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Upcoming FFOMWV Meetings
There were no general meetings in August or September given other club activities. We do have
time and locations for meetings in October and November:

October 16, 2-4 pm - Walnut Community Room at 4950 NW
Fair Oaks Drive, Corvallis. This is next to the still vacant fire station off Fair Oaks and is the same location where we held our
meeting in March 2022. The October program will be a collection of slides and memories from the Festival at Sea. Thirteen
members of our club participated in the cruise and will share
their stories.
November 20, 2- 4 - Lakeside Center at Mennonite Village, 5353 Columbus St. SE, Albany

40th Anniversary Celebration Invitation From Columbia Cascades FF
We so enjoyed your celebration of 30 years. We are celebrating 40 years on November 12 with a
much smaller scaled party. We will have cake and ice cream at 11:00 a.m. and hope you can join
us. Details on parking and such will follow. I invite you and your branch members to join us. Please
let me know if you and others can attend by November 4. Thank you and I hope to see you then.
Pat Stryker - President of Columbia Cascade FFI Branch (from an email sent to Marilyn Peterson)
If interested in attending, please let Russ Karow know. Marilyn Peterson plans
to attend. We will plan to coordinate transportation. We don’t yet know specific
location of the event. Columbia Cascades is the Portland/Vancouver club.
This Issue of Connections, and more information about our club,
can be found on our website: http://www.fforegon.org
Contact us at: fforegon@comcast.net or PO Box 1703, Albany, Oregon 97321
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President Update - Dennis Murphy
Friends,
Thirteen of our club members have just recently returned from their two- and three-week Friendship
Force Journey, the “Festival at Sea 2022”. At our general meeting on October 16th we hope to
share some of the varied stories that our members experienced on this cruise of the North Atlantic
Ocean. It was most certainly an adventure, with some unexpected turns and twists. Please mark
the date on your calendars and plan on being there. We will have a collection of pictures to share
with you along with our personal experiences.
On November 20th, at the Mennonite Village Lakeside Center in Albany we will have our annual
meeting. We will discuss the plans for the coming year in terms of incoming and outgoing journeys.
We will also be electing the officers to serve on the board for 2023. The officers to be elected are
President, Vice-President, Secretary, and Treasurer. I, with the advice and assistance of both board
members and other club members, am in search of those individuals or couples to lead us in the
next year.
I will be, or may have already contacted you, and based on the recommendations of multiple members, ask you to step forward, and help with leading our club. I fully understand the reluctance that
you may have to take on a leadership role. That reluctance is an absolutely normal human reaction
that we all share in one fashion or another. Keep in mind however, that the request is based on a
confidence in your abilities that is shared by members of our club. It is also with a commitment from
our members that you and all the other board members will be enthusiastically supported. That support has been there during my almost two years as your president, and having just celebrated the
thirtieth anniversary of our club, I can tell you that it has historically always been there. The goals of
our club our good and honorable and we need to continue to forge friendships in these coming
years.
It is a greater commitment than being a host for a week, perhaps not quite as challenging as it can
be to be a journey coordinator. I can guarantee you that you will learn a lot about Friendship Force
and even more significantly you will get to know our members on a more personal level that will reveal the richness of their life experiences. Serving on the board will be a very rewarding experience.
Well worth the time and effort. I look forward to the new ideas and energy that you will bring to our
club.
Thank you, for your continued support of Friendship Force!

