Giving Tuesday donations will be used to directly support Friendship Force clubs world-

wide! Clubs will have the option to submit requests for grants from FFI to be used to support their 

club's efforts to rebuild after the pandemic.  See https://donorbox.org/giving-tuesday-2022-27   for 

more information and to donate.  If you would like to mail a donation, checks can be sent to: 

Friendship Force International, 279 West Crogan Street, Lawrenceville, GA 30046 USA.  Write 

“Giving Tuesday” on the memo line. 

Krampusnacht - Krampus is a horned, anthropomorphic figure in Central and Eastern Alpine folklore 

who, during the Christmas season, scares children who have misbehaved. Assisting Saint Nicholas, or 

Santa Claus, the pair visit children on the night of December 5th, with Saint Nicholas rewarding the well-

behaved children with modest gifts such as oranges, dried fruit, walnuts and chocolate, while the badly 

behaved ones only receive punishment from Krampus with birch rods. 

https://donorbox.org/giving-tuesday-2022-27
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Minutes of FFOMWV Board Meeting Held via zoom—August 10 2022  

Present:  Marilyn, Kathy, Dennis, Caye, Chris, Russ  

There will be 14 people from Oregon going on the upcoming Festival at Sea cruise  

Minutes of general meeting held June 12
th
 approved.  

Treasures report accepted and approved 

Tuxtla report: reviewed and approved $675.00 in the account.  Kathy and Juanita were not compensated for trav-
el.  Minutes were requested be sent to Dennis only.  Nominate Ted Powell for the Wayne Smith award.  FFI will be re-
quested so the award can be given at our annual meeting November 20

th
.  Seconded and approved. John and Gail Wol-

cott and all present have been requested to not discuss this nomination and keep it private—secret.  

Chris reported that 14 people are on the journey of Fort Worth and San Antonio About $150.00 supplement is needed 
from the club.  Chris -Rita—Marilyn—Kathy great coordination.  Just a few little glitches that needed and were ironed 
out.  Juanita and Lloyd presented an outstanding dinner for the group.  

We need to make inbound host easier discussion but decided to think about it and discuss later.  Visitors need to under-
stand how to get to the Willamette Valley.  Free day do not call it a free day.  This is the day with host not something 
guests can decide they can do whatever they want.  

San Antonio donated 50.00.  Where should the board donate?  Need board input.  Suggestions:  Carousel--- Homeless 
people shelter.  Need to resolve any in balance from Texas with FFI. 

2023 input May from Leuven Belgiu.  June outbound from Edmonton Manitoba July August host Denver—they have 
wanted to come for 4 years.  Outbound world conference Dubrovnik Croatia Next year need to do a survey of people 
who could host.  Hosting capacity has changed over the years.  More people are traveling and less hosting.  

Typically world conference doesn’t attract many from our club.  Need to get the information out to club members. 

Festival at sea 85 people.  14 from our club.  Install what’s app and navigator app on our phones.  Caye and John need 
to have help to install.  Possible Kathy president?  Dennis and Caye times are expiring and need replacement for these 
positions.  Lots of new members suggest we get them involved and on board.  We are the nominating committee and 
need to pick someone some one who is not intimidated and believe in FF.  The board has their back. 

September meeting suggest it be canceled due to many will be on cruise ship.  October meeting festival at sea can be 
reviewed and share what was learned.  November is annual meeting.  People who hosted Texas group can review what 
happened where and when. 

Meeting location for group meeting Albany or Salem library, Corvallis at fire house, Lakeside Albany  October 
16

th
.   November meeting TBD. 

Dennis will be gone for the next 3 weeks.  Kathy will take charge during his absence.  Notice will be sent out to mem-
bers.  Appreciate your time.  Meeting ended. 

FFOMWV ZOOM Board Meeting Notes – October 12, 2022 (action items in bold) 

In attendance: Kathy Butler, Russ Karow, Mary Ellen Lind, Dennis Murphy, Van Nichols, Marilyn Peterson, Caye Poe 

The meeting was called to order at 1:10 pm by Pres. Murphy.  A quorum of the BOD was present so official business 

could be conducted. 