World Teachers’ Day - October 5th
Following the adoption of the "Recommendation concerning the status of teachers" in 1994 by the UNESCO, October 5th has been officially recognized as World Teachers'
Day. World Teachers' Day as an opportunity to commemorate teacher's organizations worldwide and also aims to activate support for teachers and to ensure that teachers continue to supply to the global framework of needs and requirements conducive in building a well-founded footing to
a sound and greatly enabled future generation.
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FFI Virtual Experiences
With actual journeys now taking place, FFI’s virtual offerings are minimal. The FFI book club continues as do language training schools. To see a current listing, visit this website in your FFI portal https://blog.friendshipforce.org/virtual-experiences/ The October book club offering may be of interest to some as it explores the beginnings of FFI.
FFI BOOK CLUB:
“The Other Side of the Mountain: Bridging the Great Divides”
by Charlene Terrell
Thursday, October 27, 2022, 11:00 a.m. Pacific
Host: Kerstin Hogan, FFI Staff
Did you know there is a book about how it all began with the Friendship
Force? In our October meeting, we will discuss “The Other Side of the
Mountain: Bridging the Great Divides”, written by Charlene Terrell and
published in 1997 with a foreword by Jimmy and Rosalynn Carter.
Charlene recounts the Friendship Force Story and its beginnings. She
tells us about founder Wayne Smith’s vision as well as the Carters’ involvement. We hear how the first big exchanges took place and what
Friendship Force looked like in the 1970s. Register here.
To request a free copy of the book, please click on this link, fill out the form and submit. You just
need to cover the cost of shipping.

Friendship Force Virtual Experience Recordings can be found at the bottom of
the FFI member portal website listed above including two FFOMWV offerings!

Board Meetings
The next FFOMWV Board meeting will be on Wednesday, October 12 at 1 pm. All members are welcomed to
participate. If interested, send Russ Karow an email and
he will send you the ZOOM link.
Aug 2022 Zoom Board Meeting Screen Shot
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SCHEDULE OF UPCOMING JOURNEYS (Revised September, 2022)
2023

2024

May – TBD

INBOUND INTERNATIONAL: Inbound from Leuven, Belgium to
be combined with their visit to Sacramento, California; Host JC’s to be
confirmed by board: Marilyn Peterson and Kathy Butler

June 17-29

OUTBOUND INTERNATIONAL: Outbound to Edmonton, Canada,
(Sharon Schnell), combined with our outbound to Manitoba #20151,
(Susan Finlay); JCs: Chris Duval and Mary Ellen Lind.

End of July/early Aug

INBOUND DOMESTIC: Inbound Denver, Colorado (Ilene Americus)
20403 to be combined with their visit to San Francisco, California; Host
JC’s needed.

October 2-6

FFI World Conference: Dubrovnik, Croatia, with pre- and postexcursions to be announced.

We may or may not
participate in these
two journeys
in 2023

INBOUND DOMESTIC: 4-day Mini-Journey from Sacramento

June TBD

INBOUND INTERNATIONAL: Inbound from Tokyo, Japan #22501
Host JCs: Marilyn Peterson and Eileen Minette

Not Scheduled Yet

INBOUND DOMESTIC: Inbound from Charlotte, North Carolina,
(Tommie Craig) #21116.
Host JC’s needed.

OUTBOUND DOMESTIC: 4-day Mini-Journey to Sacramento

The Lower Columbia Friendship Force Club
was our guest at our 30th anniversary celebration on July 16. We received this thank
you note from the Club.
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Festival at Sea 2022
Thirteen FFOMWV club members participated in Festival at
Sea. This cruise–based journey traveled the North Sea, Norway and Iceland Aug 28—Sept 10. A good time was had by
all with several getting to experience COVID quarantine on a
cruise ship. Please join us for the October Oct 16, 2 pm club
meeting at the Walnut Community Room in Corvallis to hear
more about the group’s adventures.

Jeremi Snook, CEO/President FFI

Group photo on the ship

COVID drawing by Chris Duval

Marilyn & Chris ready to cruise

SpaceX Starlink satellite visible in night sky

Meals were fabulous
Wine break
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This is an event sponsored by Oregon State University
that may be of interest to FFOMWV members
HELLO MID-VALLEY - COMMUNITY CONNECTIONS
Please join us for our first Hello Mid-Valley Event. The goal of the event is to support multicultural networking and relationship-building among professionals new
to the area. This event is planned to help create community and connections. All
are welcome.
Appetizers and Drinks will be served.
Date: October 5
Time: 6-8:30 p.m.
Location: OSU LaSells Stewart Center,
875 SW 26th St, Corvallis, OR 97331
Parking: Free and located across the street at
Reser Stadium 660 SW 26th St, Corvallis, OR 97331
To register for this event please go to hellomidvalley.eventbrite.com.
This will help us prepare to welcome you and understand your preferences for introductions.
The Mid-Willamette Valley has historically offered few networking or community-building opportunities for professionals of color, professionals with disabilities, and LGBTQI+ professionals. This event
and future events are designed to increase opportunities to develop these connections.
Accommodation requests related to a disability should be made by October 1, 2022 to Bonny Ray at
OSU Human Resources at bonny.ray@oregonstate.edu or 541-737-2806.