As the meeting began, Caye Poe asked to resign her position as secretary effective immediately.  Personal matters and 

technology difficulties make it a challenge to continue service in this role.  Pres. Murphy accepted her resignation and 

thanked Caye for her service.  Russ Karow agreed to be secretary for the remainder of the meeting. 

Van had sent the Treasurers report to the group.  It was noted that the Powell’s had not yet submitted an invoice for the 
glasses they had made and that it was unclear if the Bervin donation was included in the anniversary dinner accounting.  
Dennis and Van will resolve these issues.  In general, anniversary expenses were offset.  It is likely less than $500 of 
club funds will be needed for dinner expense coverage. 

Kathy and Dennis reported on new members.  Richard Busic has joined.  A couple that Dennis had earlier spoken 
with has not followed up with Kathy.  She will reach out.  A younger person who is a groundskeeper at the Mennon-
ite Village has interest.  We need to be sure to invite them to the November meeting.  Kathy and Marilyn suggested that 
an article about the Nov meeting to be held in Lakeside Center be written for the Village newsletter.  It should be submit-
ted the last week of October.  Kathy will submit.  Russ will write with input from others.  Rosie Brabeck will not be at 
the October meeting but her friend, Rita Miller, may be.  Rita is interested in the club.  We need to get short biographies 
and photos from new members.     
      (continued on page 10) 
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FFOMWV ZOOM Board Meeting Notes – October 12, 2022 (continued - action items in bold) 

Due to a water leak, the meeting location for the October meeting has changed from the Walnut to the Tunison Commu-

nity Room in Corvallis.  Russ will send out an announcement in this regard.  A-M last name members are to bring 

snacks.  Beverage will once again be BYO.  Russ has secured a projection screen as such is not available at Tunison. 

The Columbia Cascade Club anniversary celebration (cake and ice cream at 11 am) will be Saturday Nov 12.  Marilyn 

Peterson will go.  No one else has expressed interest to date.  Marilyn has still not heard where this event will be physi-

cally held. 

The Nov meeting will be our annual meeting with new officer election part of the program.  Rosie and Jim Brabeck are 

excited to serve as co-VPs.  Sharon Harr will serve as secretary.  Dennis will approach Eileen Minette about being treas-

urer.  She knows Quick Books.  Dennis had planned to be treasurer but with lack of a presidential candidate at this point 

in time, we may need to take Chris Duval up on her “if absolutely needed” agreement to serve as president.  Ted would 

then take over as journey coordinator.  Officer candidates must be announced two weeks in advance of the meeting.  As 

we are not likely to know the full slate by the time the Nov newsletter rolls out, a separate email will need to be 

sent to meet this communication requirement. 

Ted will be given the Wayne Smith award at the Nov meeting.  Marilyn has contacted Brittany, the Powell’s daughter 

who lives in Portland, to let her know what is planned so that she can be sure her dad is there.  Brittany will provide such 

guidance.  As additional assurance, Dennis will also contact Ted and ask him to speak at the meeting about the history 

and success of the club as a promotional talk for guests. 

The December meeting will be small group events – breakfast, lunch, dinner, morning or afternoon beverage.  The event 

type will be up to individual hosts.  There was general agreement that given club membership driving preferences, day-

time events will be best.  Date can be anytime in December or early January.  Russ will write a Nov newsletter article 

seeking host volunteers and asking who is interested in participation.  We did not talk about who would coordinate 

these listings.  Once hosts are identified, as was done last year, guest assignments will be made with shortest driving 

distances as a key factor.   

Kathy will identify a location of a January general meeting with Salem as the preferred location. 

Dennis has watched the FFI “Friend Raising Campaign” videos and suggests others do as well.  They contain useful 

information. 

FFI has postponed the proposed dues increase for 2023.  We need to modify our dues form to reflect such and make a 

pitch in the newsletter for dues payment.  Chris Duval had already paid dues at the higher rate.   Van will figure out how 

to reimburse her or deal with a donation. 

Journeys: 

Belgium inbound 

May 18 -25 

May work on a beer and hops research day if guest have interest - Russ has contacts 

Plan to go to Central Oregon has they have lots of local beach options in their country 

Edmonton outbound 

16 people max 

Will go to Manitoba June 18-23 (?) then Edmonton June 24-28 

October World Conference – Dennis and Mary Ellen may go 

November newsletter 

Meeting announcements 

December small group dinner hosts and those interested in participating 

Dues reminder and change notice 

Thank Caye for service 

Brabeck bios and photos – Dennis will seek 

Richard Busic – Russ will send an email seeking bio and photo 

All other items needed by ~Oct 26 

Meeting adjourned at 2:05 pm 
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Membership Application or Renewal for 2023 

Annual dues cover the cost of the monthly newsletter and expenses for activities of the Friend-

ship Force of Oregon’s Mid-Willamette Valley, as well as membership in Friendship Force Inter-

national.  Memberships expire on December 31, 2022. 

Annual Dues Rate for 2023 is $40.00 per person (please print clearly).  Please send form and 

payment by December 1 if at all possible. 

New members who join after August 1st but before December 31 of this year (2022) will pay 

the $40 fee but have their member dues extend through 2023.    

This is a NEW_____ or a RENEWAL _____ Application 

 

Name: ________________________________________________ 

 

Name: _______________________________________________ 

 

Address: ______________________________________________ 

 

City: ____________________________State______ ZIP_______ 

 

Dues enclosed: ($40.00 per person)   $_______  

 

Phone: ____________________ Cell: ______________________ 

 

Email: _________________________________________________ 

 

Mail to: Friendship Force, PO Box 1703, Albany, OR 97321 

Let There Be Peace on Earth 
Let there be peace on earth, And let it begin with me.  
Let there be peace on earth, 
The peace that was meant to be.  
With friendship as our mission, Family all are we.  
Let us walk with each other In perfect harmony.  
Let peace begin with me. Let this be the moment 
now.  
With every step I take, Let this be my solemn vow:  
To take each moment, 
And live each moment, In peace eternally. 
Let there be peace on earth, And let it begin with me. 

Friendship Force Pledge 

As a member of the Friendship Force, I recognize 

that I can make a difference. I recognize that I have 

a mission. That mission is to be a friend to the peo-

ple of the world. As I embark upon this adventure, I 

know that others will be watching me. I know that 

through my example to my fellow citizens and the 

people of other nations, the cause of friendship, 

love and peace can be furthered. 

I can make a difference. 

www.fforegon.org  
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Your 2022 Leadership Team 

Board Members 

President    Dennis Murphy   

Vice-President   Kathy Butler      

Secretary (from Oct)  Mary Ellen Lind     

Treasurer   Van Nichols   

Journey Coordinator  Chris Duval   

Member At Large  Marilyn Peterson  

Newsletter Editor/Archives Russ Karow   

Activity Leads  

30th Anniversary Committee Ted Powell   

Friendship Shared  Sue Stein    

Internet Communications Marilyn Peterson   

Inventory & Merchandise  Rita Powell   

MEG     Sharon Harr   

Membership   Kathy Butler   

Navigators   Barb Callner   

Sunshine “Committee”  Sharon Harr    

Journey Coordinators 

May 2023—Inbound from Leuven Belgium - Marilyn Peterson & Kathy Butler  

June  2023 - Outbound to Edmonton, Canada - Chris Duval & Mary Ellen Lind 

July or Aug  2023 - Inbound Denver, combined with visit to San Francisco - Dennis Murphy & Ted Powell 

June 2024 - Inbound from Tokyo - Marilyn Peterson & Eileen Minette 

2024 - Inbound from Charlotte, North Carolina - TBD 

The FFI Peace Song 

Several guests at  our Nov 20 annual meeting noted that the Peace 

Song we sang a the end of the meeting was not quite aligned with the 

original version of the song by Vince Gill.  These are the original lyrics - 

Let there be peace on earth and let it begin with me, let There Be 

Peace on Earth, the peace that was meant to be, with God as our Fa-

ther, Brothers all are we, Let me walk with my brother In perfect harmo-

ny.  Let peace begin with me, Let this be the moment now.  With ev'ry 

step I take Let this be my solemn vow To take each moment and live 

Each moment in peace eternally Let there be peace on earth And let it 

begin with me.  See page 9 for the FFI version.  In keeping with FFI’s “no religion” tenant, Rita Pow-

ell told us that FFI approached Gill’s agent in the 1990s about the use of his song in modified form 

and received permission for such - in friendship and family are we. 