Short-term Communication Plan - Marilyn Peterson
As I am traveling through late October, Russ Karow is handling electronic communications for
the club. If you have some FF business or an announcement that absolutely must go out to the club,
please send that information to Russ. Please write the message exactly as you want the members
of the club to read the message. Russ will be copying your message and pasting it into the message
he sends out. He will not rewrite. Please remember to include all the information the reader needs
such as the contact information for the event or subject of the message.
Thanks for understanding and see y’all in October.
In friendship,
Marilyn
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Membership Application or Renewal for 2022
Annual dues cover the cost of the monthly newsletter and expenses for activities of the Friendship Force of Oregon’s Mid-Willamette Valley, as well as membership in Friendship Force International. Memberships expire on December 31, 2022.
Annual Dues Rate for 2023 is $45.00 per person (please print clearly). Please send form and
payment by December 1 if at all possible.
New members who join after August 1st but before December 31 of this year (2022) will pay at
the current rate of $40 and their member dues will extend through 2023.
This is a NEW_____ or a RENEWAL _____ Application
Name: ________________________________________________
Name: _______________________________________________

Address: ______________________________________________

City: ____________________________State______ ZIP_______

Dues enclosed: ($45.00 per person; $40 new members Aug 1 - Dec 31) $_______

Phone: ____________________ Cell: ______________________
www.fforegon.org

Email: _________________________________________________

Let There Be Peace on Earth

Let there be peace on earth, And let it begin with me.
Let there be peace on earth,
The peace that was meant to be.
With friendship as our mission, Family all are we.
Let us walk with each other In perfect harmony.
Let peace begin with me. Let this be the moment
now.
With every step I take, Let this be my solemn vow:
To take each moment,
And live each moment, In peace eternally.
Let there be peace on earth, And let it begin with me.

Friendship Force Pledge
As a member of the Friendship Force, I recognize
that I can make a difference. I recognize that I have
a mission. That mission is to be a friend to the people of the world. As I embark upon this adventure, I
know that others will be watching me. I know that
through my example to my fellow citizens and the
people of other nations, the cause of friendship,
love and peace can be furthered.
I can make a difference.
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Your 2022 Leadership Team
Board Members
President

Dennis Murphy

Vice-President

Kathy Butler

Secretary

Caye Poe

Treasurer

Van Nichols

Journey Coordinator

Chris Duval

Member At Large

Marilyn Peterson

Newsletter Editor/Archives

Russ Karow

Activity Leads
30th Anniversary Committee Ted Powell
Friendship Shared

Sue Stein

Internet Communications

Marilyn Peterson

Inventory & Merchandise

Rita Powell

MEG

Sharon Harr

Membership

Kathy Butler

Navigators

Barb Callner

Sunshine “Committee”

Sharon Harr

Journey Coordinators
May 2023—Inbound from Leuven Belgium - Marilyn Peterson & Kathy Butler
June 2023 - Outbound to Edmonton, Canada - Chris Duval & Mary Ellen Lind
July or Aug 2023 - Inbound Denver, combined with their visit to San Francisco - TBD
June 2024 - Inbound from Tokyo - Marilyn Peterson & Eileen Minette
2024 - Inbound from Charlotte, North Carolina - TBD

Corvallis Multicultural Literacy Center Volunteer Opportunities
•

Many of our events are conducted in several languages and we often receive requests from the
community to support with translation and interpretation services. If you or someone you know
would like to be part of CMLC's team of translators and interpreters, please fill out the following
Translator/Interpreter Intake form. Thank you in advance for your interest!

•

Are you or someone you know interested in volunteering time, skills and talents, or gain experience while serving the community through our organization? If so, please get in touch with us via
email at info@cmlcenter.org or complete and submit an application form.
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